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1. 2019 NSBC AGM Reminder 
 

The North Shore Bridge Club Annual General 
Meeting will be held on Saturday 6th April 2019 
at 11:30am at our Club Willoughby venue.   
The timing allows members from both East 
Lindfield and Club Willoughby to attend the 
AGM, have lunch, and get to their preferred 
playing venues for the 1:00pm games.  Note 
that the Club Willoughby bridge session at 
1:00pm will be a special Red Point event. 

 
Two committee members are not standing for 
re-election.  They are John Brownie 
(President) and John McIlrath (committee 
member): 
 

 
 
We would be delighted to see you at the 
meeting, but if you are unable to attend, then 
please make a proxy vote, see below. 

Proxy Voting 

A member who attends the AGM may hold one 
proxy on behalf of another member who is 
unable to attend. So, if you can’t be present 
yourself, please make sure that the person you 
would like to be your proxy will be present 
personally, is a financial club member and 
does not hold any other proxy.  If you can’t find 
someone to take your proxy, ask Mike Prescott 
or Margaret Owen in the office to find a proxy 
holder for you. 

 One person, one proxy! 

 

 

Club Willoughby development update 

As usual, Club Willoughby will be coming to 
the meeting to give us an update on progress 
with “The Heart of Willoughby” – the 
redevelopment of our site.  And yes, there has 
been a lot of progress! 

A preliminary design plan has been prepared, 
so we are now able to see what is to be built, 
and where.   

Should be very interesting! 
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Some key statistics  
(details in AGM papers) 

 

 

 

 
From Lindfield Rollers Bowling Club 
and the North Shore Bridge Club  

 

The Lindfield Rollers Bowling Club and the 
North Shore Bridge Club recently finalised a 
5+5 year Licence Agreement whereby the 
Bridge Club will lease the Bowling Club’s 
clubhouse premises on an ongoing basis.  At 
a time when many bowling clubs are 
experiencing financial difficulties, the 6-day 
per week Licence Agreement is seen to be a 
fillip for the bowlers.  “The signing of this 10-
year Agreement with the Bridge Club is a 
fabulous boost for our club and has ensured 
our club’s financial stability” the President of 
the LRBC, Garth Aston, commented.   
“Together we are the perfect fit in this win/win 
scenario,” he added.  
 
In response, John Brownie, President of 
NSBC, said that “the Agreement further 
allows his club to prosper and grow.    
NSBC is now the largest bridge club in 
Australia.  The ongoing lease of this venue 
will permit the club to continue with its 
beginners’ lessons, supervised, rookie, open 
and competition sessions in the perfect 
bridge environment  
 

 
Roger Parks & Garth Aston (LRBC) with 

 John Brownie & David Hagley (NSBC) 

2. Bidding & Play Challenges 
 

Bidding Challenges  

 
Hand No 1 

 

North opens 1♥, East makes a take-out X, 
South pre-empts with 3♥ 

Hand No 2 

 
 
Bid these hands with your regular partner. 
Our solutions are later in the newsletter 
 

Defence Challenge 

 

The opponents have a straightforward 
Stayman sequence to a 4♥ contract, your 
partner passing.  What do you lead and why, 
when you hold? 
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Featured Slam hand 

 
 
The featured slam hand comes from 
Canberra (Seniors’ and Women’s Teams 
event), where: 

• Only 6/26 very good pairs bid and 
made 6♠, 

• 27 pairs stopped short in 4/5♠  

• some let NS play in a heart contract. 

 
 

The bidding is a difficult contested auction, 
but 6♠ should be reached.  Typically: 
 

 
The delayed 5♥ pre-empt bid by North is not 
very effective. North should consider bidding 
5♥ immediately to try and block keycard or 
keep quiet about the heart fit. 
 
Using the DOPI tool EW counters Keycard 
interference and the slam is still reached. 
See DOPI explained later in this section. 

 
 
International Matchpoint (IMP) Scoring  

 
 
EW IMP Tips: 

• Must make your contract.  Going down 
costs -11 IMPS 

• Games scored +5 or 6 Imps 

• Making Slam, good, scores +14 IMP 

• NS Vulnerable saves are costly 
 
Same results Matchpoint Scored: 

 
EW Matchpoint Tips: 

• Must make positive score else <21% 
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• Game scores 58%, slam is aggressive 

• Making slam – 95%  

• NS vulnerable saves are costly: 86%+ 
 
You as East are in 6♠, now you have to make 
it!   The full hand repeated: 
 

 
 
South Best Lead  K♥. I use a King lead to 
ask partner for a count card.  An A♥ would 
be an attitude card asking partner if I should 
continue? Here the defence needs to know 
that North has an even number and avoid 
giving away a ruff / sluff. Count is critical. 
 

Initial planning by East the declarer 
Count losers: 1 heart already cashed 
Count winners: 7x♠ + 2x♦+2x♣= only 11 
The 12th trick could come from: 
1. Defensive error (continued ♥ lead, 

allowing a ruff / sluff by winning in the 
short trump hand. 

2. ♣Q finesse against South 
3. ♦Q finesse against South 
4. A diamond or heart squeeze on North  

 

 
 
After the first 3 tricks you need to make a 
decision on how to play the hand! 
The ♣8 switch by South at trick 2 seems to 
rule out: 

• Defensive error (they did not play another 
♥ and switched a high ♣8) 

• ♣Q /♦Q finesses look unlikely, North 
likely to have the minors.  

Known at this stage: 
South started with (7x♥ + 1x♠+1x♣) so most 
likely North has both the minors. A ♦/♣ 
squeeze on North looks better than ♦Q 
finesse against South. 
Revised Plan: Check Blue squeeze 
conditions: 

oth minor Qs are assumed with North, OK 

oser: have 11 tricks, one loser, OK 

pper: The ♣J is under North’s ♣Q, ♦8 is 

over North’s ♦Q, OK 

ntry:   The diamonds have A/K in separate 

hands for communication, OK. 
 
Plan the Play of the cards 

1. Cash ♣K, in case ♣Q drops from either 
North or South hands (no such luck!). 

2. Run all 6 remaining spade tricks. 
3. On the 10th trick (last spade) North 

must reduce to 3 minor cards, 
squeezing a winner in the ♣J or ♦8 

 
The above position just before the 10th trick 
(last spade ♠2) is played by East. West 
throws ♦7 and North must throw the ♦6 else 
the ♣J is high.  Declarer now cashes the ♦K, 
noting the ♣J is not high, overtakes the J♦ 
(covered) with the ♦A and the ♦8 is high for 
your 12th trick! 

 
DOPI – Useful bidding tool 
 
If your opponents interfere with your keycard 
enquiry, use the DOPI tool. 
  
DOPI:  Double=0, Pass=1 

• * Double = 1st step (0 or 3) 

• * PASS = 2nd step (1 or 4) 

• * First available suit = 3rd Step (2 no Q) 

• * Next suit = 2+Q 
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3. Club News 

 

From our manager, 

Mike Prescott 

A thank you to our retiring 
committee members 

On behalf of all members and staff I would 
first like to thank John Brownie for his 
endless contribution to NSBC, not only as 
president but also being along to many of our 
sessions to help out and fill in.  John, your 
presence as our President will be truly 
missed by all. 

And yet another thank you to John Mcllrath 
for all his hard work and for helping out on 
many levels at NSBC. Not only has he been 
on the committee, but he is always ready to 
give advice and help in the general running 
of the club when asked. 

 

And a tribute to John Brownie 

As President, John has led the Club for the 
past eleven years since the merger between 
Lindfield Bridge Club and John McIlrath’s 
Club at Willoughby and the Cove. During this 
period John has provided the stability that an 
organization needs to grow and prosper. 
Under his stewardship the Club has grown to 
be the largest in Australia, with 1,800 
members. Our teaching and training program 
is second to none, covering all levels of 
bridge and attracting a significant number of 
beginners to ensure the future of our Club. 

NSBC has always been a leader in new 
technology. Our Club ran the pilot program 
for Pianola which is now widely used, 
including at the Gold Coast Congress. This 
technology has streamlined the operation of 
the Club and provided significant benefits to 
members such as the ease of payment of 
table money and the ability to access results 
during the session and via the internet. Our 
website has been constantly upgraded to 
provide as much information as possible and 
our Library has the latest editions. 

Whilst these achievements have been a team 
effort, John has provided the leadership and 

guidance for them to occur. The Club has 
also benefited enormously from John’s 
unique skills and his tenacity. He has an 
outstanding memory which I have witnessed 
on many occasions at meetings with Council 
staff. He can recall verbatim the discussion 
and relay it to Committee members. He has 
excellent mediation skills which have been 
called upon to resolve the disputes and 
issues which inevitably arise with a Club of 
our size.  

He has been totally dedicated to finding long 
term accommodation with adequate parking 
for the Club. He has visited every potential 
site on the North Shore during the past 
eleven years. He has liaised and negotiated 
with our landlords, with Councilors and staff 
at Willoughby and Ku-Ring-Gai Councils and 
many other organisations. It has been a 
frustrating journey, but for the past eleven 
years we have had adequate accommodation 
with plenty of parking. He has ensured that 
the Club is in a very strong position 
financially to assist with securing long-term 
accommodation in the future. This has been 
achieved by retaining part of the Club’s 
earnings each year. 

Finally, I would like to mention that John is 
always the first to volunteer when the Club 
needs extra help. This ranges from assisting 
with our move from The Cove to East 
Lindfield, standing in twice a week when 
partners are required for the Rookie 
sessions, moving furniture and bulk supplies 
at Willoughby and East Lindfield and playing 
in special events and other sessions to 
prevent sit-outs. 

I had the pleasure of working with John on 
the Committee for nine years and as his 
Treasurer for eight. We have also been 
bridge partners for the past five years. I have 
therefore witnessed his outstanding 
contribution to our Club over many years and 
seen how tirelessly and willingly he has 
worked to secure our future.   

Heather Lane 
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Masterpoint Promotions Feb 2019 

 
The following members were promoted into a 
new ABF masterpoint rank after the February 
2019 MP submissions were tallied. 
 

 

Club Champion Leader Board 

 
 
For more detailed results see “Club Events” 
on our website. 
 

March 2019 Monthly Winners at EL 

 
 
March 2019 Monthly Winners at CW 
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NSBC Members into Open ITS Final 
 
The following NSBC club members made the 
final of the Open Interstate Teams selection 
on Mar 23/4: 
 

 
 

NSBC Members in the NSW Open 

Team 

And well done to the three NSBC members 

who then won their way into the 2019 NSW 

Open team! 

 

 

 

 

ABF Daily column: 
 

 
www.abf.com.au/Daily-Column 

 
Short teaser extract from a daily column: 
 
Opening Leads by Phillip Alder 
 
Do you and your partner discuss bridge 
before playing? If so, what do you talk about? 
My guess is that nearly 100 percent of those 
chats are about bidding. But half of the time, 
you are defending.  
 
You should spend more time on signaling 
than on bidding. If you always defended 
perfectly, you would win every time (unless 
your bidding and declarer-play stink!).  
 
But before we get that far, when does 
defence start?   No, it is not with the opening 
lead; it is during the bidding.  
 
In particular, try to estimate how many 
points each opponent holds. Then you 
will have some idea of what partner holds.  
 
Listen to and analyse the auction when 
picking an opening lead 
 
This might well influence your choice of 
opening lead. …. A number of examples are 
then analysed. 
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From the Club Library 
 

BIRD & ANTHIAS OPENING LEADS 
 

David Bird is the most prolific bridge writer in 
the world, with more than 130 books to his 
name.  In 2011 and 2012 David and Taf 
Anthias wrote two books entitled Winning 
Notrump Leads and Winning Suit Contract 
Leads.  Bridge players develop their feel for 
opening leads from general guidelines and 
through their playing experiences over many 
years.  The authors contend that one lifetime 
is not long enough to build up a complete 
database of opening leads. 
 
They performed computer simulations to 
determine the most successful opening leads 
for many hands.  For each West hand, the 
computer generated 5000 possible deals that 
matched the bidding, and then analysed 
them double dummy to determine the 
success of the lead of each of the thirteen 
cards in the hand. 
 
The results contained some surprises.  In 
general, passive leads scored better.  They 
found that leads from four card suits headed 
by one or two honours were overrated.  
Some people think that the worst possible 
lead is from four to a jack.  The results found 
that leading from Jxxx is safer than leading 
from Qxxx which is safer than leading from 
Kxxx. Here are some of their 
recommendations:  
 
 
Notrump recommendations 
 

• Against a 1NT - 3NT auction a major suit 
lead is much better. 

• Against a 1NT – 3NT auction a passive 
lead from a short major suit is better than 
leading from four cards to an honour in a 
minor suit. 

• Leads from a major suit doubleton fare 
surprisingly well, because partner is likely 
to have five cards. 

• When you have a weak hand, it is usually 
a waste of time leading from a long suit, 
particularly when it is a minor.  It is 

generally right to lead your shorter major 
to try and find partner’s suit.  

• At Matchpoints it is often right to lead an 
ace against 6NT, to prevent an overtrick. 

 
Suit contract recommendations 
 

• The lead of a side-suit singleton is 
excellent and should nearly always be 
chosen. 

• Side-suit doubletons are better leads 
than most people realise. 

• Against one-suit auctions (such as 1♠ -
2♠-4♠ or 1♠-3♠-4♠) it is often better to 
lead passively from xxx or xxxx rather 
than from a suit headed by one or two 
honours. 

• A trump lead is usually the worst of the 
four possible leads.  Do it only if the three 
side-suit leads are risky or responder 
opts to stop in declarer’s second suit. 

• At Matchpoints it is usually essential to 
lead an ace in an unbid suit against a 
slam, to prevent an overtrick. 

 
The results were somewhat controversial. 
Some experts liked the book but some were 
quite critical.  The main objection was that 
the analyses were done double dummy, 
meaning that the computer could see all four 
hands.  So, partner would never misinterpret 
your lead and, during the play, would always 
make a killing switch instead of continuing 
your suit if it was the right thing to do.  It is 
well worthwhile reading these books.  There 
are copies of them both in the club’s library. 
 
Pat O’Connor 

 

Directors' Course - Club Level 
 

The next Club Level Directors' course will 
be held at the NSWBA rooms on Saturday 

May 11, 2019, 10am-4pm. 
 

Tony Howes will be leading the session. 
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 4. Club Events 
 

Completed events 
 
EL SWISS Pairs Congress <CC> 
 

 

 
Winners: Witold & Warren 
 
Mixed Pairs Club Championship <CC> 
 

 

Interclub Teams at Mosman 
 
We were pipped by 1 point in the Inter-club 
held at Trumps. Our teams: 

 
 
Overall Result 

 

 
 
EL State Mixed Championship  
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Upcoming Club Events 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

East Lindfield GNOT Championship 
 
The East Lindfield GNOT (Teams) 
championships is the first of the 3 GNOT 

(Gold Points) qualifying events to be 

held by the NSBC. It will run over 3 x 
Tuesday Nights at 7:30pm, starting on 2nd 
April.  
 
Last year’s winners were: 
 

 
 

This is your chance to win some Gold 
Points whilst playing against local club 

members. 
 
The winners will be invited to represent 
NSBC in the GNOT Metro finals at the 
NSWBA on 21/22 September 2019. 
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Club Willoughby GNOT Direct 
qualifier 
 

 
The GNOT Direct qualifier to the ABF Tweed 
Heads grand finals will be held on 5 
Thursday nights at Club Willoughby, starting 
May 9th.   
This event will be worth double CC points 
for any members in the top 7 positions. 
 
The format is likely to be 3 session qualifying 
for 4 teams to play a semifinal (28-board 
match) and a grand final (28-board match). A 
repechage Swiss will continue for the non-

contending teams. (Gold Points) 

 
It is planned for the NSBC Grand Final to be 
broadcast live over BBO. 

 
 
The 2018 Winners (called Sydney 4 at 
Tweed Heads) were: 

 

Easter weekend: 19th to 21st April 
at East Lindfield: 

 
 
 
and at Club Willoughby 
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CW MP Open Pairs Championship 
(includes State Open Pairs qual) 
The Club Willoughby Open Pairs is a 3-
session Tuesday daytime event, start time 
1:00pm, from 21/May.  Last year’s winners: 

 
 

 
 
East Lindfield Swiss Pairs  
The 3rd Tuesday evening competition event 
at East Lindfield is Swiss Pairs; a 3-session 
event, starting at 7:30pm, from 7/May.  This 
is an ideal opportunity to try and taste IMP 
bridge.  Last year’s winners were: 

 
 

 

NSBC Festival of Bridge in June 
 
The North Shore Bridge Club Festival of 
bridge will be played over 2 weeks in late 
June. The Festival will start at East Lindfield 
with the Restricted and Novice events.  
These will be followed by 4 big days at Club 
Willoughby with 2 Swiss Pairs events and 2 
Swiss Teams events.  
 
All the in-between walk-in sessions at both 
Club Willoughby and East Lindfield will be 
allocated red points.  
 
Program highlights: 
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5.Teaching Corner  
(for the newer player)  
 

Pat O’Connor’s Bridge Problem 

 

The bidding was: 

 

You have a strong unbalanced hand with five 
clubs so you open a club.  Your partner bids 
1♦ and you bid your second suit, hearts.  
Partner then bids 1♠.  It seems you don’t 
have a fit anywhere so No Trumps may be 
the best spot.  You bid 2NT, which is 
invitational to 3NT, and partner accepts the 
invitation. 
 
West leads the ♥6.  East takes the ♥A and 
returns the ♥J. 
 
How do you plan to play the hand? 
 

Analysis 
 
Counting winners, you have one in spades, 
five in diamonds and three in clubs.  With the 
heart opening lead, the king of hearts has 
also become a winner.  That makes ten 
winners. 
 
The diamond and club suits are blocked, so 
the challenge is to untangle your tricks. 
 
How do you continue? 

Keep learning with Anita Curtis 

Build on the Basics (BoB): Follow Bridge 
Basics with these 2-hour sessions: 7:30pm 
on Wednesdays and 10:30am on Thursdays:    

 

 

Develop Your Skills (DYS): These are 2-
hour sessions on Thursdays at 2pm, 
alternately for players who have done BoB, 
and for those who have done DYS.  

 

 

Broaden Your Skills (BYS): These are 2-
hour sessions on Fridays at 2pm for players 
with typically 3 years of Bridge experience.  

 

 

Short Classes at East Lindfield 

On Friday mornings at East Lindfield at 
9:30am, Mike Prescott gives a free half-hour 
lesson aimed at Rookie players and up.  Do 
then stay and play in the 10am Open game. 
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Your playing opportunities  
 

 

 

 

 

These sessions are 2 hours long. Note that 
there is a 15-minute talk on a bidding or play 
topic before all the Supervised and Rookie 
sessions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are finding that the Rookie games are 
no longer challenging you, come along to a 
3-hour Restricted game: 
 

 

Ready for even more challenges?  
 
First, congratulations to the team of Ming Li, 
Paulina Martin, Wenjie Liu, Ming Xie, who 
came first in their section at the Interclub 
Teams event, winning us a valuable 3 points! 
 
Second, a well done to Kit Meyers & Kerry 
Rymer who came 2nd in the State Restricted 
Pairs championship held in Orange 
 
It’s great to see our newer players competing 
in events!  So here are the upcoming 
restricted game opportunities for those of you 
who are looking for more of a challenge.   
 
The “Bridge for Brains” event is being held 
at both our venues on Monday 6th May, 
including the Restricted session at CW.  This 

is an Australia-wide Red Point event, using 

pre-dealt hands, with a solution booklet 
provided at the end. As usual, we will be 
asking for a donation to the “Bridge for 
Brains” charity.  The sessions are as follows: 
 

 
 
Central Coast Bridge Club -Super 
Congress at The Entrance has restricted 
sections in the Saturday Swiss Pairs and 
Sunday Swiss Teams (IMPs / VP) on 6/7 
April.  
 
Peninsula Bridge Club Swiss Teams (IMPs 
/ VP) has a Restricted Teams section on 
28th April at Warriewood. 
 

Our NSBC Festival of Bridge starts 

with the Restricted and Novice Teams and 
Pairs at our East Lindfield venue over the 
weekend 22/23 June. These are Red Point 
events for restricted and novice players only:  
 

• Matchpoint Pairs on the Saturday 

• Teams on the Sunday. 

Want to play in these sessions?   
 

Just come along,  
with or without a partner. 
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The Solution to Pat’s Problem  
 
The Full Deal 
 

 
 
Before continuing it is critical to work out the 
sequence in which to take your tricks. 
 
The diamonds in dummy are a source of 
tricks but the ace must first be played from 
your hand to unblock the suit.  Similarly, to 
make the ♣A and ♣Q you need to unblock 
the king first. 
 
The correct sequence is to take the ♥K then 
play the ♦A, then play a small club from your 
hand to the king in dummy.  Then you cash 
the diamond honours in dummy discarding 
two spades and two clubs from your hand.  
To take the ♣A and ♣Q you need to come 
back to your hand, which you can do via the 
♠A. 
 
So, you make ten tricks.  
 
Key Point 
 
Play high honours from the short side 
first to unblock a suit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Solutions to Challenges 
Hand 1  

 

 

 

Notes on the bidding: 

• North: 1♥ normal opening. 

• East is too strong to just overcall – must 
X first to show strength. 

• South makes a preemptive 3♥ support 
bid. 

• East X (takeout) again, very strong and a 
fit for any of the 3 other suits. 

• West bids 4♦, natural best fit. West would 
have bid 3♠ if they had 3, thus diamonds 
are likely 5. 

• Aggressive 4NT (♦) keycard expecting to 
convert 5♣ (0 Keycards) to 5♦ to play. 

 
Want to keep learning?   

 

Call Anita Curtis on 0405 449 767 
or email ac210927@bigpond.net.au 
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• 5♦ (1 keycard) is a surprise, with good 
black cards and the heart void, should 
have a good play in 6♦. 

 

Matchpoint Scoring: 

 

MP Tips: 

• Games 4♠/5♦ score well 

• 6♦ even better 

• 3♠ contracts: probably no second takeout 
X, poor MP result. 

• 4♦ part score: more vision needed! 

• Pass 3♥? Lucky to get an average! 

• Should double 4♥ for penalty! 

International Matchpoint (IMP) Scoring 

 

IMP Tips: 

• Need to bid a game for +7 IMPS 

• Slam even better 

Playing the hand in 6♦ by west: 

North’s best Lead:  Lead the ♥K to get a 
count card from partner in case it stands up. 

West’s initial planning: 

Loser count: 0, but likely to lose ♦K 

Winners: 4x♦ + 4x♣ + 2x♠ + 2x♥ ruffs=12 

Foreseeable problems?  If diamonds break 3-
1, then lead ♦x (not ♦Q) to the finesse. 

Likely Play:  Ruff ♥K, finesse ♦J which is 
likely to lose.  On a diamond return, win in 
hand and ruff a second heart.  Draw trumps if 
any left and claim. 

Actual play makes 13 tricks, when the ♦K is 
onside and the diamonds break 2-2. 

 

 

Bidding Challenge Solution (Hand 2) 
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Most Wests would open 1♥, 11 + 5-4 shape. 

Over 2♦, backpedal with 2♥, showing a 
minimum hand. 

2♠ Strong reverse by responder. 

4♠ Try to signoff in game. 

4NT – East has too much, propels to 6♠ 

 

Similar, but 2♦=GF, thus East just shows his 
shape with 2♠, 3♠= strong GF, 4♠=signoff, but 
again East has too much and propels to 6♠ 

Matchpoint Scoring Results 

 

MP tips: 

• Must make positive score to do well 

• Bidding game + overtricks = 61% or more 

• A suit contract with shapely hands and 
shortages is usually better than NT 

• Bidding the slam gets 100%, but only 
wins 18% over the games, very risky. 

International Matchpoint (IMP) Results 

 

IMP tips: 

• Must make a positive score else -9 IMP 

• Games score 4/5 IMPS, overtricks are of 
little value 

• Slam scores 12 IMPS 

 

East, as declarer in 6S, how are you going to 
make your contract? 

South’s best Lead: 

You have heart length in West’s first suit, so 
probably lead a trump (♠6), to reduce the 
ruffing power of E/W. 

 

 

Declarer East Planning: 

Direct losers: None, have all the aces 

Count winners:  The lead looks like North has 
the ♠K.  4x♠, 3x♥, 1x♦, 3x♣ = 11 tricks only 
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Entries and communications are poor to the 
West hand. The 12th trick must come from a 
ruff 

We can afford to give a spade away, so 
assuming the trumps are 3-2, draw 2 rounds 
and cross ruff hearts and diamonds.  
Eventually North will win their ♠K, but East 
should have the rest of the tricks. 

 

 

Defence Challenge 
 

 
 

 
 
You hold: 

 

What do you lead and why? 

Let’s peek over declarer’s shoulder at a 
typical distribution and their plans for making 
the contract: 

 

 
Declarer West Planning:  
26HCPs, but mostly poor quality. 
Loser count:  Must lose ♥A, ♦A and a spade 
 
Winner count:  4x♣, 3x♥, 1x♠ = 8 tricks 
To make 4♥,    Need 2x diamond ruffs =10 

 
Back to North’s lead problem! 
 
East has jumped to 4♥ after locating the heart 
fit. They have steered away from 3NT, one 
trick less required for game, and insisted on 
playing in trumps (4♥).  This usually means a 
shortage in East’s hand and the need to ruff 
some losers. 
 
The best lead: Is a trump lead, but which 
one? 

• ♥A and another heart lead. But partner 
will have no heart to return when in (with 
the ♦A) 

• Best is ♥x, hopefully partner can return 
another, or a surprise and win with the ♥K 
or ♥Q 

 
If you try any other suit lead declarer will 
easily make the contract! 
 
The play: ♥x lead by North 
 
1. West will win the ♥x with the ♥T 
2. Play a small diamond towards dummy’s 

singleton ♦Q 
3. Partner will jump in and win ♦A 
4. Partner will continue the ♥x attack, and 

you will win ♥A 
5. You will continue the 3rd ♥x to stop 2 

diamond ruffs in dummy 
 

mailto:mikeprescott7@hotmail.com


North Shore Bridge Club   Page Number 19 

Manager: Mike Prescott         Phone: 043 552 8872  Email address: mikeprescott7@hotmail.com 
Editor: Kevin Davies          Phone: 040 301 8979                           Email address: kdav1951@gmail.com 

Declarer will now go down, losing either a 
second spade or a second diamond and the 
two red aces.   The full hand was: 
 

 
 
There are a few rules that help the 
 defence: 

• What is good for declarer is usually poor 
for the defence! 

• When the bidding indicates declarer will 
likely be ruffing, often the most effective 
lead is a trump. 

• From a holding of Axx or Kxx in trumps 
the most effective card is usually a small 
one.  Partner can have Q or Qx. 

• If partner gets in, hopefully they will 
return a second trump and you can clear 
the trumps. 

 
7. Congress News  
 

 ABF News and Coming Events  

 
 

Tasmanian Festival of Bridge 
 

 
 

 NSWBA and Congress Events 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Keep up with the Congresses, subscribe 
to NSWBA's eCongress Newsletter  
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Winners: Arthur, Axel, Karen & Kevin 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Upcoming Congress events 
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