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1. The AGM 
 
The 2018 Committee 
 

    
 

 
 
2019 Club AGM 
This year’s AGM and election of office 
bearers is to be held at Club Willoughby on 
Saturday 6th April at 11:30am.  The timing 
allows you to grab a bite and attend our 
afternoon sessions: red points at Club 
Willoughby or the regular Saturday afternoon 
game at East Lindfield.  This is your 
opportunity to obtain the latest update on 
how the club is faring, to hear from our 
President, John Brownie, and to ask any 
questions that you may have.  
 
John Brownie, Les Grewcock and John 
McIlrath are stepping down, so we will be 
looking for a new President, a new 
Treasurer and a new committee member.  
 
Nomination forms may be obtained from 
either venue or from the office, and if you 
can’t be at the AGM, give a “proxy” form to a 
friend who can vote on your behalf.  So, put it 
in your diary and we hope to see you there!  
 
11:30am, Sat 6th April at Club Willoughby! 

 
Last opportunity for new players 
this semester:  

 

The 2019 semester 1 for beginners at Club 
Willoughby is well underway, with both the 
morning and evening classes full, capped at 
40 students in each class.  

The 6-week Introduction to Bridge at East 
Lindfield with Ed Barnes, starts 5th March, 
and there are still some vacancies, so a few 
more students can be accepted. 

 

• Tuesdays at 2pm, from 5th March and   

• Tuesdays at 7pm from 5th March.  

 

 
  

IN S I D E  TH I S  IS S U E  

1 Featuring the AGM and beginners 

2 Bidding & Play Challenges  

3 Club News 

4 Club Events 

5 Our Game of bridge 

6 Bidding & Play Challenge Solutions 

7 Teaching Corner for Newer Players 

8 Congress News 

  

 
Want to learn with Ed 

Barnes?   
 

Call Sue Crompton on  
0416 290 867  
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2. Bidding and Play Challenges 

2a. Featured Slam Hand: 

 
 
Try bidding this slam hand with your 
regular partner.  
 
Commentary on this hand follows at 2e in this 
section. 
 

2b. Bidding Challenge: Hand 1 

How would you bid this hand? 
 

 
 
 

2c. Bidding Challenge: Hand 2 

Or this hand? 
 

 
 
Try bidding these hands with your regular 
partner.  
 
Our solutions are in section 6 of this 
newsletter. 
 

2d. Play the hand Challenge 
 

 
 
The bidding: 
 

 
 

 
 
West leads ♣2 and cashes the first 4 tricks. 
West now leads ♦J. What to do now? Play 
the ♦Q? 
 
Decide what would you do before looking 
at the solution.   
 
Our solution is in section 6 of this newsletter. 

mailto:mikeprescott7@hotmail.com


North Shore Bridge Club   Page Number 3 

Manager: Mike Prescott         Phone: 0435 528 872  Email address: mikeprescott7@hotmail.com 
Editor: Kevin Davies          Phone: 040 301 8979                           Email address: kdav1951@gmail.com 

2e. Featured Slam hand 
 

 

 

 
 

Suggested standard or 2/1 bidding: 

 
 

 
 

The final contract of 6♥ (maybe X) is a 
reasonable spot on the likely double fit in 
clubs and hearts, using the singletons to ruff 
diamonds and spades.  
 
The possible final X by North is unnecessary, 
as any EW score going off will be good for 
NS. 
 
Note that the director has awarded one late 
table an Average, as they didn’t play this 
hand: 
 
Matchpoint scoring: 

 
Matchpoint comments: 

• Highest score wins 

• 3NT is a poor game choice with extreme 
shapely hands 

• Average game 4♥ making 12 tricks 

• Slam gets TOP 6♥x making 12 tricks 
 
International Matchpoint (IMPs) Scoring: 

 
 
IMPs comments:  
You must make your contracts! 
 
-11 IMPs   3NT went down 
-3 IMPs 3NT made, but is the wrong 

game, East should bid 4+♥ 
0  Just making your heart game 
+12 IMPs Making slam with bonus X 
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The Play in 6♥ by East 
 
Best South Lead: 
♦J is a standout card, although ♦2 (count 
card) is also OK. 
 
Declarer’s Plan: 
Count losers: Must lose ♣A 
Count winners: 6♥+4♣+1♦+1♠ = 12 tricks 
 
The Full Hand 

 
 
Card by Card: 
 
Claim 12 Tricks. 
 

 
 
The play in 3NT by West presents an 
interesting problem! 
 
Best North Lead: 
♦K is a standout card, retaining your ♣A as 
an entry, and still having the ♠K as another 
likely trick. 
 
Declarer’s Plan: 
Count losers: Must lose ♣A and maybe 4+ 
diamonds. 
Count winners: 6♥+1♦+1♠ = 8 tricks 
How can you make 9 tricks? 
 

The spade finesse looks unlikely to be 
successful, as North made a vulnerable 
overcall so is marked with the points.  
 
If North has the ♠K and the ♣A, we can force 
a diamond discard by running 6 heart tricks 
(he has to keep ♠Kx), then throw North in 
with their ♣A. 
 
Card by card for improver players:  
 

  
 
After 5 running heart tricks, declarer 
envisions the North hand has these cards 
left: 

 
 
Now East cashes the last heart, squeezing 
North, who will probably discard the ♦4. 
 
Now you throw North in with a club! And he 
cashes his 3 diamond tricks only. 
 

 
 
Note: a clever thinking North may risk baring 
his ♠K and when in with the ♣A, may cash 4 
diamonds.  
 
Nothing is 100%! 
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3. Club News 

3a. From the Manager 

 

We are relaunching the Tuesday 
championship nights at East Lindfield. A 
number of events (all Red or Gold point) are 
programmed to develop a good competition 
night.  Please support this initiative by joining 
in.  

The first event is the East Lindfield Mixed 
Pairs championship in March, followed by the 
GNOT and a Swiss Pairs event. 

The Club Championship events list has been 
updated. The Blue Ribbon Pairs was not run, 
and has been replaced by the addition of the 
Stratified Pairs, a Saturday based 
competition run across merged fields at both 
our venues in August. 

 

3b. From the Club Library 
 
We need your help!!  A number of books 
are missing from the Club Willoughby Library. 
We would very much appreciate it if you 
could look around your home in case a book 
has slipped under another book, been put on 
the shelf and / or forgotten. If so, please 
would you place it in the Returns plastic bin 
at your earliest convenience.   
 
We very much appreciate your support, thank 
you. From Fiona and Marion. 
 
3c. Club Champion Leader Board 
 

3d. February 2018 Monthly Winners 

 

East Lindfield 
 

 
 

Club Willoughby 
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3e. Masterpoint Promotions 

The following members were promoted to a 
higher ABF masterpoint rank in January:  
 

 

 

 

3f. Interstate Team Selection (ITS) 
 
NSW Open Team Selection 

 

 
 

3g. Northern Suburbs Interclub 
Teams Challenge 
 
The Northern Suburbs interclub team 
challenge is to be held at the Trumps Bridge 
Centre on March 10th.  Last year this event 
was won by Trumps and we at the NSBC do 
not want this to happen again!   Here are our 
representative teams for this year: 
 
We currently have interest from only 7 teams 
(all from Club Willoughby) and Mike would 
love to get at least one team from East 
Lindfield. 
 
This is a graded event with teams playing 
teams of equal standing. These grades are: 

• Open,  

• Restricted <750MP  

• Novice <100MP. 
 
Get a team of 4 together and play at Trumps 
(Mosman) and represent your club.  Final 
team selections will be made in first week in 
March… It’s still not too late 
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4. Club Events 
4a. Completed Events 
 
Men’s Pairs Championship 
 

 
 

Winners: Tim & Jim 

 
 
 
Women’s Pairs Championship 
 

 
 

Winners: Lorna & Lynn 

 
 
 
CW State Mixed daytime Championship  
 

 
 

Winners: Fiona & John 

 

4b. Upcoming Club Events 
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East Lindfield Swiss Pairs Congress 
This is the 4th event counting towards the 
2019 Club champion.  It will be held on 
Sunday March 17th at our East Lindfield 
venue.

 

 
 
It is an ideal opportunity to come and taste 
Swiss Pairs (IMP/VP Scoring), the format will 
depend on entries. In 2018 it was played as a 
single field over 7 matches.  The venue has a 
limit of 34 Tables, so book in early.  
 
Last year’s winners were: 
 

 

NSBC Men’s and Women’s Teams 
Championship 
 
Running over 4 Thursday nights in March 
and April is the 33rd Men’s teams and the 
41st Women’s Teams championships. This 
is a qualifying event for CC points towards 
determination of our club champion. 

 
 

 
 
Last year’s winning teams were:  
 

 
 
This is an enjoyable event, so why not form a 
team of 4 and join in!  
 
Will your names be added to the honour 
board this year? 
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East Lindfield Mixed Pairs Championship 
(also State Mixed Pairs Qualifying) 
 
The East Lindfield Mixed Pairs Championship 
(also a state mixed qualifying event) will be 
run over 3 sessions on Tuesday nights at 
7:30pm at East Lindfield, starting on 5th 
March. It is a RED Point Event. 
 

 
 
The winners will be invited to represent 
NSBC in the State Mixed Pairs finals at the 
NSWBA on 25/26th May 2019.  This is a 
mixed gender event, so get your opposite sex 
partner organized!  
Last year’s winners were: 
 

 
 
This year is the 4th Year that this event has 
been run at East Lindfield. Will you get your 
names added to our honour boards? 
 

 

East Lindfield GNOT Championship 
 
The East Lindfield GNOT (Teams) 
championships is the first of the 3 GNOT 

(Gold Points) qualifying events to be 

held by the NSBC. It will run over 3 Tuesday 
Nights at 7:30pm, starting on 2nd April.  
 

 
 
Last year’s winners were: 
 

 
 
The winners will be invited to represent 
NSBC in the GNOT Metro finals at the 
NSWBA on 21/22 September 2019. 

 
The North Shore Bridge Club Pre-Paid System 

Join the NSBC Pre-Paid system (PP) and enjoy the benefits: 5% discount on table money, no 
need to find cash at the table, a free game in your birthday month.  You will receive a monthly 
statement by email, and reminders when your balance is low.   You can top up your balance with 
the director at the club, or via the NSBC website.  This is a club member only benefit. 
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5. Our Game of Bridge 
 

5a. Checkback – Useful bidding tool 
 
2/3C Checkback (2C/3C) after a typical 
bidding sequence of 1 of a minor, a response 
of 1 of a major, and a 1NT/2NT rebid by the 
opener, allows you to find a 4-4 or 5-3 major 
fit.  Here 2C/3C would be forcing to at least 
2NT or 3NT and asks the opener, who has 
limited his hand, to further describe the 
shape of his hand.  
 

 

 
 

 
 
A couple of examples using checkback: 
 

 

East finds double fit: 4-4 spades, 5-2 hearts.  
 

 
 
East bids 3NT knowing West has only 2 
Spades. 
 

5b. More “Bridge Rules to live by”, 
from Karen McCallum, our US 
visitor:  
 
NEVER LIE ABOUT TRUMP LENGTH. If you 
do, partner cannot make winning Law of 
Total Trick decisions. Or he will choose the 
wrong trump suit. Or he will mis-defend 
because he has the wrong count. 
 
YOU HAVE A CHOICE OF BIDS AND ONE 
OF THEM IS 3NT – BID 3NT! 
 
CHOICE OF GAMES COMES BEFORE 
SLAM BIDDING. Without a trump suit, all 
ambiguous bids below game should be 
interpreted as an attempt to get to the right 
game, not as cue-bids showing slam interest. 
 
NO CUE-BIDS BELOW 3NT – 3-LEVEL 
BIDS SHOW VALUES, NOT ACES. As 
above, choice of games comes before slam 
bidding. 
 
YOUR PARTNER IS YOUR BEST FRIEND. 
You can’t win without them. Treat them well – 
they won’t play well if you don’t. 
 
THINK FOR YOURSELF – DON’T BE A 
PARROT OR A PUPPET. 
You can’t win by following rules. But this does 
not mean that you are free to step outside your 
partnership. It’s a balancing act. Make your 
partnership rules and follow them, but 
remember to use your own brain 
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5c. Unauthorised Information 

 by MATTHEW MCMANUS 

 

While playing bridge, there is only one legal 
way of communicating with your partner: 
during the auction, by the calls you make; 
and during the play, by the cards you play. 
Any other information which passes between 
you and partner is called unauthorised 
information (often abbreviated to UI).  
 
The laws explicitly state that you may not use 
such information when deciding what action 
to take. UI can take many forms. It ranges 
from the highly undesirable – the shake of 
the head, the look of disgust, the 
unmistakeable groan – to the absolutely 
innocent which is part of the game (e.g. 
partner alerting your bid).  
 
Two of the most common types of UI are also 
a perfectly normal aspect of the game. One is 
the length of time partner takes when 
deciding what to do; when they take a long 
time, they clearly have a problem. The other 
is the explanation of the meaning of your bid 
which partner gives to the opponents; if he 
gets it wrong, you know that partner has 
misunderstood you and there is the 
temptation to “have another go” at getting it 
right. In this article, I am going to talk about 
what your responsibilities are when you have 
UI from partner. It is a question which I am 
regularly asked. Many players think they 
should just ignore it and do what they would 
have done anyway, however this is not 
correct. The Laws of Bridge place a greater 
ethical obligation on you when you find 
yourself in this position. Hopefully, the 
following examples may demonstrate it.  
 
With both sides vulnerable, you are sitting 
East, holding the following uninspiring hand. 
You hear the opponents, playing Standard, 
bid uninterrupted to 3NT. 

You, sitting East, hold:  
♠ J7653 
♥ T 
♦ 8652 
♣ 754 

 
The auction goes: 

 
 
They haven’t shown any inclination to bid 
towards slam, even though you only have 
one point, so partner must have a reasonable 
hand – maybe even an opening hand. What 
do you lead? Look at the options:  

• a ♠?  It is usually pointless leading from a 
long suit with a weak hand, as it will take 
a lot for it to be right. For example, 
partner might hold KQx and declarer may 
only be able to duck once. However, you 
might get lucky, and this is what many 
players would choose.  

• a ♥?  South has not made any move to 
search for a heart fit, so the chances are 
that he has only four and NS have at 
most seven hearts between them. If they 
have seven and you have one, partner 
has five hearts and a good hand, but 
couldn’t bid. The opposition bid his suit. 
Just think about all the times when 
partner is on lead to 3NT and you hold a 
singleton – it’s always the suit partner 
leads! So why not return the favour when 
you are on lead? There is an excellent 
chance that it is the best one for your 
side. 

• a ♦?  Could be right and it would probably 
be fairly safe. Even if you are picking up 
the suit for declarer, it is something which 
he probably could have done himself. It 
probably won’t be a devastating lead 
(partner may have bid diamonds if that 
was the case), but it is one that is least 
likely to give anything away, and maybe 
that’s how you need to defend this hand. 

• a ♣? To lead declarer’s suit would be a 
real shot in the dark. I suspect it has the 
least expectation of being successful. So, 
having heard the evidence, what do you 
choose?  
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For me, the argument for a heart lead is 
strongest, although I can understand if you 
want to choose a spade or a diamond.  
Now let me give you some more information.  
After South bid 3NT, partner paused for 
about 15 seconds before passing. What 
were they thinking about? There are two 
possibilities: bidding or doubling. What was 
partner thinking of bidding? I don’t think there 
is an answer to that question, there is no way 
that partner would have considered stepping 
in over 3NT. So, it was double.  
 
If partner had doubled, what would you have 
led? The correct answer is a ♥. When 
partner, having passed throughout, doubles a 
freely bid 3NT, it asks you to lead dummy’s 
first bid suit. Partner has very good hearts; 
they couldn’t bid them since the opponents 
bid them first, and they couldn’t double 1♥ as 
that would be for takeout showing the other 
suits.  
 
Now on the actual hand, partner did not 
double, but they were clearly thinking about 
it. Do you still lead a heart? This is where 
knowledge of your ethical responsibilities 
comes into play. 
 

Law 73C Where a player has available 

to him unauthorised information from his 
partner, such as from a remark, an 
explanation or a hesitation, he must 
carefully avoid taking any advantage from 
that unauthorised information. 

 
So, it is not good enough to merely pretend 
that you didn’t notice that partner had passed 
you some UI (as they did here through the 
hesitation before passing over 3NT) and lead 
what you were going to do anyway.  
 
The Laws require that you actively steer 
clear of the action which partner has, in this 
instance, unconsciously suggested will be the 
winning one. The only time that a heart lead 
would be allowed is if it was absolutely clear 
cut on your hand. (♥AKQJ10 would be the 
most extreme example of when it would be 
standout, but it has to be very, very obvious.) 
 
 

My second example relates to the bidding: 
Partner opens 1H and you hold: 

♠ AK4 
♥ J862 
♦ 984 
♣ K98 

 
The auction goes: 

 
You have close to an opening hand (albeit a 
very weak one), four card support for partner, 
but poor shape. You decide to show this as a 
limit raise. You and your partner have agreed 
to play Bergen raises and the bid to show 
this hand is 3♦.  
Partner alerts 3♦ as required and then starts 
thinking. After what seems like an eternity, 
partner eventually bids 3♥, signing off. Are 
you tempted to try 4♥? Look at all your 
points! You would open the bidding with most 
11 counts, so you can use the excuse that 
you have an opening hand. What UI do you 
have from partner’s hesitation? What were 
his alternatives? 3♥ or 4♥. If you are going to 
“carefully avoid taking any advantage”, you 
must pass. 
Same situation. Partner alerts 3♦. This time 
the opponents ask and he says, “6 to 9 points 
with four hearts” and bids 3♥ immediately. 
This time you have heard the wrong 
explanation. Partner may have an automatic 
4♥ bid opposite a limit raise. But again, in 
avoiding taking advantage of the UI, you 
must pass.  
 
Are there any times when you could bid 
again when you show a limit raise and 
partner bids 3♥? Yes, if you have no UI, you 
are free to do what you like, no matter how 
silly it might be. So, if partner explained 3♦ 
correctly and bid 3♥ straight away, do 
whatever you want.  
 
Similarly, if there were no questions asked 
and partner bid 3♥ without hesitation, again 
you are at liberty to make any call at all. The 
only other time you may get a chance is if 
your hand “changes” and you haven’t got 
your bid. So, say you suddenly discover that 
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the ♣9 is actually the ♣A. Now you could 
justify a 4♥ bid.  
 
When players bid 4♥ in the face of UI, their 
excuse is often, “but I was going to bid it 
anyway”. Apart from being a self-serving 
statement, it misses the point. When they 
have UI, they need to bend over backwards 
not to take an action which takes advantage 
of it. Unless you have a miscount of a similar 
magnitude to the one, I described in the 
previous paragraph, if you choose to show a 
limit raise for example, that’s it. Once partner 
conveys UI, you have absolutely no option 
but to pass their sign off. Is there a way 
around it?  
 
1. Get your partner not to pass UI! That’s 

hard. In one instance, they must get the 
system right. On the other hand, if they do 
hesitate, encourage them to err on the 
side of bidding on, rather than signing off. 
Get them to understand that you will be 
bound by their decision.  
 

2. If you have a hand on which you want to 
be in game, make a bid which is not 
invitational. So, for example, if you decide 
that the above hand is worth bidding 
game, then do not make a limit raise – 
find another bid.  

 
3. Change your system so that you have a 

bid which forces you to game without 
overstating your strength. For example, 
the auction 1♥ - 3NT is one which doesn’t 
come up very often. My suggestion is to 
use 3NT in this sequence to show a hand 
which is about the strength of a limit raise 
but is just too good to stop out of game. 
That way you don’t have to include such 
hands in your normal game force raise 
sequence and can avoid the risk of 
partner shooting off to slam when you just 
don’t have enough ammunition.  

 
One thing you should definitely avoid is 
having a bid which shows “limit raise or 
better”. That is asking for trouble. If you get 
UI from partner before a sign off and you 
then bid on, you will get little sympathy from 
the director if your hand is at all borderline. 

6. Bidding and Play Challenge 
Solutions 
 

6a. Bidding Challenge solution: 
Hand 1  

 

 

Suggested Standard bidding: 

 

Bidding Notes:  

• Checkback is forcing to 2NT. 

• The double fit in diamonds and spades 
encourages slam. 

The Play in 6♠ by East: 

Best South Lead: The best choice is a small 
trump. 

Declarer’s Plan: 

Count losers: Must lose ♣A. 

Count winners: 6♠+2♥+3♦ = 11 tricks, or 13 
tricks if the diamond suit breaks. 

Play of the cards: 

Just unblock the short ♦ honour cards and 13 
tricks roll in. 
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Scoring by Match Points: 

 

Matchpoint Comments: 

• Diamonds or spades? A major suit 
contract scores better than a minor suit 
contract in MPs. 

• Overtricks are “gold”, with the 13th trick 
scoring very well at all bidding levels 
(+10%). 

 

Scoring by International Match Points (IMPs) 

 

IMP Comments: 

• You must bid a slam to score positive 
IMPs (+12). 

• Diamonds or spades? The choice of a 
major or a minor suit slam does not affect 
the result (12 IMPs for both contracts). 

• Stopping at any game-level bid loses -2 
to -4 IMPS. 

A couple of other bidding systems: 

 

ACOL: 

 

 

Acol Notes:  

• 1NT→ 3♠ is a 6+ spades, game-force 
hand, interested in slam.  After that: 

o 4♦ is a cue bid showing a good 
spade raise and propelling East 
towards the slam.   

o 3NT would show 2 spades only. 

o 4♠ would be a poor spade raise 
within the context of a 12-14 limited 
hand. 

 

Precision: 

 

Precision Notes: 

• Here, after the spade agreement, a game 
try bid is used to try and get a feel of the 
North hand.  

• The 4♦ support bid propels East towards 
the spade slam. 
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6b. Bidding Challenge Solution: 
Hand 2 
 

 

 

Suggested Standard Bidding: 

 

Bidding Notes: 

Opened as a 2NT balanced hand, even with 
the long clubs. Shows points (21) and majors 
are at least 3/2, in case partner is 5/5 in the 
majors and insists on one of them.  If only 2/2 
in the majors, I would not open 2NT. I use 
4NT Blackwood when no suit agreed. 

 

The Play in 6NT by East: 

Best South Lead: Blind guess, probably ♠T.  

If North was on lead? Partner cannot have 
very much, so maybe just cash ♥A (don’t 
want it running away as an overtrick in 
match points). 

Declarer’s Plan: 

Count losers: Must lose ♥A. 

Count winners: 3♠+0♥+3♦+6♣ = 12 tricks  

Claim, or quickly run 12 tricks, conceding the 
last. 

 

Scoring by Match Points (MPs): 

 

Matchpoint comments: 

• Clubs or NT?  NT scores much better. 

 

Scoring by International Match Point (IMPs)  

 

IMP Comments: 

• Must bid a slam to score IMPs (+12). 

• Any game-level bid loses -2 to -4 IMPs. 

• Clubs or NT? The choice wouldn’t affect 
the result as 6C scoring 1370 scores the 
same 12 IMPs. 

A couple of other bidding systems: 

 

ACOL 

 

Acol Comments: 

• 2NT is a positive response, showing 
8+HCPs and a balanced hand. 

• 4♣ directly is Minorwood in clubs. 

• Choose 6NT to protect the ♥K from the 
opening lead. 
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Precision 
 

 

Precision Comments: 

• Strong 1C opening. 

• Minorwood in clubs heads towards 
slam. 

• Again, choosing 6NT. 
 

6c. Play the Hand Challenge 
Solution 

Suggested Standard bidding: 

 

 

The Full Hand 

 

Play: 

 

 

 

Declarer’s Plan: 

Count losers: EW have already cashed 4 
tricks.  Is the J♦ likely leading from KJT♦… 
No!  Count winners: 4♠+3♥+1♦= 8, maybe 4th 
heart?  An extra chance is a squeeze, if the 
♦K is in the same hand as the 4 hearts. 

Check BLUE 

Both – East has ♦K and maybe 4 hearts. 

Loser – They have cashed 4 club tricks – we 

have 8 tricks—1 loser, OK. 

Upper - ♦K in East hand, ♦ Q is under, OK 

Entries – ♥AKQx in the South hand, OK 

Play of the cards: 

At trick 5, win ♦A, hopefully isolating ♦K with 
the possible 4♥ hand (East). 

Then cash all four outstanding spade 
winners before trying hearts. 

 

On the play of the last spade by north (♠K) 
above, East must come down to 4 cards. 
East can’t throw the ♦K, else the ♦Q is high in 
the North hand, thus he lets the ♥3 go. 

Tricks 10-12 Cash AKQ. 

Trick 13 The ♥2 is high for 9 tricks! 

You have just executed a simple squeeze! 
 
Summary from trick 5, for improvers 
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7.Teaching Corner  

7a. Pat O’Connor Bridge Problem 

 

 
The bidding was: 

 
 

You have 17 HCP and two good five-card 
suits, so you open 1♠, the higher suit.  
Partner scrapes up a 1NT response with 6 
points and with your strong hand you jump 
the bidding to 3♣.  Partner gives preference 
to your first suit by bidding 3♠ and you push 
on to game. 
 
West leads the ♥J which you duck in dummy.  
West wins the trick and continues with the 
♥10, which you trump in your hand. 
 
What is your plan? 
 
Analysis 
 
You have one loser in hearts, two in 
diamonds and also two in clubs.  The first 
three are unavoidable so you need to do 
something about the club losers. 
 
The club suit is different to many suits with 
losers in that you have most of the cards, 
seven, between your hand and dummy.  It 
may be possible to establish a winner in the 
suit. 
  
How will you handle the clubs? 

7b. Keep learning with Anita Curtis 
 

Build on the Basics (BoB): These 2-hour 
sessions on Wednesdays at 7:30pm and on 
Thursdays at 10:30am introduce new ideas 
together with play analysis and techniques.    

 

 

Develop Your Skills (DYS): This semester is 
all about Hand Analysis.  The sessions target 
alternately those who have done BoB, and 
those who have previously done DYS. These 
are 2-hour sessions on Thursdays at 2pm. 

 

 

Broaden Your Skills (BYS): is for 
intermediate players, typically with 3 years of 
Bridge experience.  These are 2-hour 
sessions on Fridays at 2pm.  The semester 
recommenced Friday 8th February, 2019.

 

Want to keep learning?   
 

Call Anita Curtis on 0405 449 767 
or email ac210927@bigpond.net.au 
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7c. The Solution to Pat’s Problem  
 

 
 

If the clubs are divided 3-3 in the opponents’ 
hands, the suit is already established.  Life is 
usually not that easy, so you need a plan to 
cater for a 4-2 split.  The chance of a 3-3 split 
is 36%, the chance of a 4-2 split is 48%. 
 
The winning play is to cash the ♣A and ♣K 
and then ruff a small club with the ♠Q which 
cannot be overruffed because you have all 
the higher trumps in your own hand.  
Because both opponents followed to the first 
two rounds, there is now only one club left, 
which will fall under the ♣Q, so the club suit is 
established.  You can lead the ♠6 from 
dummy, draw trumps and claim ten tricks.  
You used a trump in dummy to trump a loser 
and at the same time set up the rest of the 
club suit. 
 
If the clubs were split 5-1 an opponent would 
have trumped the second round of clubs and 
you would have gone down.  Similarly, if 
trumps were split worse than 4-2, you would 
go down.  But in these cases, nothing would 
have helped.  You can’t win them all! 
 

 
 

 

 

7d. Your playing opportunities  
 

  

 

 

Note that there is a 15-minute talk on a 
bidding or play topic, before all of the 
Supervised and Rookie sessions.    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Want to play in these sessions?   
Just come along, with or without a partner. 

 

Key Point 
A long suit in your hand can sometimes 

be established by ruffing in dummy. 
 

On Friday mornings at East Lindfield at 
9:30am, our manager Mike Prescott gives a 
free half-hour lesson aimed at Rookie, 
Restricted and Open players.  Do then stay 
on to enjoy the facilities and play in the 
10am Open game. 
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7e. About the “movement” 
A couple of common questions from Rookies:   
“it’s round 1 and we are the first to play this 
board, so how come there are already 2 
scores in the Bridgemate for this board”, and 
“why do I have to wait to be told that my 
Bridgemate is ready, before I can use it?”. 
 
It’s all to do with the “movement” that the 
director sets up.  A movement is designed so 
that each pair plays as many as possible of 
the boards in play.  For example, in Rookie 
we use sets of 21 boards and each pair plays 
18 of them.  One set of 21 boards is only 
enough for 7 tables (3 boards per table), so 
there are usually several sets of 21 in use.  
Hence the multiple results, even at round 1.  
 
You may have heard the names “Howell”, 
“Straight Mitchell” and “Web Mitchell”; these 
are ways of putting out the sets of boards 
designed by some very clever people and we 
choose from them, depending on the number 
of tables that we have on the day.  So, once 
everyone is seated, we count the tables and 
decide which movement will work best, then 
set up the details in the central computer.  It 
then tells the Bridgemates what is happening, 
and only then can you use your Bridgemate. 
 

7f. Ready for more challenges?  
Here are the upcoming restricted game 
opportunities for those of you who are 
looking for more of a challenge!   
 
Novice Pairs Championship 
Venue: Kiama Bridge Club,  
Sunday 17th March. 
 
NSW State Novice and Restricted Pairs 
Championship 
Venue: The Orange Bridge Club 
The weekend of 23/24th March. 
Restricted Category <300 Masterpoints.  
Novice Category <100 Masterpoints.  
Director: John McIlrath (an NSBC Director) 
The Restricted winners will receive free entry 
to the Restricted Butler Pairs at the 
Australian National Championships in 
Melbourne (July 20-21) and an associated 
travel/accommodation subsidy courtesy of 
the ABF.   

8. Congress News  
8a. NSW Congress Events 
 

 
 

8b. ABF Gold Coast Results 

 
Winners: Stephen & Therese 
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Teams winners  Coutts team 
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