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1. Outcomes of the AGM 
 
We have a new Committee! 
 

 

From our new 
president, 

John Mottram 

 

 
We are entering a new bridge year, having 
recently held our AGM. I wish to add my 
sincere thanks to the retiring president for his 
11 years in charge, having previously served 
on the final Lindfield Bridge Club committee 
which helped bring together that club and John 
McIlrath’s bridge clubs to form the North Shore 
Bridge Club. We wish him well in his 
retirement.  
John McIlrath also retired from the committee, 
but he continues his involvement in the club as 
our chief director on Thursday nights, our 
major competition night. 
It may have been stated elsewhere, but North 
Shore Bridge Club is arguably the largest 
bridge club in the southern hemisphere. It 
hasn’t achieved this by luck. It has been 
through the dedication of the staff that this has 
come about. 
A special mention must be for our manager 
Mike Prescott. Most players will come across 
him at the club on a regular basis, but will not 
be aware that he spends a lot of time before 
and after the sessions and at weekends, 
dealing with issues outside the control of the 
club but necessary for the smooth operation of 
the club (e.g. internet breakdowns, computer 
hardware and software upgrades). 
Margaret Owen works with Mike in the office, 
and appears to do a week’s work every day. 
 

 
Then we have nearly 30 staff. 
 
Our teachers, who give lessons and run 
supervised sessions, have played their part, 
not just in the expansion of the club, but in the 
retention and development of membership. 
Our directors run the sessions; they have to be 
on their toes at all times to meet the various 
demands of the players. 
I hope to persuade both directors and teachers 
to provide profiles in future newsletters. 
There are 2 items of essential reading recently 
distributed to members. On the internet, Mike 
has issued his annual message concerning 
procedures for players. And Matthew 
McManus wrote an article on active ethics in a 
recent newsletter.  
Following the recent presentations by the 
Legions Club on the development of the 
premises, we are now in a position to start 
seriously planning for our involvement. We will 
keep you informed of progress as and when it 
occurs. 
Add our ongoing relationship with the East 
Lindfield Bowling Club, and our future is bright 
indeed!   

Have a happy year’s bridging. 
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About the meeting 

Thanks to everyone who came along to this 
year’s AGM, we had a record attendance. 
Apart from the regular AGM business there 
were some items of specific interest.   

The first was the election of the new 
committee.  The roles of President, Vice 
President, Secretary and Treasurer were 
uncontested, and you have just heard from 
our new President. 

There were 6 nominees for the 3 committee 
member positions and, following a vote, the 3 
nominees voted in were David Fryda, David 
Hudson and Elana Kohn. 

We wish them all a successful year! 

 

 

Pictured (L to R): Mike Prescott (Club Mgr), Graham 
Murray (VP), David Hudson, John Mottram (President) 
, David Hagley (Sec), David Fryda, Elana Kohn.  
Missing was Les Grewcock (Treasurer). 

 

We had a presentation from Matt Vertzonis of 
Club Willoughby, including a 3D walkthrough 
of the preliminary plan for the “Heart of 
Willoughby” – the vision for the 
redevelopment of our site.  I think everyone 
present would join us in hoping that all the 
plans come together, and that our club 
becomes an integral part of this exciting new 
development. 

The meeting ended with a heartfelt plea from 
one of our members for more to be done 
about recycling.  

 

 

Thanks John 

 

Our Hon Secretary, David Hagley, sat down 
recently over a cup of coffee with our 
outgoing President, John Brownie, to ask a 
few questions of the man who has done so 
much for our club.  
 
What’s been your personal history with 
bridge and the club John?  
 
I started learning the game in 1986 so that I 
could play with my wife. ‘How time flies’ he 
quipped with a wry grin across his face! 
Joined Lindfield a couple of years later and 
became a committee member in 2006. I then 
took on the role of President in 2007 through 
until this year except for a one-year break in 
2010/11. ‘What a game and what a club’, he 
added. 
 
How’s the club going John? 

 
Very well indeed, and at the moment I 
believe it’s going from strength to strength. 
The beginners, supervised, rookie and 
restricted teaching team are doing a fantastic 
job and our overall attendances are on the 
improve. An interesting statistic that was 
shown to me recently indicated that 49% of 
all CW players in a week had come through 
our “junior” ranks. This is a wonderful 
achievement and all bodes well for the future 
of the club. We have around 1,800 members 
and NSBC is now the largest bridge club in 
Australia, so we’re doing something right! I’m 
also pleased about our East Lindfield club 
and its growth as a venue.  
 
What do you see as your greatest 
achievements?  
 
From the outset, we must remember that we 
have a great number of volunteers and 
dedicated staff within the organization, so it 
hasn’t been a one-man band. However, 
having said that, accommodation has been a 
long, hard grind but it appears that we are 
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now on the cusp of having this behind us. 
Hopefully the CW developments are close to 
the approval stage and, as mentioned, our 
Lindfield integration has worked wonderfully 
well. The club also has a very sound financial 
base for the future.  
 
Any disappointments?  
 
I really thought that the Gordon Bowling Club 
premises would have been an ideal 
accommodation venue for the club. However, 
with the State higher density housing policy, 
the GBC option did not progress with 
Council. I hope that future generations won’t 
regret the loss of this fabulous green space. 
Some things are meant to be, and with this 
disappointment, out of the ashes came a 
revised negotiation and 10-year licence 
agreement with the Lindfield Rollers Bowling 
Club.  
 
And for the future of the club?  
 
I feel that we must continue to build bridges 
with our landlords at both CW and LRBC. 
Our current relationships with both are 
excellent and, I must say, much better than in 
years gone by. Having said that, we need to 
keep our future options open re suitable 
accommodation.  
So, in summary, remember …. it’s a great 
game, a wonderful club and I’ll continue to 
see you all at the bridge table. Enjoy and 
good health.  
….. and from us to you too John. Thanks a 
million.  

 

 

David Hagley,  

12th April 2019 

 

 
The Bridge Shop has partnered with the North Shore 
Bridge Club and we are delighted to offer all club 
members a 15% discount. We welcome you to drop 
into our store at 182 Penshurst Street Willoughby or 
redeem your discount by using the code NS15 at 
checkout on our web site. 

2. Bidding and Play Challenges 
 

Bidding challenge No 1 

 

North Passes.  South overcalls East’s 
opening bid with 1♠, and North will pre-empt 
with 3♠.  How should East and West bid? 
 

Play Challenge (you are East in 4S)  

 

 

South leads ♣6 to North’s ♣A, North 
continues ♣K and ♣Q. The play for 10 tricks?   

Bidding challenge No 2 
 

 
No interference, free reign to your contract 

Bid these hands with your regular partner. 

mailto:mikeprescott7@hotmail.com


North Shore Bridge Club   Page Number 4 

Manager: Mike Prescott         Phone: 043 552 8872  Email address: mikeprescott7@hotmail.com 
Editor: Kevin Davies          Phone: 040 301 8979                           Email address: kdav1951@gmail.com 

3. Club News 

 

From our manager, 

Mike Prescott 

A welcome to our new 2019 
committee 

The club membership is finalised at the end 
of March each year, and those that haven’t 
renewed by then are considered to be 
lapsed.  This year 160 members hadn’t 
renewed by the end of March, representing a 
drop in membership of 8.8%, a significant 
improvement on previous years where up 
to 30% of old memberships were not 
renewed.  The end of March is the ABF 
census date; and our home club membership 
numbers are then used by the ABF and 
NSWBA for the annual levies to our clubs. 

Short Classes at East Lindfield 

On Friday mornings at East Lindfield at 
9:30am, Mike Prescott gives a free half-hour 
lesson for players from Rookie level and up.  
All are welcome to then stay on to enjoy the 
facilities and play in the 10am Open game. 

 
Congratulations . . . . ! 

Well done to Tony Leibowitz, who was part 
of the winning team in the Jacoby Open 
Swiss Teams at the Spring North American 
Bridge Championships in Memphis. 

 

 

And to David Beauchamp who partnered 
with Jody Tutty to win the TBIB Australian 
Swiss Pairs in Tasmania, late last month. 

 

Congratulations to the NSBC members who 
played in the NSW Bridge Association 
Women’s Team Selection Event: 

 

 

And very well done, Helene Pitt, Ruth Tobin 
and Cathryn Herden, members who have 
made the 2019 NSW Women’s team. 
Results were: 

 

 

 

And to David Fryda and Michael Cartmell 
who came first in the NSWA WITS Swiss 
Pairs. 

 

 
Michael & David 
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Well done by members David Beauchamp, 
Johnno Newman & Terry Brown on 
reaching the GNOT national finals (at Tweed 
Heads) in the NSWBA competition. 
 

 
 

Our Mixed Pairs going to State Final 
 
Representing the NSBC in the State Mixed 
Pairs at the NSW Bridge Association on 
Saturday 25th May are: 

 
 
The grand finals are on Sunday 26th May, 
with free entry into the Congress Swiss Pairs 
event on Sunday 26th May for non-finalists.  

 
 

Club Champion Leader Board 

 

 

The monthly winner’s competition also 
contributes to the Club championship as a 
single event. The leaders at the end of April 
are: 
 

 
 

April 2019 Monthly Winners at EL 
 

 
 
April 2019 Monthly Winners at CW 
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Masterpoint Promotions March 2019 

 

The Masterpoint requirements for the various 
ABF rankings are as follows: 
 

 
 
The following members were promoted into a 
new ABF masterpoint rank, after the April 
2019 MP submissions were tallied.  
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4. Club Events 
Completed Club Events: 
 
Men’s Teams Championship 

 

 
Cevat, Wayne, David & Bob 

 
Women’s Teams Championship 

 

 
Lorna, Judy, Rena & Lynn 

 
EL GNOT championship  

 

 
Margaret, Robert & Margaret, (Patricia not in 
photo)

ANZAC Day 

 
 

Easter Monday 

 

 
Upcoming Club Events: 
 
Bridge for Brains 
 

 
 
The “Bridge for Brains” event is being held 
at both our venues on Monday 6th May, 
including the Restricted session at Club 

Willoughby.  This is an Australia-wide Red 
Point event using pre-dealt hands, with a 

solution booklet provided at the end, written 
by an expert bridge player.  
 
As usual, we will be asking for a donation to 
the “The Bridge for Brain Research 
Challenge to raise funds for Alzheimer's 
research at Neuroscience Research 
Australia.” charity.   
 
The sessions are as follows: 

 
 
The national results will be published in a 
later newsletter. 
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GNOT Direct Qualifier 
 
The GNOT direct qualifier to the ABF Tweed 
Heads GNOT Grand Final, will be held on 5 x 
Thursday nights at Club Willoughby, starting 
on Thursday 9th May. 

 
This is an open event, but it is also worth 
double CC points for any members in the 
top 7 teams. 
The format is likely to be 3 sessions of Swiss 
qualifying, for 4 teams to play in a semi-final 
(28-board match) and a final (28-board 
match).   A repechage Swiss will continue for 
the non-contending teams. It is planned for 
the NSBC Grand Final to be broadcast live 
over BBO. 

 
 

The 2018 Winners (called Sydney 4 at 
Tweed Heads) were: 
 

 
 

 

CW State Open Pairs Qualifier 
 
The CW State Open Pairs qualifying will be 3 
sessions, run on Tuesdays at 1:00pm, from 
Tuesday 21st May. 
 

 
 

The winners in 2018 were: 

 
 

East Lindfield Swiss Pairs  
The 3rd Tuesday evening competition event 
at East Lindfield is Swiss Pairs; a 3-session 
event, starting at 7:30pm, from Tuesday 7th 
May.  This is an ideal opportunity to get a 
taste of IMP bridge. This format is very 
popular at one day congress pairs events.  

 
Last year’s winners were: 
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EL Butler Pairs Championship 
This will be a 3-session Butler Pairs 
championship (red points) event, to be held 
on Tuesday nights at East Lindfield starting 
on Tuesday 11th June. 
 

 
 
Last year’s Winners: 

 
 
EL State Open Pairs Qualification 
This will be a 3-session Matchpoint Pairs 
championship (red points) event, to be held 
on Tuesday mornings at East Lindfield, 
starting on Tuesday 11th June. This event 
qualifies winning pairs to the NSW State 
Open Pairs. 
 

 
 
Last Year’s Winners: 

 

Club Calendar 
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NSBC Festival of Bridge in June 
The North Shore Bridge Club Festival of 
Bridge will be played over two weeks in late 
June. The Festival will start at East Lindfield 
with the Restricted and Novice events.  
These will be followed by four big days at 
Club Willoughby with two Swiss Pairs events 
and two Swiss Teams events.  
 
All the in-between walk-in sessions at both 
Club Willoughby and East Lindfield will be 
allocated red points.  
 
Program highlights: 
 
The Festival starts with our two Novice and 
Restricted events at East Lindfield (30 table 
limit). The TEAMS on Saturday 22/June 
followed by the PAIRS on Sunday 23/June. 
 

 
 
Normal Saturday duplicate session bridge at EL 
whilst the Festival Restricted Teams are being 
played. 

 
 
The 2018 Winners were: 

 
 

 

All club sessions from 22/June to the 
30/June will be treated as Festival side event 
games and will be scored with RED Points. 
 
The major Swiss Pairs and Swiss Teams will 
be held at Club Willoughby in the auditorium 
(50+ Table capacity).  
 
The major events are all 2 sessions: 
 

1. Swiss Pairs Thursday 27th at 10am 
2. Swiss Teams Friday 28th at 10am 
3. Swiss Pairs Saturday 29th at 10am 
4. TBIB Swiss Teams Sunday 30th at 10am 

 

 
 
2018 Major Festival Event Winners: 
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5. Our Game of Bridge 
 

ABF Daily columns: 
 

 
www.abf.com.au/Daily-Column 

 
The following article is typical of the ABF daily column 
that only costs $52 per year, delivered to your Inbox. It 
is such good value at 7 daily issues for only $1/week. 

 

 

Hand that 
caught my eye 
By Mike Lawrence  

 
Recently a hand came up during a major 
event. It was presented on BBO with many 
commentators discussing the play. Here is 
the layout  

 

 
 

The bidding was aggressive, which is typical 
of good players today. Also, the game was 

IMPs, which rewards you when you bid and 
make games. The 2♥ bid was weak. North’s 
2NT asked for description and 3♣ was an 
artificial bid saying South was minimum. 
North gave up, signing off in 3♥.  
 
The final contract was ugly, as is frequently 
the case when you try for a game and find it 
is not worth bidding. South appears to have 
three diamond losers and two or three heart 
losers.  
Look closely at the heart suit. A little miracle 
has happened. East has the J10 doubleton. 
This means declarer can hold his heart losers 
to one by leading the queen (or leading to the 
queen). West can have his king now or later.  
Let’s say West takes the king. Declarer’s ace 
will drop East’s remaining heart and all the 
hearts are good. Magic.  
Here is how the play goes.  
West leads the ♦K and the defence takes the 
first three diamond tricks, ending in the East 
hand.  
Can East defeat 3♥ at this point?  
 
First, here is what East actually did. He led a 
club. He hoped that West had the ♣K and 
four hearts to the nine. If this is true, there 
might be a spade trick and a heart trick for 
the defence. This play does not work.  
Take a look at all four hands. Can the magic 
layout in hearts be overcome? Here is the 
answer. This is the layout of the trump suit. 
Note that East has the last diamond.  
 

 
 

It is agreed that: 

• leading a club back won’t work.  

• leading a spade back won’t work.  

• leading a heart back won’t work.  
What is left is East’s ♦5, giving declarer a 
sluff and a ruff. This is normally a very bad 
idea. Is it bad on this hand?  
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Let’s see.  
 
If South does not ruff the diamond in his 
hand, he has to ruff in dummy with the 
queen. Now South has two certain trump 
losers.  
If South chooses to ruff the diamond in his 
hand with a little trump, West ruffs with the 
seven, forcing dummy to ruff with the queen. 
Again, two trump losers.  
 
If South chooses to ruff with the eight or nine, 
West throws a club, keeping his trumps. The 
defenders get two trump tricks because 
West’s seven is now big enough that it will 
get a trick on its own merit. Pretty amazing 
layout.  
 
Why is this a meaningful hand? One might 
think that this defence is double dummy. And 
in fact it is. What is important is that when a 
hand is over and you feel you might have 
made a contract or perhaps defeated a 
contract, you look at it later to see if there 
was any possible play that would have 
worked. When you find a play that is 
successful but seems exotic, keep it in mind.  
 
Someday, this play will come up again and 
you will recognize it and will consider it. It 
may be that the time for this play has come 
and you are ready for it.  
Studying your failures is one of the great 
learning tools.  
 
MIKE’S ADVICE  
 
Here is an important tip you can bank on.  
 
When a good pair makes a game try and 
they stop in a part-score, your chances of 
setting them are very good. Greed 
motivates players to hunt for games, but 
when they stop in a part-score, it means they 
do not think they can make game.  
They think that making a part-score is the 
best they can do. If they have any kind of bad 
luck you should set them. Be aware of this 
and do not lean back, thanking your lucky 
stars that they did not bid a game.  
 
Be thinking that they are going down and 
look for a way to make this happen. 

6.Teaching Corner  

 

Delay in drawing 

trumps is 

sometimes 

required.        

By Pat O’Connor  

 

 

With 14 HCPs and a weak heart suit you 
open 1♥.  North gives you a double raise to 
3♥, showing 10-12 points and 3+ card trump 
support.  Your heart suit has perked up with 
partner’s support and you bid game. 
West leads the ♣Q. How do you plan to play 
the hand? 
 
Analysis 
 
Looking at losers, you have two in hearts and 
one each in diamonds and clubs. How can 
you get rid of one of them?  There is nothing 
to trump in dummy, so you need to look at 
getting an extra trick from a side suit. 
The diamond suit looks promising.  Once the 
ace is knocked out you will have two tricks 
and could discard your club loser. 
 
How do you go about the play? 
 
Ed: Same bidding using Bergen bids:  
3♦ = 4+ hearts and 10-11 HCPs (limit bid). 
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Keep learning with Anita Curtis 

 

Build on the Basics (BoB): Follow Liz’s Bridge 
Basics with these 2-hour sessions: 7:30pm on 
Wednesdays and 10:30am on Thursdays:    

 

 

Develop Your Skills (DYS): These are 2-hour 
sessions on Thursdays at 2pm, alternately for 
players who have done BoB, and for those who 
have done DYS in previous semesters: 

 

 

Broaden Your Skills (BYS): These are 2-hour 
sessions on Fridays at 2pm for players with 
typically 3 years of Bridge experience: 

 

Pat O’Connor’s Bridge Solution 
 
Full Hand: 

 
 

You win the club lead with the ace.  You 
should not play trumps immediately.  If you 
do, the opponents will take their ♥A and then 
lead another club, which takes out your king 
and exposes the club loser.  Then when you 
knock out the ♦A, they will cash their club 
winner. 
 
The key is to play diamonds first so that you 
establish a diamond winner on which to 
discard your club loser.  Play a small one 
from your hand to the king in dummy.  If this 
is ducked by the opponents, continue with 
the queen.  Whenever they take the ace, 
your jack is promoted to a winner.  You then 
go to dummy, either by leading your 
remaining diamond if the ace was taken on 
the first round, or by leading a spade to the 
queen.  Then discard the ♣5 on the high 
diamond in dummy.  Now it is time to draw 
trumps. 
 
The only tricks you lose are one diamond and 
two trumps, making your contract.  
 
Key Point 
 
Delay drawing trumps if necessary, in 
order to establish a winner in a side suit 
on which to discard a loser. 
 
 

Want to keep learning?   
Call Anita Curtis on 0405 449 767 

or email ac210927@bigpond.net.au 
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Your playing opportunities  

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

Note that there is a 15-minute talk on a 
bidding or play topic, before all the 
Supervised and Rookie sessions.   

 

And then there are the 3-hour Restricted 
sessions, your last step before the Open 
game!   
 

 
 
 
 

Ready for even more challenges?  
 

Looking for more of a challenge? 
 
Here are the upcoming restricted game 
opportunities for those of you who are looking 
for more of a challenge; they are specifically 
designed for you: 
 
The “Bridge for Brains” event is being held 
at both our venues on Monday 6th May, 
including the usual Restricted session at 
Club Willoughby. 
 
This is an Australia-wide red point event, 
using pre-dealt hands, with a solution booklet 
provided at the end. As usual, we will be 
asking for a donation to the charity. 
 

NSWBA Teams of Three 

On Sunday 2nd June, this event at the NSW 
Bridge Association is where you enter as a 
team of 3 and are allocated an experienced 
captain who will play 2 rounds of the Swiss 
Teams event with each player. 

 

Trumps friendly Pairs 

On Sunday 9th June, this event at Mosman 
is targeted at Restricted pairs. 

Want to play in these sessions?   
Just come along,  

with or without a partner. 
 

mailto:mikeprescott7@hotmail.com


North Shore Bridge Club   Page Number 15 

Manager: Mike Prescott         Phone: 043 552 8872  Email address: mikeprescott7@hotmail.com 
Editor: Kevin Davies          Phone: 040 301 8979                           Email address: kdav1951@gmail.com 

As mentioned earlier under “Club Events”, 

our NSBC Festival of Bridge starts 

with the Restricted and Novice Pairs and 
Teams at our East Lindfield venue over the 
weekend 22/23 June. These are Red Point 
events for Restricted and Novice players:  
 

 
 

Beginners Courses in 2019: 

“Introduction to Bridge” is a 6-week course, 
run at both Club Willoughby and at East 
Lindfield, for new players. 

 

Bookings are open for Semester 2 of 2019: 

Come and learn to play bridge at Club 
Willoughby with Liz Wilkinson, starting in 
July 2019, or at East Lindfield with Ed 
Barnes, starting in August 2019. 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

7. Solutions 
 

Bidding Challenge Hand 1  

 

 
North Passes.  South overcalls East’s 
opening bid with 1♠, and North will pre-empt 
with 3♠.  How should East and West bid? 

Suggested Bidding: 

 

• N: Pass, not usually good to open weak 2♦ 
with an outside 4-card major. 

• E: Not enough for a strong bid, opens the 
higher of a two-suiter 1♥. 

• S: An aggressive 1♠ overcall, not 
vulnerable, just to get into the auction, 
disrupt EW and tell partner what to lead. 

• W: Negative X, just enough points, but 
good 5/5 in the other suits, short spades 
and tolerance for hearts, well worth the 
bid.   

• W: An alternate 2♣ bid is also good (both 
lead directing and immediately identifies 
the club fit for partner). This applies only if 

 
Want to start a bridge beginner course?   

 

Call Sue Crompton on 0416 290 867  
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2♣ is used as a non-forcing bid.  Players 
whose system uses a forcing 2♣ must X. 

• N: A pre-emptive 3♠.  Best to go as high 
as you can early, then get out of the 
bidding. ED Note: I would bid 4♠. 

• E: Cannot ask for help in spades for NT, 
5♣ is the pragmatic bid!  We may have 
been pre-empted out of a 6♣ contract as 
partner is likely to be short in spades. But 
West may have useless diamond honours. 
It’s a guess to bid a an aggressive 6♣. 

 

The results in the session were everywhere! 
The best EW score was 3NT=11 tricks? 
(must have had a heart lead). 

Matchpoint Scoring: 

 

Matchpoint Tips 

N/S need to pre-empt in spades to at least 4♠ 
to score well. I would, with 6♦/4♠ fit, bid 4♠ 
over partners 1♠ overcall and make it very 
difficult for EW to find their fit. 

E/W need to reach a 5♣ or 3NT game for a 
good score. Overtricks in clubs score well. 
Letting NS play a spade contract, even 
doubled, scores poorly. 

International Matchpoint (IMP) Scoring 

 

IMP Tips 

EW Game bonus for 5♣ is scoring +7 IMP, 
any overtrick does not matter. The 5/2 heart 
fit is not sufficient with the 5/1 bad break. 
Letting NS get away with a spade contract is 
a poor result for EW. 

NS needs to play a spade contract up to 4S, 
even if doubled, they only lose -1 IMP..   

Even a save in 5♠X (-5 IMPs) is better than 
5♣ (-7 IMPs). But this risk pushing them 
into 6♣ (-13 IMPs).  It’s safer to give up if 
they bid 5♣. 

 

Best Lead by South 

The ♠5 (count 4th highest) would be the 
normal lead. 

 

East Initial Contract Planning: 

Loser Count: None off the top. 

Winners:  1x ♠, 2x ♥, 2x ♣ + 6 ruffs = 11. 

Can get extras in hearts for 1 or 2 tricks to 
make 12/13. 

Looks like we have missed a 6♣ contract.  

The aggressive bidding is likely to cause 
problems at all tables. You must make 12 
tricks (1 overtrick) in Matchpoint scoring to do 
well. 
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Play Challenge  

This hand was contributed by Gary Lane who 
teaches bridge to a group of improvers. 

 

 

South leads ♣6 to North’s ♣A, North 
continues ♣K and then ♣Q. How do you 
make 10 tricks? 

Solution: Hand repeated 

 

Declarer (East) Planning 

Count Losers:  2x♣ (cashed) + A♠ = 3 

Count Winners: 5x♠ + 3x♥+ 1♦ + ♣ Ruff = 10 

Problem: North keeps leading clubs, trying to 
promote a spade trick in the South hand. To 
stop the immediate problem: 

Solution: 

At trick 3, ♣Q is led by North - ruff high with 
♠K. 

 

Problem: If North has the ♠A (likely with his 
vulnerable overcall), then the next ♣J could 
promote an overruff by South if they have the 
♠9! 

Solution:  Immediately play 3 rounds of top 
hearts, discard the ♣T from the West hand 
and then knock out the ♠A. 

You are now fully in control and can over-ruff 
South’s ♠9 in the West hand! And you will 
make your contract (10 tricks) in 4♠.  
 
If you do not see the risks of a club ruff by 
South’s ♠9 then you will go down. Cashing 
the 3 hearts is a very small risk to ensure 
your contract. 
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Bidding Challenge Hand 2  

 

 

The suggested standard bidding to reach the 
slam is shown below. 

 

With shortages in both hands, I would settle 
for a 6♥ contract as it’s more likely to be 
successful than 6NT. You can make extra 
tricks by ruffing. 

Here in 6NT if you find the ♥Q, then it’s a top, 
you don’t it’s a bottom. 

Matchpoint Scoring: 

 

Matchpoint Tips: 

• 6NT scores better than 6H (=top) 

• 3NT scores better than game in hearts 

• 6D is an average 

• Games score poorly 

• Going off is a bottom 

 

International Matchpoint (IMPs) Scoring 

 

IMP Tips 

• All slams (NT, ♥, ♦) score about the same 
number +6 IMPS. Just bid it! 

• Just bidding a game loses -6 IMPs. 

• Going down loses bigtime at IMPs. 

 

The Full Deal: 

 

 

The Play in 6♥ by North 

Best Lead by East? ♣7 or ♥6. 

I would lead ♣7 

Declarer (North) Planning: 

Count losers: None, have control in all suits. 

Count winners: 1x ♠ + 4x ♥ + 5x ♦ + 2x ♣ =12 

Should make 13 if I find the ♥Q. 

Win ♣K at trick one. 

♥K at trick 2, EW follow, could still break 4/1. 

Run ♥T. Wins, EW both follow. 

Cash ♥A and claim 13 tricks. 
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8. Congress News  
 

ABF News and Coming Events  

 
 

NSWBA and Congress Events 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
The next Club Level Directors' course will be 
held at the NSWBA on Saturday May 11, 
2019. 
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Patrick, Axel, Karen & John 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Upcoming Congresses: 
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