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1.  Bidding and Play Challenges 
 
You and your partner are sitting E/W. How 
would you bid these hands? 
 
Our solutions are later in the newsletter. 

 
Bidding challenge: No 1 
 

 
 
South (the dealer) Passes. 
North will overcall West’s opening bid with a 
weak 2♥. 
South will extend the pre-empt to 4♥. 
How do you bid the hand? 
 

Bidding challenge: No 2 
 

 
 
North (the dealer) opens the bidding with 1♣. 
How do you bid the hand? 
 

 
The NSBC Festival of Bridge  

This is the most important event in our club 
calendar and it’s run over 9 days towards the 
end of June.  Full details can be found later in 
this newsletter, but in summary: 
 
The weekend 22 / 23 June has two events for 
the newer players at our East Lindfield venue.  
There will be a Saturday “Teams of 4” event 
and on Sunday a “Matchpoint Pairs” event. 
Both these Restricted & Novice events are 
sponsored by “Two Men and a Truck” 

 
 
From Thursday 27th to Sunday 30th June 
there are 4 days of Open events in the Club 
Willoughby auditorium, comprising Thursday’s 
“Matchpoint Swiss Pairs”, Friday’s “Swiss 
Teams”, Saturday’s “Swiss Pairs” and 
Sunday’s “TBIB Swiss Teams”. 
 
Come and enjoy some great bridge & earn 
some red points. Let’s make it the best ever!

2. Club News 

 

From our manager, 

Mike Prescott 

 

IN S I D E  TH I S  IS S U E  

1 Bidding & Play Challenges 

2 Club News 

3 Club Events 

4 Our Game of bridge 

5 For the Newer Players 

6 Solutions 

7 Congress News 

8  

  

mailto:mikeprescott7@hotmail.com


North Shore Bridge Club   Page Number 2 

Manager: Mike Prescott         Phone: 043 552 8872  Email address: mikeprescott7@hotmail.com 
Editor: Kevin Davies          Phone: 040 301 8979                           Email address: kdav1951@gmail.com 

Changes to the Supervised options 

Club Willoughby is introducing a new 
supervised game on a Monday night at 7pm.  
Created primarily for the graduates from the 
classes for beginners, all existing supervised 
players are also welcome.   
 
In addition, the Monday afternoon, Tuesday 
morning and Wednesday afternoon 
supervised games will become 2 sections: a 
15-board game for players on the move to 
Rookie, and a 12-board game for the new 
players (numbers permitting). 

 
Courses for Beginners  

The next semester of lessons for beginners 
will start late July 2019 with Liz Wilkinson at 
Club Willoughby, and late August 2019 with 
Ed Barnes at East Lindfield. 

Most of our new players are referred to the 
club through word of mouth, so if you know 
anyone who is interested in learning this 
absorbing game of ours, do get them to call 
Sue Crompton on 0416 290 867, or email her 
at: scrompton67@hotmail.com. 

 

 

Learn to play bridge at Club 
Willoughby with Liz Wilkinson, 

starting  

Monday 29th July at 7pm, or 
Tuesday 30th July at 10:30am. 

 

 

Learn to play bridge at Club 
Willoughby with Ed Barnes, 

starting  

Tuesday 27th August at 2pm, or 
Tuesday 27th August at 7pm. 

 

Short Classes at East Lindfield 

On Friday mornings at East Lindfield at 
9:30am, our manager Mike Prescott gives a 
free half-hour lesson aimed at players from 
Rookie level up.  Players are welcome to stay 
and play in the 10am Open game. 

Club Champion Progress 

 
See “Club Events” on our website. 
 

From the Club Library 

East Lindfield now has a small collection of 
bridge library books for loan. They are in the 
glass cabinet near the Director's table. 
Please fill in the Loans Book when borrowing 
a book. Loans are for 3 weeks. 
 

Congratulations: 

 

  

Ros & Tony  John, Lorraine, Ian, Jane 
 
 

 

 
Winners standing: Yumin, Wayne, Wei, Peter 
Seated: Kit, Fiona, Anita, David 
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In the NSW Seniors’ I/state Team Selection: 

 
 
Well done to George Bilski & Peter Jeffery 
who made the 2019 NSW Seniors team. 

 

 
George, Nicky, Warren, Pauline, Andrew & Peter  

 
Well done the NSBC members in both teams 
playing in the ANOT grand final in Adelaide. 

 

     
Sophie, Helena, Sartaj         Paul, Michael, Axel & Kate 
 

Well done to Peter Jeffery & Yumin Li who 
won the NSWBA Swiss pairs. 

 

 

Peter 
And 

Yumin 

May 2018 Monthly Winners  

 

 
 

 
 
The monthly winners are also part of the Club 
championship process and the top 7 Master 
point earners will receive CC points in 
November. Current May leaders are: 
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Profile: Tony Howes 
 
Tony is our most senior director.  He looks 
after the Wednesday morning and Thursday 
evening games at Club Willoughby. 
 

 
 
I arrived in Australia, from England, in 1970 
and took up playing Bridge in 1977. I had a 
keen interest in the game and in 1984 I 
decided to learn a bit about the Laws. That 
led me to becoming a qualified congress 
director and soon thereafter I was running 
State events. In 1987 I directed at my first 
National event in Canberra and am now 
qualified as a National A1 Director able to be 
chief Director at National events. One of the 
events I am most proud of, is having helped 
to set up the Coffs Harbour Super Congress 
where I have been the Chief Director from its 
inception 16 years ago.  
 
Outside of Bridge, my wife Ros and I own an 
off-road caravan and love to get out of the 
city and into the bush, having made several 
trips to outback Queensland and South 
Australia. Next year we are hoping to make a 
trip to the tip of Cape York. I also love playing 
classical and Flamenco guitar, unfortunately 
with more enthusiasm than talent. One last 
thing is my advice to any budding bridge 
player is to not aim to be brilliant but to work 
on cutting out silly mistakes. Do that then you 
won’t always win but you will be very hard to 
beat.  
 
Tony Howes - May 2019 

Profile:  Ed Barnes 
 
Ed teaches the classes for beginners at our 
East Lindfield venue.   
 

 
 
I learnt bridge at my mother's knee as a 7 
year old, but waited until university to grow a 
passion for it.  
 
I’ve been teaching and directing for 23 years. 
I have a BA/BSc from the University of 
Sydney, majoring in Psychology and the 
History and Philosophy of Science.  I’ve run 
my own catering business and I founded the 
bridge club Kings and Queens in 2003.  
 
I developed, with Matthew McManus, the first 
dynamic web display of bridge results in 
Australia, and I have managed the integration 
of Bridgemates with scoring software and 
result displays in Australia's biggest bridge 
event - the Gold Coast Congress.  
 
I’ve published two books: Bridge for Newbies 
(1999) and Bidding for Bunnies (2016).  
 
These days I split my time between Oberon 
in the central west of NSW and Sydney, 
where I direct and teach at RSGC and the 
North Shore Bridge Club and I also run a 
business finding monofloral honey around the 
globe and selling it online. 
 
Ed Barnes – May 2019 
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3. Club Events 
 

Completed Events: 
 
How our club’s State Mixed Pairs 
representatives fared in the qualification 
session at the NSWBA: 

 
 
The winners of the 2019 EL Swiss Pairs 
were: 
 

 
 

 
Winners: Gary & Kevin 
 

 

Upcoming Club Events 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Queen’s Birthday Monday 
 
Three red point sessions are scheduled for 
the Queen’s Birthday holiday on Monday 
10th June. 

mailto:mikeprescott7@hotmail.com


North Shore Bridge Club   Page Number 6 

Manager: Mike Prescott         Phone: 043 552 8872  Email address: mikeprescott7@hotmail.com 
Editor: Kevin Davies          Phone: 040 301 8979                           Email address: kdav1951@gmail.com 

  
 
Hybrid Teams 
 
The 3-week Hybrid teams sessions start on 
Thursday nights on 20th June. This event 
uses a mixture of swiss teams (VP) and 
board a match (VP) scoring. 
 

 
The 2018 winners were: 

 
 
 
NSBC Festival, Normal sessions 
All the normal sessions on Congress days 
will be Red Point events, at both Club 
Willoughby and East Lindfield. 
 
 
 

 
 

Festival: EL Restricted & Novice 
Events, sponsored by “Two Men 
and a Truck” 
 
The Festival starts at East Lindfield with two 
restricted & novice congress events, targeted 
at our improving players.  
 
On Saturday 22nd June, starting at 10am, 
there is the Festival Restricted & novice 
Congress Teams of 4.  The format will 
depend on the number of entries. 

 
 
Last year’s Teams winners were: 

 
 
 
On Sunday 23nd June, starting at 10am, 
there is the Festival Restricted & Novice 
Congress Pairs. This will be Matchpointed 
pairs, with the format dependent on the 
number of entries.  
 

 
 
Last year’s Pairs winners were: 
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Festival: Thursday Matchpointed 
Swiss Pairs 

 
This is an open event that is worth CC points 
for any members in the top 7 outright 
positions. 

 
This is the first Festival Congress event at 
Club Willoughby and it will be held on 
Thursday 27 June, starting at 10am. The 
format has been changed this year and a 

Matchpointed Swiss format is being used. 
 
Last year’s graded pairs winners: 

 
 
Festival: Friday Swiss Teams 

 
This is an open event that is worth  
CC points for any members in the top 7 
teams. 
 
It is the second Festival Congress event at 
Club Willoughby and it will be held on Friday 
28 June, starting at 10am. 
 
Last year’s Winners: 

 
 
Festival: Saturday Swiss Pairs 

 
This is an open event that is worth CC points 
for any members in the top 7 positions in 
each direction.  It will be the third Festival 
Congress event at Club Willoughby and it will 
be held on Saturday 29 June, starting at 
10am. 

The format used is IMP/VP with Swiss draws; 
NS and EW fields are usually separate, 
producing two outright winners. 
Last year’s winners were: 

 
 
Festival: “TBIB” Swiss Teams 

 
This is an open event that is worth double 
CC points for any members in the top 7 
teams. 
 
This is the final Festival Congress event at 
Club Willoughby and it will be held on 
Sunday 30th June, starting at 10am. This is 
our big sponsored teams event and the 
format will be IMP/VP with Swiss draws. 
 
Last year’s Winners: 

 
 
ANC Swiss Pairs 
The ANC Swiss Pairs is being held while the 
ANC (Interstate teams and Butler) are on in 
Melbourne. It is a two-session event with 
the popular IMP / VP Swiss format, starting 
on Thursday night, 18th July. 
 

 
 
The 2018 winners were: 
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CW State Teams Qualifier 
Club Willoughby will be running a 3-session 
daytime event on Tuesday afternoons, 
starting on 2nd July.  These are qualifying 
sessions for the NSW Open teams.  

 
 

 
The 2018 winners were: 

 
 
EL Butler Pairs championship 
This will be a 3-session Butler Pairs 
Championship (Red Points), to be held on 
Tuesday nights at East Lindfield, starting on 
Tuesday 11th June. 
 

 
 
Last year’s Winners: 

 

EL State Open Pairs Qualifier 
This will be a 3-session Matchpoint Pairs 
Championship (Red Points) to be held on 
Tuesday mornings at East Lindfield, starting 
at 10am, from Tuesday 11th June. This event 
qualifies pairs to the NSW State Pairs. 
 

 
 
Last Year’s Winners: 

 
 
CW GNOT Metro Daytime Qualifier 
 
This is the final opportunity to play for a spot 
in the NSW GNOT Metro final, or just to play 
for “ ” against local club 
members. It’s a 3-session daytime event at 
Club Willoughby on Tuesday afternoons at 
1pm starting on Tuesday 20th August. 
 

 
 
The 2018 winners were: 
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4  Our Game of Bridge 

 

 
Matthew McManus has 

been the Chief Director of 
the NSWBA since 1995. 
He officiates at a number 

of events around the 
country and in New 

Zealand in his capacity as 
a National Director, and is 
a very occasional bridge 

player. 

Just because 
 
There are many situations in bridge where 
what is conventional wisdom is really not that 
wise. Quite often, someone says, “so and so 
told me that….”. And also, quite often the “so 
and so” is a director, so therefore it must be 
true! A little more investigation usually shows 
that the person doing the quoting was 
relaying what they wanted to hear, not what 
they were actually told. So, in the interests of 
trying to shed a little more light, here are a 
range of “just because” situations….  
 
Just because an opponent claims, and there 
is a trump outstanding, it doesn’t mean that 
you will get an extra trick. There are a range 
of tests that the director will use before 
deciding what the appropriate ruling will be. 
In many cases, it may result in an extra trick 
or tricks to the non-claiming side, but it is not 
automatic.  
 
Just because someone revokes, it does not 
mean that there will be an automatic 2 trick 
penalty. The rules for revoking are quite 
complex – call the Director – make him do his 
job!  
 
Just because on the hand records Deep 
Finesse says that partner can make 7NT, it 
doesn’t mean that they have bid incorrectly, 
or misplayed, when they only made 9 tricks in 
3NT. The Deep Finesse analysis can 
frequently be quite misleading. It is based on 
what you could do if you saw all the hands. 
Sometimes making the same number of 
tricks as Deep Finesse can be indicative of 
bad play, not good play.  
 

Suppose you find yourself in 7NT and have 
to make 4 tricks out of this suit combination: J 
T 9 8 opposite A Q 7 6. Deep Finesse makes 
it by playing the ace on the first round to drop 
the singleton king. However, in real life that 
would be a very bad play. You would be 
taking a line with a 2.5% chance of success, 
as opposed to the 50% chance by finessing.  
 
Just because the players take the cards 
from the wrong pocket of the board and look 
at them, it does not mean that you won’t be 
able to play the board. One of two things may 
have occurred:  
1. North took out South’s cards and East 

took out West’s cards, and vice versa. 
NS still have the NS cards and EW still 
have the EW cards. The board is played 
and scored normally.  

2. The players take the cards out of the 
board, but the board is turned through 90 
degrees. That is, West has South’s 
cards, North has West’s, East has 
North’s and South has East’s. This 
known as an arrow switch board, and in 
most cases the director can allow the 
board to be played this way. NS and EW 
will get the score they get based on the 
cards they actually hold and play with. 
This is even though in normal 
circumstances they would have had the 
other ones. This leads to… 

 
Just because the hands are arrow-switched, 
it doesn’t mean that the result will be unfair to 
your side. In fact, it will not be unfair at all. 
You will get the result you deserve. Some 
players are incensed and believe that they 
are hugely deprived by not getting the right 
cards. Such thoughts may be real though 
they are not rational. If one side is 
disadvantaged, then surely you would think 
that the other side must benefit.  
 
Very recently, I was confronted with the 
following arguments from both sides about 
the unfairness of the arrowswitch. According 
to the hand record, NS could make 6♠. But 
the board was arrowswitched, so the EW pair 
got to hold the good cards. NS were furious 
that they had missed out on a possible slam. 
(“That’s so unfair”). Their actual Matchpoint 
score on the board was rather good as the 
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opponents who held the cards didn’t bid the 
slam, but they were still unsatisfied. EW, on 
their part, were also unhappy – they played 
the hand in 3NT, which only just made, not a 
good score compared with the rest of the 
room. What was their complaint? If they had 
had the proper cards, they would not have 
had the opportunity to have the bidding mix 
up that they did.  
 
Just because you think it is boiling hot, it 
doesn’t mean everyone else does. Please 
remember!  
 
Just because a special agreement is on the 
system card, it does not mean that you are 
excused from your responsibility to alert it. 
For example, the opponents open 1NT, your 
partner bids 2♥. You play DONT, so this 
shows hearts and spades. You fail to alert it 
and the opponents get into trouble when they 
end up in a spade contract and assume that 
she just has hearts. If the director is called, it 
will be no defence to say, “But it is on the 
system card”. You still have an obligation to 
alert an agreement which the opponents may 
not know about.  
 
Just because an opponent claims without 
stating a line of play, it does not mean that 
you can tell them how to play the cards. With 
5 cards to go, declarer has this club suit: A K 
Q J 2 opposite 7 6 5 4 3 and just puts their 
hand face up on the table. You have T98. 
You cannot make them play a low club first, 
so you can make a trick. If you object to the 
claim, you must call the director.  
The Laws set out a procedure that the 
director follows in the event of a disputed 
claim. If there is a careless way that the 
claimer could lose a trick, then it will be 
awarded to the opponents. However, an 
irrational line of play will not be forced upon 
the claimer. Here to play ♣2 first is clearly 
irrational and ridiculous.  
 
Just because you expect partner to pass 
your sign off, you can’t write the contract on 
your personal score card before he has bid. 
Nothing more to say! 

 

 
 
The following article is a typical ABF daily 
column that you can subscribe too: 

 

MIKE LAWRENCE 

World Champion Mike 

Lawrence is well known as a 

bridge player, author and 

teacher. An original member of 

the Dallas Aces, Michael has won 

three world titles and eighteen 

national titles. 

 

Guessing everyone’s shape 

before the opening lead is made.  
 

Everyone has one of those special moments 
when you see something that might not 
normally be spotted. A few weeks ago, I was 
teaching a group of players at my house and 
this hand came up.  I sat South. 

 
Two Over One bidding. East’s 2♦ raise shows 
6-9 support points.  
 

ED: Note not playing 
inverted minors! 
 

This was my hand: 
 

 

 
At the table, before my partner made her 
opening lead, I noticed something very rare. 
Without seeing the lead or the dummy, it was 
possible to state what everyone’s distribution 
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was. This is not a trick question. All the facts 
you need are in place.  
 
Here are some important questions you need 
to think of. How many points does your 
partner have?  Why did your partner not 
overcall or balance?  If you are going to try to 
work this out, you should stop now and do it. 
If you want the answer, continue reading.  
 
Firstly, opener did not bid again so opener 
rates to have a minimum hand. Your RHO 
only raised to 2♦. He won’t have much either. 
This means that they can have from eighteen 
to twenty-three points.  
 
You have eight points. If your opponents 
have eighteen, your partner has fourteen. Not 
likely. They must have a little more than 
minimum values.  
 
If your opponents have twenty-three, your 
partner has nine points. With nine points or 
more, your partner would try to balance if she 
could. It is very poor in general to hear the 
opponents bid a suit and raise that suit and 
then allow them to play it there. They have a 
fit and letting them play in one of these 
contracts is usually bad.  
 
Why did partner, who normally is aggressive 
at balancing, not balance this time? The 
logical answer is that her distribution is bad. 
She might have three diamonds.  
If your partner has three diamonds, it means 
that they have seven. Almost surely, East will 
have four of them for the raise, and that 
means opener has three. 
 
What shape might opener have if she has 
three diamonds? Opener can have only one 
shape with three diamonds that opens 1♦ in 
standard bidding.  
Opener has 4-4-3-2 distribution.  
 
If my partner has three diamonds, she would 
lean toward bidding a four-card major if she 
could. She would be rooting for me to have 
one or two diamonds and hopefully, some 
support for her major. But my partner did not 
bid. It sounds like she has no four-card 
major. That leaves her with 3-3-3-4 
distribution.  

I know she has three cards in each major 
because if she had two, the opponents would 
have an eight-card fit and they would have 
bid it.  
All of this leaves your RHO with three 
spades, three hearts, four diamonds, and 
three clubs.  
Here is the actual hand. 

 
 
The bidding may look just a little odd. Many 
players holding the East hand would bid 1NT. 
Actually, I like East’s raise. It allows opener 
to bid notrump if they want, and that surely 
will be better than having East bid notrump. 
His three little cards in spades and clubs 
suggest that notrump from East’s side of the 
table is not a good idea.  
 
On this hand, the 2♦ raise did not work well. 
But it was well thought out and, on any hand, 
where opener is about to look for game, 
giving opener the chance to play the hand is 
a good thought.  
 
Incidentally, if West has a hand with 
diamonds and some shape, East’s 2♦ bid will 
help West judge when to play in a diamond 
contract. A nice, unselfish bid by East. 
 

 
The Bridge Shop has partnered with the 
North Shore Bridge Club and we are 
delighted to offer all club members a 15% 
discount. We welcome you to drop into our 
store at 182 Penshurst Street Willoughby or 
redeem your discount by using the code 
NS15 at checkout on our web site. 
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5. For the Newer Players  

 

Ask yourself 

what could go 

wrong before 

deciding on a 

line of play.  

By Pat O’Connor  

 
 

The bidding: 

 
 

You are sitting South with 23 HCP and a 
strong spade suit.  You open 2♣, essentially 
forcing to game.  Partner bids 2♦, a waiting 
bid that says nothing about diamonds.  You 
show your spade suit by bidding 2♠.  Partner 
has support for spades but nothing else and 
signs off in game.  West leads the ♣Q which 
you win perforce with the ♣A in your hand. 
What is your plan? 
 

Analysis 
You have four losers - one in hearts and 
three in diamonds, so you need to eliminate 
one of them.  You could plan to ruff a 
diamond loser in dummy or you could play a 
diamond from dummy towards your ♦K.  If 
East has the ♦A this will eliminate a diamond 
loser.   
 
What will you do? 

Not playing a board 
 
One of the situations we find most difficult as 
directors, is having to ask a table to average 
a board (not play it) when the table is running 
late.  Often it is not their fault at all, as their 
opponents arrived late – again probably 
through no fault of their own.  However, 
somewhere along the line we must intervene 
and ask a table to take an average, or else 
the whole game gets behind.  Sometimes it is 
pointed out to us that the tables on either 
side are still playing and now they will have 
to wait – insult added to injury!  But the other 
tables will be well into the board already, and 
if the late table starts a new board, then 
everyone will have to wait 7 minutes – and so 
it goes on.    
 
The simple guideline is “don’t start a board 
when there is less than 3 minutes on the 
clock” – that’s when the timer turns red.  And 
if you are asked not to start a new board, we 
are truly grateful to those players who 
graciously accept the situation and move on.   
 
Which brings me to another point; the 
difference between all 4 players looking at 
their hands and Passing, as opposed to not 
playing the board because you have run out 
of time. 
 
When all 4 players look at their hands and 
Passed: 
An example would be where each hand has 
10 HCPs, and each hand has the dreaded 4-
3-3-3 shape; no one has an opening hand, so 
there are 4 Passes.  You enter the board 
number and then press the King key, which 
you will see has the word “Pass” underneath 
the “King” and everyone gets a score of zero.  
If another table gets to a 2S contract say, and 
they make it, they will do better than you with 
+110, if they go down you will win out.  
Hence the varying percentages. 
 
When you run out of time and don’t play 
the board at all: 
Simply enter the board number, and the 
contract as zero.  The Bridgemate will say 
“No Play” which the opponents should 
ACCEPT as usual.  You will all get 50%. 
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Keep learning with Anita Curtis 

 

Build on the Basics follows the “Introduction 
to Bridge” and the “Bridge Basics” courses 
for new players.  It introduces new ideas, 
together with play analysis and techniques.  

 

 

Develop Your Skills provides further 
development of bidding and play to bring 
players up to an intermediate level.  

 

 

Broaden Your Skills is for intermediate 
players with typically 3 years of Bridge 
experience.  

 

 

Want to keep learning? 

Call Anita Curtis on 0405 449 767 

or email  ac210927@bigpond.net.au 

Your Rookie and Supervised games: 
 

    

    
 

 

 

Note that there is a 15-minute talk on a 
bidding or play topic, before most of the 
Supervised and Rookie sessions.    

Want to join in? 
Just come along (with or without a 
partner) and enjoy the game. 
 
 
Your Restricted games: 

 

   
 

 

mailto:mikeprescott7@hotmail.com


North Shore Bridge Club   Page Number 14 

Manager: Mike Prescott         Phone: 043 552 8872  Email address: mikeprescott7@hotmail.com 
Editor: Kevin Davies          Phone: 040 301 8979                           Email address: kdav1951@gmail.com 

The Solution to Pat’s Problem  
 
The full hand: 

 
Before proceeding, it is a good idea to play 
through both scenarios in your mind. 
 
Let’s mentally try leading a diamond from 
dummy towards the ♦K.  The only way to 
dummy is to lead a spade to the ♠J.  So, you 
do that and lead a diamond from dummy.  
Let’s assume the worst - West has the ♦A 
and returns a trump.  You win and duck a 
diamond. West wins again and returns a third 
trump.  This leaves you with no trumps in 
dummy to ruff a diamond, so you go down. 
 
What happens if you duck a diamond 
immediately at Trick 2?  The opponents can 
win and lead a trump but you then lead a 
second diamond.  They can lead a second 
trump but you have the ♠J left in dummy to 
ruff the third diamond.  This second plan will 
work, so it is the one to choose. 
 
This is a case where South would have been 
better off being dealt the ♦2 instead of the ♦K.  
Then there would be no temptation to try and 
set up the ♦K. 
 

Key Point 
 
Ask yourself what could go wrong before 
deciding on a line of play. 
 

Counting a suit 
 
The traditional way to count a suit is to count 
up to 13 as the cards are played.    For 
example, you are the declarer in 4S; you hold 
5 spades and dummy has 3, for an 8-card fit.  
Maybe you lose a couple of tricks and then 
get in with a ruff; that’s 1 trump gone.  Now 
you play a round of trumps and they both 
follow suit; that’s 5 trumps gone etc, counting 
up to 13. 
 
An alternative idea that some people find 
easier, is to focus simply on the cards that 
you can’t see.  In the above example, when 
you ruff in, nothing changes, there are still 5 
trumps out.  Now you play a round of trumps 
and they both follow suit, there are 3 trumps 
out, and so on, counting down to zero.   
 
And on the same subject, I’m often asked 
“when will I be able to count all the suits”.  My 
answer is, “probably never”!  Start with the 
trump suit.  Once you can count that without 
too much difficulty, then have a look at the 
other 3 suits to see if there is a suit you are 
interested in and count that as well.  And that 
will serve you well for a long time to come! 
 

Ready for even more challenges?  
 

Trumps friendly Pairs 
On Sunday 9th June, this event is targeted at 
restricted pairs. 

NSWBA Teams of Three on Sunday 2nd 
June, this event at the NSWBA clubrooms, is 
where you enter as a team of 3, get allocated 
an experienced captain who will play 2 
rounds of the SWISS Teams event with each 
of the 3 players. 

As mentioned earlier under “Club Events”, 

our NSBC Festival of Bridge starts 

with the Restricted and Novice Pairs and 
Teams at our East Lindfield venue over the 
weekend 22/23 June. These are Red Point 
events for Restricted and Novice players – 
that’s you!  
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6.  Solutions 
 
Bidding Challenge Hand 1 problem 

 

 
South (the dealer) Passes. 
North bids a weak 2H. 
South pre-empts 4H. 
 
Solution: 
This hand comes from the Gold Coast Teams 
(played at 464 tables in 5 grades from Open 
to Novice teams) and is a tough competitive 
auction. 
 

 
 
Results across the 5 graded sections were: 
 

 
NS: Any positive or low loss (<-600) scores 
positive IMPS or +64% at Match points. 
 
EW: must get to at least 5♦ or double any 
further hearts bids to score well. 6♦ is a 
difficult top contract to reach. 

The full hand: 
 

 
 
Suggested competitive bidding: 

 
Notes on the competitive bidding. My choices 
of bids are highlighted and, in the table, 
above. 
 

West:1♦ Standard 19 HCPs, unbalanced 

hand, open longest suit. Not enough for a GF 
bid but a good 5-loser hand. 

 

North: 2♥  Weak 6+ ♥ suit normally 6-9, 

but at this favorable vulnerability, opposite a 
passed partner, could be much less.  
I might make an even more aggressive 
overcall of 3♥ with my 6-card suit! 

 

East: given the weak 2♥ bid by North, there 

is a choice of bids: You have at least a 9-card 
diamond fit, a heart void and 4 HCPs.  
Partner likely has a big hand, but we are 
Vulnerable! 

• Pass and wait, intending to bid 5♦ over 4♥. 
Bit this allows NS to pre-empt my partner. 

• 3♦ Try just a simple raise and see what the 
opponents and my partner do? 

• 5♦ a bigger weak jump? Should stop the 
auction, but maybe too high? 

• 4♦ Partner may take that as strong 
Minorwood (♦) bid. 

• 3♥ strong cue raise, or asking for a 
stopper to muddy the waters for NS. May 
push partner too high. 
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South: given the 3♦ min support bid by 

East, South has a choice of bids: Partner 
(North) is long and weak in hearts. We have 
a 10-card heart fit, you have only 1 defensive 
trick, but favourable vulnerability (Green v 
Red). We have less than 16 HCPs in total, 
they have at least 25 HCPs. What should 
South bid? 

• 4♦ Cue, a good heart raise! Trying to 
confuse the opponents into not bidding on. 

• 4♥ A pre-emptive bid trying to buy the 
contract. 

• Pass and wait and see what they do? But 
why give the opponents bidding space? 

• 5♥ A big pre-emptive bid, may push them 
into a 6♦ contract which could make or get 
ourselves doubled! 5♥x is far too much! 

 

West: Given the 4♥ bid by South, having 

been pre-empted out of a 3NT bid, what to 
bid now? 

• Double, looking for a 4♥x penalty. But we 
have too many diamonds for a rich X. 

• Pass, nothing going for this bid as we 
have the majority of HCPs and they are 
pre-empting us. 

• 5♦, a practical bid, as partner just bid 3♦ 
planning to double a 5♥ bid for penalty. 

• 4NT keycard in diamonds, suggesting to 
partner that we are possibly in slam 
territory. Planning to convert 5♣ to 5♦, 
and Pass 5♦! 

 

North:  Given 4NT by East, Pass; this is 

too high, I have made my bid (weak 2♥) so 
my partner is in control. 

 

East:  Given 4NT/W, partner is very strong, 

using Keycard in diamonds, but did not open 
a GF. I have 1 Ace and a heart void, but little 
else. What to bid? 
1. 5♦ (1 or 4) showing my one keycard 
2. 5♥ (2 no ♦Q), showing my void as a 

Keycard and forcing the partnership to 6♦ 
3. 6♦ signoff; not telling my opponents 

anything. 

 

South: Pass. 5♥x would be too much, and 

5♦ may go down as we have up to 16HCPs. 

 

West: Pass, unlikely to bid 6♦, missing a 

Keycard and maybe the ♦Q. Partner only bid 
a minimum 3♦ after all 

 
I would settle for a 5♦ contract in this complex 
competitive auction. But if I thought that we 
were doing badly and losing the teams match, 
maybe I’d punt 6♦ to try to recover some 
IMPs. 
 
Some deals are difficult to bid, especially in 
auctions with both partnerships actively 
bidding.  
 
But you must be prepared to be competitive, 
understanding what is going on at the table, if 
you want to win at bridge in the long term. 

 
Bidding challenge: Hand 2 Problem 
 

 
 
North (dealer) opens the bidding with 1♣. 
How do you bid the hand? 
 

This hand was also played at the Gold Coast 
Congress by 466 tables in various grades. 
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The full hand: 
 

 
The par contracts are 3NT or 5♦ by 
West, protecting the ♣K from the 
opening lead.  26 different results 
across the 466 tables were recorded 
on the board.  Key result bands were: 
 

 
 
The likely auction at most tables: 

 
 
How did NS talk 200+ EWs out of their 
cold 3NT/5♦? 
 
The EW problem starts with a timid 
pass by East. With favorable 
vulnerability (Green v Red) you must 
get into the bidding early.  You have a 
good trick-taking 6/4 hand (but only 8 
HCPs).  If South squeaks out a 1♥ bid, 
and even over West’s strong 1NT bid, 
North can either make a “support X”  
or bid 2♥ with their shape. 
 

Over a support X by North, showing 3 hearts, 
East has a few options to describe their hand 
to partner: 

• XX: Penalty, shows some good values, 
but likely flattish. 

• 2♦: 5+ diamonds, weak signoff? 

• 3♦: 6+ diamonds, points, but may miss a 
4-4 spade contract? 

• 2♥: Strong cue raise, showing 4 spades 

 
 
Over a 2♥ bid by North, East has a 
good two-suiter, but fewer options: 
 

• double (negative) showing at least 
4-4 in the side suits and some 
points. 

• 3♥ Strong cue raise, with 4 
spades. Partner will bid 3NT. 
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West now has the bidding problem, 
with 4 basic options: 
 

• Pass – For a Vulnerable Penalty. 
15HCPs, but has no first-round controls, 
this is risky. If Pass, then attack with ♥K 
to remove North’s ruffing power.  But N/S 
still can make 6 tricks, for +500 against 
best defence.  

• 3♦ - Agree diamonds, signoff in at least 
the 4/4 fit. Safe move, will likely score a 
positive, 9 tricks. 

• 2NT  Settle for part score in NTs 

• 3NT Bid game, hope for a heart 
lead. Hard to find this bid, with partner’s 
Pass on the first round. I would expect 
only a part score hand, so this is an 
overbid. 

 
Another possibility is a poor EW free bidding 
and still not reaching 3NT. Suggested free 
bidding sequence to 3NT is: 
 

 
 
Join the North Shore Bridge Club Pre-Paid 
system (PP) and enjoy the benefits.  

 

Playing 3NT by West  
 
North’s best opening lead? 
 
Assuming the suggested standard auction, a 

4th highest club is likely the best lead, 

you still have ♥A for entry to cash the clubs.  
 
West’s planning to make the contract 
 
The contract looks good for 9 tricks.   
Winners: 1♣+6♦+2♠ = 9 
Losers: 1♥+ 4♣ after ♣ lead 
 
Problems: 

• The diamond suit needs to be untangled  

• Play ♦A first, in case South (most likely) 
has all 3 diamonds and then I can safely 
finesse. 

• I cannot touch the heart suit, or they will 
cash 5 tricks (1♥ + 4♣). So just go for the 
contract and ignore the possibility of 
overtricks. 

 
Play – Card by Card 
T1 West, take South’s ♣Q with your ♣K 
T2 Small ♦9 to East’s ♦A, both follow 
T3 Small diamond to West’s ♦K (♦Q 

drops) 
T4/5 Cash West’s high diamond tricks 

(unblocking) 
T6 Small spade to East’s ♠A 
T7/8 Cash remaining two diamond tricks 
T9 Small spade back to ♠K = 9 tricks 
T10 ♥K.  If North discards correctly, he can 

cash the 4 remaining tricks. 

 

Playing 5♦ by West  
 
North’s best opening lead? 
♦5, as cashing unsupported Aces over the 
top of a NT hand is likely to give away tricks. 
 
Planning and play by West 
Looks straight forward, draw last trump, lead 
♥K to North’s Ace. (if South has the ♣A you 
are going down). 
North will now cash the ♣A, else you will 
make 12 tricks.  Now you have 11 tricks! 
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7. Congress News  
 

ABF News and Coming Events  
 

 
. 
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NSWBA and Congress Events 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Upcoming Congress events 
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