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1.  Improve Your Slam bidding 
1a. Featured Slam hand 

 

 

 
 

This hand was played at 15 tables in either 5♥, 
6♥ or 7♥.    Everybody made 13 tricks, 
however EW were punished for not bidding a 
slam in both forms of scoring. 
 
Scoring by Match points 

 
In MPs scoring – bidding 6♥ only scores 32% 
 
 
Scoring by IMPs (Swiss Pairs) 

 
In IMPs scoring 7♥ is the only plus score. 
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The full hand 

 
 
The Play: 
 
South’s Lead? 
♥9 is a standard trump lead against a Grand 
Slam, alternatively the ♠Q as top of a 
sequence.  I would lead the ♥9. 
 
Count your Losers and Winners: 
No top losers. 
Draw trumps, ruff 3 spades in the East hand, 
the rest are top tricks.  Easy 13 Tricks! 
 
The Play Card by Card 

  
 
The only problem is having the confidence 
to bid a 7♥ grand slam contract! 

1b. Bidding Challenge 
 
Hand 1, (South is the dealer and Passes) 

 
 
Hand 2 

 
 
Bid these hands with your partner. My 
solutions later in the newsletter 
 
1c. Play the hand Challenge 
 

 

 
You end up in the reasonable 6♠ contract and 
West leads ♥K. 

  
 
Plan the play? 
Losers: 1 heart, already cashed. 
Winners: 5♠ + 3♦ + 3♣ = 11, the twelfth trick 
can come from either minor suit, if they break 
favourably. How can you improve your 
chances of making 6♠?   Answer later: 
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2 Club News 

2a. From the Committee 

                        

As you would be aware, Mike Prescott 
recently resigned as Club Manager.  
However, after a number of constructive 
discussions, we are delighted to announce 
that Mike will not be leaving the Club and will 
be continuing in his role as Club Manager.  

We are looking forward to another fantastic 
year at NSBC. 

John Brownie, President 

 

2b. David Beauchamp – Makes the 2019 
Australian Mixed Team 
David Beauchamp & Jodi Tutty, together with 
Renee Cooper & Ben Thompson won the 
right to represent AUS in its mixed team.  
 
They will play in the Mixed Teams 2019 
World Teams Championships and any 
event that might be a precursor, such as a 
Zone 7 Mixed Team Playoff should it occur.   
Well Done David! 
 

 
The Team: Jodi, David, Renee & Ben 

2c. From the Library 
 
New to the Novice section this year are 
several books written by Joan Butts. Joan is 
well-known across the country for bridge 
teacher training. Her books cover the basics 
for the absolute beginner as well as the 
rookie level. We have also purchased her 
slim-line workbooks so students can practise 
the techniques taught by the books and also 
by our own wonderful teachers. These 

workbooks are excellent if you only want to 
dip into a book for a few minutes at a time. 

Suggested accompaniment: Cloudy Bay 
Sauvignon Blanc! 

2d. From the Management 
A recent study of the results of the NSBC 
teaching program at CW revealed some 
interesting facts that are probably not known 
to many of you. The new player section of 
our club has become extremely significant! 
 
Over 300 of our club members have come 
through the teaching program. Combining the 
games in a typical week at CW for the less 
experienced player, plus the lessons, this 
less than 20% of the membership provides 
roughly 50% of the “seats at the table”, with 
the Open Game making up the other 50%. 
 

The ABF marketing plan addresses the 
vexed issue of retention of beginners and 
suggests that typically clubs retain 25 – 35% 
of all new starters, measured by those that 
are club members a year later. It is therefore 
very pleasing to note that of the 128 new 
player enrolments at CW in 2018, 57 are paid 
up members for 2019, that’s a 45% retention. 
 

To what can we attribute this success? 

• Success breeds success; word of mouth 
brings in most of the new students and 
improving players. 

• The NSBC offers more choice of games 
for improving players than the smaller 
clubs, so that even if players learn 
elsewhere, they come to us to develop 
their bridge. 

• The short talk before each session is, we 
believe, an attraction. 

• The Eddie Kantar material, purchased by 
the club, has made a valuable 
contribution to our advanced teaching. 

• And finally, there are our teachers and 
new player directors. A Rookie player 
recently told us that having tried bridge at 
another club and failed, at CW she had 
found “unparalleled teaching, support 
and encouragement”. She now plays 
several times a week. 

Well done to the new player team! 
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2e. Beginners Courses start in February: 

 

Continuing the subject of new players, know 
anyone who would like to learn this 
fascinating game of ours?  “Introduction to 
Bridge” is a 6-week course, run at both Club 
Willoughby and at East Lindfield, for the new 
player.  There are still some vacancies at 
both venues, so last-minute entries will be 
accepted. 

 

 

The 2019 semesters with Liz Wilkinson are 
scheduled to start at Club Willoughby on: 

• Mondays at 7pm, from 4th 
February and   

• Tuesdays at 10:30am 
from 5th February.  

 

 

The 2019 semesters with Ed Barnes are 
scheduled to start at East Lindfield on: 

• Tuesdays at 2pm, from 5th 
March and   

• Tuesdays at 7pm from 5th 
March.  

 
 

3. Club Events 

3a. Completed events 
 
Canberra Matchpoint pairs 
 

 
 
New Year’s Day RED Point events 
 

 
 
Australia Day Holiday RED Point events 
 

 
 

  

Want to start a bridge 
beginner course?   

 
February at Club Willoughby? 

 
Call Sue Crompton on 

0416 290 867  
 
 

Want to start a bridge 
beginner course?   

 
March at East Lindfield? 

 
Call Sue Crompton on  

0416 290 867  
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January 2018 Monthly Winners 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3b. Upcoming NSBC Tournament Events 
 

 

 

 

 

ABF Masterpoint scheme 

You can find your current Masterpoint 
ranking at the ABF Masterpoint Centre by 
either your Name or ABF Number:  Type this 
link into your browser, or Control & Click, and 
explore!  

http://www.abfmasterpoints.com.au/my
awards.asp 
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Club Mixed Championship Pairs  
This is the 2nd of 12 events counting towards 
the 2019 Club champion. 

 
The RED Point NSBC Mixed Pairs 
Championship event starts on 28th February 
and runs for four Thursday nights. The 
winners will be requested to represent NSBC 
in the State Mixed Pairs finals at the NSWBA 
on 25/26th May 2019.  The format will be a 
two-session qualifying, followed by a Grand 
Final and a Consolation Final, structure 
dependent on entries.  Last year’s winners 
were: 
 

 
 
This is the 32nd year that this event has been 
run, initially at Lindfield and then continued 
by the NSBC.  Will you get your names 
added to our honour boards? 
 

 

East Lindfield Swiss Pairs Congress 
This is the 3rd of 12 events counting towards 
the 2019 Club champion. 

 
The NSBC Swiss Pairs Congress is being 
held on Sunday March 17th at our East 
Lindfield venue.  
 
It is an ideal opportunity to come and taste 
Swiss Pairs (IMP/VP Scoring). 
The format will depend on entries.   
 
In 2018 it was played as a single field over 7 
matches. 
 
Last year’s winners were: 
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EL Mixed Pairs Championship (Night time 
qualifying for State Mixed)) 
 
The EL Mixed Pairs Championship is run 
over 3 sessions on Tuesday nights at 7:30pm 
at East Lindfield, starting on 5th March. 
Format: Sum of 3 sessions percentages to 
determine the winners. 
 
This is a RED Point Event at EL. The 
winners will be requested to represent NSBC 
in the State Mixed Pairs finals at the NSWBA 
on 25/26th May 2019. 
 
Last year’s winners were: 

 
 
This year is the 4th Year that this event has 
been run at East Lindfield. Will you get your 
names added to our honour boards? 
 

 

Northern Suburbs Inter-club Teams 
Challenge 
 

 
 
The Margaret Smale Northern Suburbs 
interclub team challenge is to be held at the 
Trumps Bridge Centre on March 10th. 
 
Trumps won last year and we at the NSBC 
do not want this to happen again!  We need 
eight good teams to represent the NSBC at 
the interclub event all grades.  If we win the 
event, we can host it in 2020. 
 

• Join the fun and enjoy the challenge. 

• The NSBC will enter 8 teams and will pay 
team entry fees. 

• At least 1 team will be reserved for an 
East Lindfield team. 

• Entry includes a light lunch and nibbles. 

• The 2019 Director is Nick Hughes. 

• Venue: Trumps Bridge Centre at 
Mosman - 9:45 for 10am start, finish 
about 5pm. 

• All teams will be graded from Novice to 
Open and allocated to sections:  

o 2 open teams,  
o 2 with < 750 MPs,  
o 2 with < 300 MPs and  
o 2 with < 100 MPs. 

• Teams will play within these sections, so 
you will play against teams of equal 
grade. IMPs teams scoring will be used. 

• The 2018 competition had 4 graded 
sections, this is dependent on club 
entries. 

• All section results will have equal weight 
in tallying the eventual Club Winner. 

• The "Margaret Smale" Perpetual Trophy 
will be awarded to the winning club. 

• The winning club will usually host the 
next 2020 inter-club teams’ event. At an 
NSBC venue we hope! 
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4 Our Game of Bridge 
 

4a. From the Director 

 

In August last year, the new Laws of Bridge 
came into force in Australia. In many cases, 
the variations are of little practical effect. I 
have summarised some of the more 
significant changes that players may notice 
and need to know about. This summary is not 
intended as a complete description of the 
relevant laws.  

Unintended calls  

The opportunities to change an unintended 
call have been significantly reduced. An error 
which arises because of the player's loss of 
concentration as to the level of the auction 
can no longer be changed. This is the case 
even though the call may not be one which 
the player ever intended to make.  

For example, with spades agreed as trumps, 
West bids 4NT, Blackwood. East responds 
5♥ (two without the queen). West starts 
thinking about whether to bid the slam or sign 
off at the five level. Eventually, he decides 
that 5♠ is enough, but this decision comes 
out as Pass. Even though he never intended 
to pass, he can no longer change the call to 
the bid of 5♠ he intended. (The same 
restriction will apply in other similar 
situations: for example, when a player 
passes an artificial Bergen-style raise.)  

The same principle now also applies in 
regard to declarer's call of a card from 
dummy. Effectively, only legitimate slips of 
the tongue can now be changed. Loss of 
concentration or changes of mind are not 
viable excuses to correct. For instance, 
saying "small, I mean ace" will now mean that 
no change is allowed. The director can allow 
a change if he is satisfied that it was just a 
slip of the tongue.  

Potential allowable examples:  

1) "king of hearts, I mean king of diamonds"  

2) "small spade" while declarer is pointing at 
dummy's clubs 

Calling the Director  

It has always been a requirement in the Laws 
that the director be called whenever there is 
an irregularity. This has been reinforced in 
the new laws. It may become particularly 
relevant if, at the end of the auction, the 
declaring side reveals that there has been 
incorrect information given about their 
bidding. If the players fail to call the director 
at the time and it turns out that the director 
could have done something to rectify it had 
he been called, then both sides are liable to 
get their worst possible score on the board. 
The new law specifically states that 
ignorance of the law is no excuse. 

Calls out of turn  

Under the old laws, the penalties arising due 
to calls out of rotation could be very harsh. 
Often times, a player's partner was barred 
from bidding for the whole auction. Under the 
new laws, the partner can make his normal 
call. Depending on the action now taken by 
the player who originally called out of turn, 
the auction will either continue without 
penalty or the player's partner will have to 
pass for one round. The director will make a 
determination on a case by case basis using 
the guidelines in the laws regarding 
"comparable calls". 

Claims  

Previously when there was a claim, play 
stopped. If there was any dispute it was 
decided by the director. Now, play may be 
continued at the request of the non-claiming 
side provided all four players at the table 
agree. The result obtained at the table will 
stand.  

     Matthew 
 
Matthew McManus has been the Chief 
Director of the NSWBA since 1995. He 
officiates at a number of events here & in NZ 
in his capacity as a National Director.  He is a 
very occasional bridge player. 
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4b. Useful Bidding Tools 

 

 

Using these two tools to bid this slam: 

 

Possible contracts from Pianola 

 

 

 
 
6NT by West: Notes on the play of the hand:  
 
North would probably lead ♠9.  
 
West’s plan: 
 
If the clubs break, 5♣ +1♦ +2♥ +4♠ = 12 
tricks.  If the clubs don’t break, a heart 
finesse is required.  You must test the clubs 
before playing hearts. 
 

The NSBC Pre-Paid System 
 
Join the North Shore Bridge Club Pre-Paid 
system (PP) and enjoy the benefits: 

• 5% discount on table money, 

• no need to find cash at the table 

• a free game in your birthday month. 
 
You will receive a monthly statement by 
email, and reminders when your balance 
is low.   You can top up your balance with 
the director at the club, or via the NSBC 
website. 
 

PP system is a club member only 
benefit. 
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4c. Bidding Challenge Solutions: Hand 1 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Bidding Notes: 
W: 17HCPs, 5♣/4♠ shape. Start with 1♣ and 
then reverse into 2♠ to show strength. 
E: strong – bid suits up the line (1♦ first) 
E: can smell a slam coming, with 13 in hand 
and 17+ from partner 2♠ bid, a spade fit – so 
uses RKCB to ask for Keycards in spades.   
 
Play Notes in 6♠ by West 
North Lead:  ♠6 – likely safest lead. 
 
West’s Plan: 
Losers – ♠A cannot avoid 
Winners – 5♣+2♦+1♥+2♠+2x ruffs=12 tricks 
Claim or play quickly 
 
Play: card by card 

 
 
4d. Bidding Challenge Solutions: Hand 2 
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Bidding Notes: 
W: Strong 20/21 HCPs, balanced hand. 
E:  3♥, transfers to 3♠ 
W: Accepts transfer (may be zero points) 
E: Then bids 4♦, second suit, strong. 
W: Keycard in last bid suit (♦) 
 
Contract 6NT by West, North’s Best Lead:   
♦4.  Sitting above the strong balanced hand, 
must not lead away from a King. 
 
West’s Plan in 6NT: 
Losers – Likely ♠K unless South is short? 
Winners – 4♠+1♥+5♦+1♣=11 – one short. 
Needs the heart or club finesse to work, but 
both fail, 6NT is down. 
 
Contract 6D by East: South’s best lead:  
♦10. No reason to lead a rag club or heart. 
 
East’s plan in 6♦ 
Losers: Possible losers ♠K, ♥K, ♣K 
Winners: 5♦ +1♥+1♣+1♠ – try long spades 
first 
 
Play: card by card 

 
But West hand is high for 12 tricks. 
 
4e. Playing Hand Challenge Solution 
 
You end up in the reasonable 6♠ Contract 

  
Winners, 5♠ + 3♦ + 3♣ = 11.  The twelfth trick 
can come from either minor suit, if either of 
them break favorably. How can you improve 
your chances of making 6♠? 
 
Solution: 
 
There is an additional possibility that a single 
defender holds both 4 card minors, if so, 
they can be squeezed out of their trick.   
 
To affect a simple squeeze on a target 
opponent’s hand the following “BLUE” 
conditions should exist: 
 

• They must hold Both potential winners in 
the two suits 

• The Loser count must be 1 

• You must have at least one threat card 
positioned over the target (Upper hand). 

• You must have an Entry to the squeezed 
winner. 
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Looking at the full hand: 
 

 
 
Here:  
1. West holds J984 and JT54 in both minors 
2. We have 11 tricks, and have already lost 

♥A, thus the loser count is correct =1. 
3. Here the ♣7 and ♦6 are our threat cards, 

one (♣7) is in the upper hand over West 
4. Adequate entries to both threat cards with 

AKQ in each suit. 
 
Note: you must cash your last outside 
winner before playing the minors, else 
West will just follow suit.  
 
So, on trick 6, South cashes the last spade, 
throwing ♦4 from the North hand. We have 
kept 4 diamonds in the South hand and 4 
clubs in the North hand.  
 
An expert declarer would do this 
automatically without thinking too much as it 
should improve his overall chances.  This 
play automatically squeezes West on the 
layout, who has to reduce to 7 minor cards, 
and he must choose to let a minor card go.  
 
Note: the same play would also squeeze 
East if he had both minors as we have threat 
cards in each hand! (♦6 being an upper threat 
against East) 
 
We will then play out the diamond tricks (Q, 
A, K), carefully counting the diamond 
discards. If the ♦6 is high, we cash it + 3 top 
clubs for 12 tricks.  Else if not, we will play on 
the Clubs (Q, K, A) and hopefully the final 6♣ 
will be high.  And it is… 
 

Play: card by card for improving players: 

 
Just before trick 6 west now holds: 

 

 
 

 

Squeeze Technique 
 

For a simple squeeze to work, BLUE 
conditions must exist. 
 

• Both - Someone has both your suits 
covered 

• Losers – You’re down to 1 loser 

• Upper – You have a threat card 
over the target opponent 

• Entries – you can reach your extra 
winner after the squeeze works 

• You must cash all your outside 
winners before testing the critical 
suits. 

 
You will then sometimes be rewarded 
when a squeeze has promoted a small 
card for your top score! 
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5.Teaching Corner  

5a. Pat O’Connor Bridge Problem 

 
North 

♠ T87 
♥ 932 
♦ AKQ76 
♣ 73 
 
South 
♠ A43 
♥ A87 
♦ 32 
♣ A6542 

The bidding was: 

West North East South 
   1♣ 
Pass 1♦ Pass 1NT 
 Pass Pass  Pass 

Sitting South, you have a balanced hand with 
12 HCPs so you open 1♣. North responds 
1♦.   You show your balanced shape and 
minimum strength opening hand with a 1NT 
rebid.  North now knows there is no chance 
of game and is happy with NT, so passes.   

Despite your opening bid of 1♣, West leads 
the ♣K. How do you plan to take 7 tricks? 

Initial Analysis 

You have six winners, so you need to find 
one more. From the opening lead it seems 
that clubs are not splitting 3-3, so the 
diamond suit is the only possible source of 
extra tricks. Note that there are no entries 
outside diamonds to dummy. That is the 
problem! 

You can play the ♦AKQ, and if the diamonds 
split 3-3 you will make five diamond tricks 
and eight tricks in all. However, if they do not 
split evenly you will only make three diamond 
tricks and six in all. The chance of a 3-3 split 
is only 36%. 

Can you do better? How will you 
proceed? 

5b. The start of Anita’s 2019 Semester 1  

Build on the Basics continues to introduce 
new ideas, together with play analysis and 
techniques.  

 

Develop Your Skills provides further 
development of bidding and play to bring 
players up to an intermediate level.  

 

Broaden Your Skills is for intermediate 
players with typically 3 years of Bridge 
experience. 

 
 

Want to learn? Call Anita on 0405 449 767 
or email ac210927@bigpond.net.au 
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5c. Short Classes at East Lindfield 

On Friday mornings at East Lindfield at 
9:30am, there is a free half-hour lesson with 
Mike Prescott, aimed at players from the 
Rookie level and up.   

Come with or without a partner, and do stay 
on to enjoy the facilities and play in the 10am 
Open game. 

 
5d. Ready for even more challenges?  
 
ABF Gold Coast Congress  
 
There are several events for the newer player 
at the ABF Gold Coast Congress bridge 
festival, held in Broadbeach Queensland, the 
week beginning Sunday 17th February.   
For full details, follow this link to their 
website: 
https://www.qldbridge.com.au/gcc/2019/novic
eEvents.pdf 

 
NSW Novice & Restricted Pairs State 
Championship  

 
There is an event for the newer players, held 
at the Orange Bridge Club, the weekend of 
23rd – 24th March.  Novices have less than 
100 MPs and Restricted have less than 300 
MPs.  For full details, follow this link: 

http://www.nswba.com.au/tourn/state/se.asp?
Y=2019&E=srp 
 
The Director is John McIlrath (our NSBC 
Chief Tournament Director). 
 
Finals: First $200 plus medal, second 

$160, third $120 
Plates: First $160, second $120.  
 
Australian Bridge Federation Grant.   
 
The Restricted Winners will receive free entry 
to the Restricted Butler Pairs at the 
Australian National Championships in 
Melbourne (July 20-21) and an associated 
travel / accommodation subsidy courtesy of 
the ABF.   

 

5e. Guidelines for Alerting  
 
In the last issue we talked about 
“announcing” the meanings of our 1♣ (3+ 
clubs) and 1NT (15 – 17 HCPs) opening bids, 
to ensure that our opponents are clear about 
our bids. 
 
Similarly, whenever we make a bid that isn’t 
“natural’”, that is we have bid a suit, but we 
don’t mean that we have that suit, we must 
“alert” the bid.  The classic “artificial” bids are: 
 
1. The opening bid of 2♣, our “game-force 

opening bid.  It doesn’t mean that you 
have clubs. 

2. The 2♦ response to the 2♣ opening.  It 
doesn’t mean that you have diamonds, it 
is “negative or waiting”. 

3. After a 1NT opening, if you are using 
“Transfers”, the 2♦, 2♥, 2♠ and 3♣ 
responses are all bids that mean that you 
have the higher ranked suit.   

4. After a 1NT opening, if you are using 
“Stayman”, 2♣ doesn’t mean that you 
hold clubs. 

5. The 2♦ response to the Stayman 2♣ 
bid.  It doesn’t mean you have diamonds. 

 
What does that mean in practice?  
PARTNER must immediately circle your 
artificial bid saying “Alert”, if possible before 
their RHO has made their bid.  Neither you, 
nor your partner, may say anything else 
unless asked.  However, if the opponents ask 
you why you have alerted your partner’s bid 
you must give a clear explanation.  Don’t just 
say “it’s Stayman”, your opponents may not 
know what this means.  Say “my partner is 
asking if I have a 4-card major”. 
 
BUT!  There is always a BUT!  The ABF 
decided that since all experienced players 
use Stayman, when the 2♣ response to 
1NT means Stayman, it shouldn’t be 
alerted. 
 
You do not alert any bids over 3NT. 
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5f. The Solution to Pat’s Problem  

The contract is 1NT, ♣K led, the full deal: 

  

The first thing to decide is whether to duck 
the first trick. It is normal to duck the first trick 
or two in notrumps because West has 
probably led from a long suit, and in that case 
ducking will exhaust East in that suit. 
However, in this situation you should not 
duck, because they may switch to another 
suit in which you have fewer cards. In any 
case you can afford for clubs to be split 5-1. 

So, take the ♣A and then play on diamonds. 
The correct way is to play the ♦2 from your 
hand and ♦6 from dummy. The opponents 
will win the trick, but you will still have an 
entry to the remaining diamonds in dummy. 

This way if the diamonds are split 3-3 or 4-2 
you will make four diamond tricks and your 
contract. The chance that the diamonds are 
split 3-3 is 36% so if you are greedy and 
hope for that split you will be disappointed 
most of the time. The chance that the 
diamonds are split 4-2 is 48%, so the chance 
of a 3-3 or 4-2 split is 36% + 48% = 84%. 

 

Here the opponents will cash three club tricks 
when they win the first diamond, but you will 
make your contract.  If the diamonds were 
split 5-1 or 6-0 there was nothing you could 
have done about it anyway. 

 

 

 

 
5g. Your playing opportunities  

 

  

 

 

Note that there is a 15-minute talk on a 
bidding or play topic, before both the 
Supervised and Rookie sessions.   

 

 

Pat’s Key Point?   
 

Don’t be afraid to give up a trick early,  
It may be the only way to make your 

contract. 
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6. Partnerships (continued) 
 
For Better and For Worse: The second 
instalment. 
 
BY SIMON COCHEME 

Cartoons by  Bill Buttle 
An extract from the September 2018 
Bridge  Bulletin 
 

 
"I don’t give them two years! She's 2/1, 
and he’s Standard American!   

For Worse 

Why is it that so many players still feel 

they have to discuss the bidding or play 

after every hand?  The rudeness to 

opponents has certainly decreased in 

recent years, but the need for an 

exchange of views, often acrimonious, 

still seems almost irresistible. 

It was much worse in the old days, of 

course.  Rixi Markus was notoriously 

difficult to play with, and I remember 

watching her in the first part of a mixed 

pairs event at the Juan-les-Pins 

Congress in the mid-1980s. She was 

partnering a young German international, 

and by the end of the 10th board, he was 

in tears. Another time, Rixi was playing 

with Martin Hoffman, and they were 

arguing so fiercely that a kibitzer 

assumed they must be married! Are 

married couples worse than other 

partnerships? Are they bringing 

extraneous baggage to the table? ("I 

would have made 3NT if you had 

remembered to ring the plumber!").  I 

have certainly seen players who were so 

rude to each other they just had to be a 

married couple - they certainly weren’t a 

Civil Partnership. Definition of a bridge 

game: the only time a husband wants to 

do his wife's bidding. 

I was at the table when Italy played 

England in the final of the Olympiad in 

Beijing in 2008, and I was surprised that 

Lorenzo Lauria and Alfredo Versace, an 

established partnership, seemed to have 

something to say after every board, 

lowering their heads to communicate 

under the screen. 

 

"Somebody   need a ruling?" 

They were speaking Italian, so maybe 

they weren't talking about the bridge. 

"Shall we go back to that Smooth Duck 

restaurant   again tonight, Lorenzo?"  and 

"Wasn’t it great, Napoli beating Juventus   

last night?", but I doubt it. 

The rules say that all conversation at the 

bridge table should be in English, unless 

the opponents agree that you can use 

another language, so Lauria and Versace 

shouldn’t have been talking in Italian. 

I am reminded of the story of a heavily-

accented Scottish player who was asked 
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by his opponents to use English, and was 

aggrieved to have to tell them that he was 

speaking English!  

Silence can be golden. Another Italian 

pair, Pietro Forquet and Guglielmo 

Siniscalco, had a disaster on an early 

board of a match against France in 1956, 

running from a making 7H, doubled, to 

7NT, doubled and down six. Not a word 

was said at the end of the hand; the 

Italians just got on with the next deal. It 

was their opponents, unnerved by the 

lack of recriminations, who were affected 

by the incident, and who quickly 

conceded their advantage and went on to 

lose the match. 

Misunderstandings should be discussed   

and resolved after the session, away from 

the table. Even then, instant tinkering with 

the system, based on one poor result, is 

not necessarily a good idea. You'll be 

creating a system to cope with the last 

problem, not one that will work for the 

best in the long run. 

Assuming a fledgling partnership    

survives its first game or two, it should be 

able to develop its system.  There will be 

quite a few agreements and 

enhancements to conventions that need 

to be discussed and agreed on. I'm sure 

you'll recognize the need for these: 

•  "When my lNT is overcalled, is your 

double for penalty or takeout?" 

•  "When you open 1C and they overcall 

1D, does my double promise 4-4 in the 

majors, or could I be 3-4?" 

•  "What does a 2NT response to one of a 

major mean on a passed hand?  It can’t 

still be Jacoby, can it?" 

•  "We agreed to play 2NT as Ogust 

opposite a weak two, but what if there 

has been an overcall - what does 2NT 

mean then?" 

As well as ironing out what certain bids 

mean, a new pair will be developing a 

style, or at least an understanding, of 

where their natural styles differ: 

"I would never open a weak two-bid with 

a four-card major (even a weak one) on 

the side." 

"I thought your second-seat vulnerable   

three bid would be stronger than that!" 

"I was surprised   when you opened 1NT 

with doubletons in both majors." 

Lastly, the pair needs to address 

behavioral aspects that affect the 

partnership. What does your partner do 

that annoys or distracts you? And vice-

versa.  At the top level, this may be the 

sort of thing that a sports psychologist 

can help with, but some of it is just 

common sense. 

Punctuality is very important to some 

players. They will not perform well if their 

partner regularly arrives less than a 

minute before the start time, complaining 

about the traffic.  Again. 

The way your partner plays his cards can 

become irritating: flicking them as he 

takes them from his hand, or snapping 

them as she puts them on the table. 

Those little comments, that seemed so 

droll the first time he said them, aren’t 

really amusing when used every session. 

If your partner feels time pressure, don’t 

waste time looking at all the results on 

the electronic scorer.  ("Look, three pairs 

made 4S "). After the session is over, 

sitting with the hand records and a glass 

of wine, is the time to decide if and how 

you should have bid to 4S. 
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Don’t even start to discuss complex 

alternative lines of play. That just wastes 

mental energy and may distract the brain 

from concentrating on the next deal. 

And so, the partnership moves into the 

stable phase. Bidding misunderstandings     

are few and far between (cue soft lighting 

and gentle mood music), the chemistry   

is working, you are consistently above 

average and the masterpoints are rolling 

in. Good pairs are inviting you to play in 

team events. Life is beautiful. 

Or - back to reality - the partnership starts 

to decline. One of you wants to tinker with 

the system; to try 2/1, to experiment with 

odd-even discards, and to add leaping 

Michaels and Rubensohl. The other is 

regularly making a mess of puppet 

Stayman and things that are already on 

your card. Then it gets worse. You find 

you are having competitive auctions, 

even when the opponents are passing 

throughout. You used to be playing 

against two people: LHO (left-hand 

opponent) and RHO; now it seems to be 

three - CHO (centre hand opponent) has 

joined the fray. Both of you are wondering 

if it wouldn’t be more fun to play with 

someone else. It's time to implement the 

"part” part of partnership; the "ship" has 

run aground. 

Did you notice?  Nearly every time I used 

the word "partnership,” you could 

substitute   the word "marriage” and 

much of the advice would still apply. 

Playing with the electronic scorer is a 

reference to mobile phones; irritating 

behaviour is just as annoying in life as it 

is in bridge; as is punctuality and time 

pressure.  As for experimenting with the 

2/1 and leaping Michaels, I’ll leave that to 

your imagination! 

For Better and For Worse: The second 
instalment, by Simon Cocheme.

7. Congress News  
 

7a. ABF News & Coming Events  

 
 

Canberra – Summer Nationals results 
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2019 Australian MIXED Team Selection 
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7b. NSWBA and Congress Events 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Keep up with the Congress 
scene by subscribing to 
the NSWBA's eCongress 
Newsletter  
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