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   NSBC Newsletter 

2020 AUGUST Vol 3 Issue 8  Editors: Kevin Davies and Ian Maclaren

2020 Club AGM 15th August. 
 
The AGM Report of our postponed 2020 
AGM has now been sent to members by 
Mike Prescott.  At this point in time the 
Meeting is to be held at 10:00am on 
Saturday 15th August. The exact location 
of the face to face meeting is yet to be 
determined and formal details will depend 
upon state government legislation at the 
time. Of course, all COVID-19 health and 
safety requirements will be implemented at 
the venue.  
 
Assuming that attendance numbers will be 
capped, we are also looking at using Zoom 
technology to allow member attendance via 
the internet or telephone. This is to ensure 
that no member is disadvantaged. 
Additionally, a voting facility is currently 
being reviewed in the hope of finalising a 
suitable online voting procedure.  
Please note that those wishing to stand for 
election to the committee must complete the 
Nomination Form, duly proposed and 
seconded, and email it to Mike Prescott by 
10am Saturday 8th August 2020. The 
complete and final list of those standing for 
election will then be disseminated to 
members very shortly afterwards. If you have 
any questions about the AGM, please 
contact Mike Prescott or one of the current 
committee members. Existing committee 
intentions re 2020 elections 

 
Before any new nominations are received.  
 

 
Note: 8/Aug deadline for extra nominations 

NSBC - BBO Tournament Schedules 
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Challenge hand 1 

 
Dealer North, NS are silent, what is your 
bidding to the best contract? 
 
 

Challenge hand 2 

 
North opens 1♥, and south competes to at 
least 5♥. How do you bid these cards? 

 
 

 
Mike Prescott 

NSBC 
Manager’s 
Message 

 
0435 528 872 

 
mikeprescott7 
@hotmail.com 

 

Donations  

We (NSBC) decided to continue to run ‘Free 
BBO sessions” for members with financial 
support being obtained by asking for 
donations to keep the club running.  

The alternate that not been used, was to use 
the ABF user pays virtual club system. Where 
BBO charges are paid on entry (Fees are in 
$BBO dollars, which you must buy prior to any 
session you play in), but with a percentage of 
these entry fees being returned to club coffers 
via the ABF arrangement. 

 

We are now running 26 free NSBC sessions 
per week on BBO. We need support for the 
costs in keeping the club running and bringing 
the game we all love into your home.  

Please keep donations coming to keep your 
club going in these trying times  

Pre-Paid players simply email Mike or the 
office, with ABF number and amount you wish 
to donate.  

mikeprescott7@hotmail.com 

If you are not on our Pre-Paid system, please 
use the link below to make a donation to 
club’s operating costs.  

https://www.northshore.bridge-
club.org/payments-with-cart  

Kind regards  

Mike and all the NSBC Team 0435 528 872  

 
 

NSBC moves to CLOCKED BBO 
tournaments 
All large sessions (defined as >7 tables or 14 
Pairs) will be run as two fields North South 
and East West and will be linked to the 
automatic clocked system. 
You must now stick strictly to the clock  

• any boards not started with less than 4 
minutes left on the clock will be 
automatically averaged.  

• Please note: Any board not completed 
when the clock hits zero will be averaged 
even if you are still playing the hand.  

• This means no more waiting for tables to 
finish, as any late tables they will 
automatically be truncated, and averages 
awarded. 

• Supervised sessions will not be clocked  

 

We continue each day with our two open time 
slots 10.00am and 1.30pm, the morning 
sessions are well under our 20-table limit and 
the afternoon most days are full (sold out). If 
you can transfer to the 10.00am session 
games, please do so.  

 

https://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/payments-with-cart
https://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/payments-with-cart
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Our newest group of players join the 
club 
Liz Wilkinson started a new beginners’ course 
back in February this year, BC (Before Covid).  
She had just completed the 6-week 
Introduction course when the club closed.   
 
Liz then not only converted the next set of 10 
lessons (known as Bridge Basics) so that they 
could be delivered via a combination of Zoom 
and BBO, but she also created the capability 
to give all the students opportunities to play 
some practice boards in BBO, while she 
supervised them, 4 students at a time. 
 
The result of all that was that when this group 
graduated at the end of June, they were quite 
familiar with BBO.  They have moved into the 
supervised games very smoothly, with the 
club gaining about 30 new playing members. 
At the moment, there is no Beginner program 
planned for semester 2.   
 
It's hard to calculate retention rates from the 
beginners' lessons, due to comings, goings 
and returns, but the 30 new NSBC members 
represents over 50% retention. In addition, we 
have a pool of over 60 players who attend the 
pre-game talks, and a pool of over 140 who 
attend the lessons with Jess and Anita. 

 

Pre-game talks for Rookie players 
 
And just a reminder that, as we did at the club 
Before Covid, we have a pre-game talk for 
Rookie and Supervised players, Monday 
through to Wednesday.   
 
The talks are delivered using a combination of 
Zoom and BBO, and they open at 12:30 so 
that players can join in a 15-minute chat 
before the talk – it’s so nice to see some 
faces!  The talks start at 12:45 and are longer 
than before, usually between 30 and 45 
minutes, allowing for a more leisurely 
approach to the many and varied topics, and 
with time for questions.   
 
If you have not tried them yet, contact Kay for 
details on moyes_kay@hotmail.com.  

 

Well done Kay & the team 
 
Our newer players continue to flourish, well 
done to the new Player team! 

 
2020 Club Champion Progress 
 
The qualifying events for the Club Champion 
have been updated to allow the 2020 process 
to progress.  A few more changes will likely be 
made if the lock down continues with more 
events being cancelled. 
 

 
 
We have now completed only 5 CC qualifying 
events by end July the leaders table is: 
 

 
Link to Full CC Results to date 

 

 
 

http://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/node/1147
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NSBC BBO Pairs (July) 
On Thursday evenings, July Red Pointed 
competition, a 3-week Pairs. You can play in 
any single session but must play all 3 for 
consideration in the outright results. This is 
scored using match points. 

 
 

 
Wenjie and Ming 

 

 
Thomas and Prue 

 

 
Craig 

 
Terry 

June BBO Monthly winners 
 

 

 
Eva and Les 

 

 
Don and Mary 

 

 
Sue Gordon 
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Masterpoint Promotions  
 
Due to lock down and limited masterpoint files 
processed by the ABF Masterpoint Centre by 
the end of June, there have been limited 
promotions in Masterpoint ranks. This has 
improved with NSBC now issuing 
masterpoint awards for all our BBO 
sessions. 
 

From East Lindfield: 

 
 

And from Club Willoughby: 
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BBO Open Session Results 
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BBO Restricted Session Results 
 

 
Note: Combined Rookie/Restricted results are shown in 
the Rookie Results tables from Jul 17th onwards 

 
BBO Supervised Session Results 
 

 
 
BBO Rookie Session Results 
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Vale Joan Colley 
 

 
Joan was a regular member of NSBC.  She 
lived life and loved the social aspect of bridge, 
making some wonderful friends at Willoughby. 
During times when she was suffering from ill-
health she always found the energy to go out 
and play. Joan died peacefully in her sleep 
just before her 82nd birthday. 

 
BBO JULY Monthly leaders 

 

 

 
Note: Rookie Monthly award is for pairs <100 MP 

Thursday Red Points competition 

Because of the uncertainty of our restrictions 
moving forward into August, the next 
Thursday night event will be a Swiss Pairs 24 
boards 4 x 6 board matches. Please note this 
will run over 3 nights but one night will be a 
Monday. You can just play any of the 3 
sessions, but will need to play in all 3 to be 
considered for outright results. 

• Thursday 23rd @ 7.00pm  

• Monday 27th @ 7.00pm 

• Thursday 30th @ 7.00pm 

Registration will open at 5.00pm and we are 
limited to 20 tables so enter early to avoid 
missing out. 

 

13 Tables participated in round one. The 
results are shown below 
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Visit the NSBC 
club Website 
 
Leo Goorevich 
NSBC Web Master 

 
Have you visited our club website? Come and 
explore!   
http://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/ 
 
Let us have a look at our session data store in 
Pianola. Access from our website is via the 
Results menu: 

 
 
Clicking on Pianola results takes you to the 
current weeks session storage. You can 
navigate back to previous weeks. 

 
• Lists session data stored for each day 

 
We will have a quick look into a session data 
by clicking the “Pairs NSBC Open” on a 
Monday. Pianola stores our bridge session 
data in 4 views 

 
• Ranking  Shows session winners 
• Travellers Results on a specific board 

• Score Cards Your scores (all boards) 

• Hands  Detailed Hand records 

Ranking View (default on entry) 

 
• Partnership names 

• Percentage score achieved 

• Master point award 
 
Traveller View  
You need to select a board – here we selected 
Board 7, All results on the Traveller for board 
7 are shown. 
 

 
• Partnership Pairs, NS and EW 

• Final Contract 

• Declarer  

• Tricks made 

• Card Lead 

• Resulting Bridge Score 

• Allocated Matchpoint score 
 
Score Card view having selected a pair. 
Shows the scorecard with all the boards in the 
list that they played. 

 
• Partnership 

• Contract information 

• Bridge Score 

• Allocated Matchpoints 

• Max Matchpoints on the board 

• Percentage score 

• Performance Stars and colours. 
 
Hands: just shows all hand records of the 
boards played in the session. 
 

http://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/
http://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/
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Decoding a suit 

 By Pat O’Connor  

 

We are West.  Our hand is  

♠ K7653, ♥875, ♦T3, ♣K97. 

 
 
South opens 1NT, we pass and North raises to 
3NT, just like that.  All pass, we lead the ♠5, 
fourth best of our five-card suit and dummy 
comes down. 
 

 
 
Lead: ♠5 
 
Dummy plays the ♠2, partner the ♠8 and 
declarer wins with the ♠A. 
 

Who has the ♠Q?  The ♠T? 
 
If declarer had the ♠Q he would not have 
wasted his ♠A, so partner has the ♠Q.  
Similarly, declarer would have won with the ♠T 
if he had it, so partner has the ♠T as well.  It is 
good to know these things. 
 
Declarer proceeds to take four diamond tricks, 
playing the ♦A and ♦J from hand and then the 
♦K and ♦Q from dummy.  Partner follows to 
three rounds and then discards the ♣3.  We 

need to find two discards, so having no interest 
in hearts, we choose the ♥5 and ♥7. 
 
Declarer then leads the ♣2 from dummy, 
partner plays the ♣8 and declarer the ♣Q.  We 
win with the ♣K and turn our attention back to 
our long suit, spades. 
 

Our ♠K is high.  Should we play it? 
 
We previously worked out that partner has the 
♠Q and ♠T.  Declarer must have had two 
spades for the 1NT bid, so these are partner’s 
only remaining spades.  If we play the ♠K and 
continue spades, partner will win the next trick 
with the ♠Q but will then have no way back to 
our hand!  The spades will be blocked. 
 

So, what should we play? 
 

We must play the ♠3, showing partner that we 
started with five spades.  Partner will win with 
the ♠Q and return the ♠T which we will overtake 
with our ♠K and cash two more spade tricks, 
defeating the contract. 
 

 
 
The knowledge that partner had the ♠Q and ♠T 
helped us to realise that we had to unblock the 
spade suit.  If we had not done it, declarer 
would have made the contract. 
 
Post Mortem 
 
It is often possible to decode a suit at Trick 1 by 
looking at dummy and the cards played by 
partner and declarer. 
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Defensive Planning 
 

 
 
The Bidding 
 
You are sitting East and your partner opened 
the bidding with 1♦ then went quiet, as after 
your pass (<6 hcp), South doubled for takeout, 
and then North bid 1♠, and South then bid 1NT 
 
Your partner (West) leads ♥Q against South’s 
final 1NT contract 
 

 
 
Declarer ducks with the ♥3 from dummy.  
 

What is your defensive plan? 
 
 

 

Defence Solution: 
 
South has promised a balanced hand, and your 
partner (West) has likely led from ♥QJx, which 
gives him the space for at least four diamonds, 
probably headed by the ace since he has 
chosen not to lead a diamond. 
 
You encourage with the ♥6 (using high 
encourage) on the first round and when partner, 
continues with the ♥J, declarer again ducks, 
asking for a small one (♥T) hearts from dummy. 
 
Now you must overtake the ♥Q with your ♥K. 
You have no outside entry to enjoy the long 
hearts. So, 
 
Then you can play the ♦T through declarer, 
thus finessing his diamond stopper and 
hopefully establishing four tricks for partner.   
 
Your partner’s ♣K will likely set the contract 
because of your good defence. 
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Note from Kay Moyes 
 
I chose this article (See Ron Klinger below) 
from the “Australian Bridge Novice Edition” 
for the August newsletter because I felt it 
combined some of the themes being covered 
recently in the pre-game talks, Monday to 
Wednesday.  It’s also a good reminder that 
while we teach you a specific method for a topic 
such as pre-empting to get you started and to 
have you all on the same wavelength, as you 
get more experienced you can expand your 
bidding system as you like – as long as partner 
is on the same page as you! 

 

 
Ron Klinger 

Getting in the 
way 
Book excerpt from 
Ron Klinger's  
A Good Game of 
Modern Bridge 

 
BY AND LARGE, club players tend not to pre-
empt high enough. A pre-empt is normally a 
weak hand, below 10 HCP, with a long, strong 
suit. 
Start by estimating your playing tricks by 
counting your losers.  
1. In a suit of three cards or longer, consider 

only the top three cards. The ace, king and 
queen are winners. Count each lower card 
in your top three as a loser.  

2. All cards beyond the top three are taken to 
be winners.  

3. For a doubleton holding, A-K = no losers, 
A-Q = half a loser, while A-x or K-x = 1 
loser and all lower holdings = two losers.  

4. A singleton ace = no loser. All other 
singletons = one loser. 

 
For example: 

♠6 ♥KQJ8532 ♦97 ♣J65 
 
This hand has one loser in spades, one loser in 
hearts, two in diamonds and three in clubs, a 
total of seven losers. You have 13 cards with 
seven losers. That translates into six playing 
tricks. 
 

‘Playing tricks’ are not sure winners. They are 
likely tricks: the probable number of tricks you 
will win if your long suit becomes trumps.  
 
The Rule of 3 and 2 for pre-empts: To the 
number of playing tricks, add three when not 
vulnerable, two when you are vulnerable, and 
open accordingly. Thus, if not vulnerable open 
three with six playing tricks, but open four with 
seven playing tricks.  
 
Do not pre-empt beyond game, but open 5♣ or 
5♦ with a suitably weak hand and eight playing 
tricks. This would be a 5♣ opening:  

♠6 ♥ – ♦JT92 ♣AQJ87654 
 
You have one loser in spades, none in hearts, 
three in diamonds and one in clubs. Total 
losers: Five. Deduct from 13 = 8 playing tricks.  
When vulnerable you are slightly more 
conservative. Open three with seven playing 
tricks, four with eight playing tricks and 5♣ or 5♦ 
with nine. 
 
The Rule of 3 and 2 is considered a sound 
approach to pre-emptive openings. The 
underlying theory is that you hope partner will 
provide the tricks which you are adding on to 
your own playing tricks. If partner provides no 
such tricks, and you are doubled for penalties, 
you figure to lose 500 points, three down 
doubled not vulnerable or two down doubled 
and vulnerable. 
 
These days the Rule of 3 and 2 is considered 
conservative. A more aggressive approach 
works like this: Add two to your playing tricks at 
unfavorable vulnerability. Add three at equal 
vulnerability. Add four at favorable vulnerability. 
Some adopt a simpler approach and simply 
follow the Rule of 3, regardless of vulnerability. 
You should adopt either the aggressive 
approach above or the Rule of 3 throughout. 
 
What would you open, at favorable vulnerability 
with: 

♠QJ65432 ♥54 ♦ – ♣K873 
 
In the final of a national team’s tournament, 
both players opened 4♠. The hand has six 
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losers, hence seven playing tricks. Add three 
not vulnerable = ten tricks, so open 4♠ 
 
Here is a similar hand, on which both players 
opened 4♠, this time in the final of a tournament 
to select a national open team. Again, the 
vulnerability was favorable: 

♠QT97432 ♥ – ♦32 ♣KJ84 
 
In an international team’s match, with neither 
side vulnerable, both players opened 5♦ with 

♠T ♥94 ♦AQJT65432 ♣8 
 
A sensible guide for pre-empting is that if you 
would open three with a normal hand pattern, 
then open one higher with a freakish pattern. 
This is a reasonable three-opening: 

♠AQJ8752 ♥8 ♦62 ♣985 
A 7-2-2-2 or a 7-3-2-1 is ‘normal’ shape for a 
pre-empt.  
Therefore, you bid higher with a more extreme 
pattern. Open higher not with extra points, but 
with extra shape. This would qualify for a 4♠ 
opening: 

♠AQJ8752 ♥ – ♦62 ♣9852 
 
Notice that this hand has six losers, while the 
previous hand has seven losers. 
 
Opening pre-empts are restricted to weak 
hands in case partner has a very strong hand. If 
you open with a pre-empt on a strong hand and 
partner is also strong, you might miss a slam, 
since partner will not play you for great 
strength. When prospects for slam are no 
longer there, you can freely pre-empt with a 
good hand, up to 16 HCP or so. However, if 
you do, you must open at game level. When do 
such opportunities occur? 
 

 
AB Editor: Brad 

Coles 

The Klinger article was 
extracted from the 
“Australian Bridge 
Novice Edition”, an 
excellent journal, full of 
interesting articles for the 
newer players. 

 

When partner is a passed hand, or right-hand 
opponent has already opened. Suppose the 
bidding has started Pass, Pass, to you. It would 
be sensible to open 4♥ with these cards: 

♠A2 ♥KQJT872 ♦QJ2 ♣5 
In first or second seat, you should open 1♥. In 
third or fourth seat, a 4♥ opening is preferable. 
 
Similarly, if right-hand opponent has opened 
1♥, or the bidding has been 
WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

1♥  pass     2♥   ? 
to you, bid 4♠ with 

♠AKQ8752 ♥2 ♦KJ8 ♣J6 
The choice is a minimum-level overcall, or an 
immediate jump to game. Never pre-empt at 
the three-level with a strong hand. 4♠ puts more 
pressure on the opponents  
 

Librarian Confirmation Note 
 

Ron Klinger’s featured Book “A Good 
Game of Modern Bridge” is available 

in the NSBC Library (Bidding section) for 
members to borrow. 
 

Fiona Lavery 
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Anita 

 
Jessica 

In 2020, our development teachers are Anita 
Curtis and Jessica Brake. 

 
Build on the Basics is for people who are 
returning to bridge after a long break or who 
have completed Beginners and have played for 
3-6 months. The normal Build on the Basics 
lessons are now split into 2: Wednesdays & 
Thursdays at 10am for approximately 1 hour 
each session on Zoom/BBO. 
.  

 
 

  
Develop Your Skills (DYS) with Anita is for 
players who have completed the “Build on the 
Basics” course or who have been playing for 
approximately one year. These lessons extend 
knowledge in bidding and play and prepare 
players to move to the Rookie level.  They are 
held via Zoom/BBO sessions on Thursday 
afternoons at 2pm. 
 

 
  

Broaden Your Game/Intermediate with Anita is 
a set of lessons for intermediate players with 
typically 3 years of Bridge experience.  It follows 
on from Develop Your Skills. 

The lessons are held over Zoom video on Friday 
mornings at 10am. 
 

 
 

A new monthly session on Friday afternoons for 
gentle hand analysis fans. 
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Vince Wilmont 

Vince is an expert 
player and teacher.   

This this article was 
adapted from an ACBL 
Bridge feed website 

 
Defensive Play 

An important aspect of good defence is figuring 
out how declarer’s play might go and planning 
your defence accordingly. 

 

Opening lead: ♥3 

In a recent tournament, I defended holding the 
East cards against 3NT by south. How would 
you plan the defence? 

 

Let us consider the points around the table. 
Based on the bidding, partner cannot have 
more than three or four points.  

• North   = can see 12,  

• My hand =12,  

• South  =12-14,  

• Partner up to a massive 2-4 HCP 
 

It appears that we will need several heart tricks 
to beat this 3NT contract. The bidding strongly 
suggests partner is likely to have five hearts 
given that South did not rebid 2♥. If partner’s 
high card is the ♥K, we will always get four or 
five heart tricks quickly.  
 
Declarer’s spades are not that strong. Maybe 
declarer will likely need to attack clubs to get 
some extra tricks. It turns out that your critical 
decision is at trick one.  
 
What if partner’s high card is the ♣K? Declarer 
can keep partner off lead by making you win 
the defence losing club trick. 
 
If you play the ♥A at trick one, declarer will also 
duck the second heart, and win the third heart. 
He will have the wherewithal to keep your 
partner off lead by ducking a club safely into 
your hand. 
 
At trick one, therefore, you should find the 
winning play of the ♥Q. If declarer (south) has 
the ♥K, they will not duck, out of fear that your 
partner started with the ace and jack. If you 
played the queen (losing to the King), when you 
get back on lead, you can cash your side’s four 
heart tricks. 
 
If partner has the ♥K, your ♥Q will not cost as 
you will win and then you cash ♥A and your 
heart tricks. 
 
At the table, I played the ♥Q. Declarer won with 
the ♥K, then led the ♣T and ran this to the ♣2 
and my ♣J winning, and then we cashed out for 
down one. 
Here is the complete deal: 
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Brett Manley 

Brett Manley was a guest 
co-editor of the Gold Coast 
daily bulletin. IPBA 
executive member and WBF 
bulletin editor. 
 
Article was adapted from a 
Brent Manly article in 
Bridge feed 

 

Playing the Odds 

  
West leads the ♣K to your ♣A in your 6♠ 
contract.  
 
Analysis 
Top Winners:  6♠+2♥+2♦+1♣ = 11 
Losers:  none, but deep ♦ and ♣ 
Where is the 12th trick coming from? 
 
Can you take advantage of the information 
provided by the 2NT overcall, to land this 
contract?  What is your plan? 
 
Solution 
 
T1 Declarer took the opening lead ♣K with 

the ♣A, both opponents following. 
T2 Declarer cashed the ♠K both followed  
T3 Declarer led ♠4 to ♠A, all followed again. 

East giving count to his partner, showing a 
likely 3 trump holding. 

Thus, counting out the West hand shape, he 
must hold a 2155 or 20(56) shape with at most 
a singleton in hearts. Declarer decided his best 
shot was to set up a heart trick for 12. 
 
T4 Declarer then continued with the ♥J from 

dummy, with the intention of running it if 
not covered. This would lose only if West 
had three trumps (unlikely given East 
count cards) or a singleton ♥Q. As the 
cards lay, this was the only winning line. 
East covered the ♥J with the ♥Q and 
declarer won with the ♥A,  

T5 Declarer cashed ♠Q, drawing East’s 
remaining trump. 

T6 Next, he re-entered dummy with a ♥4 to 
the ♥K 

T7 Then he led the ♥9 and ruffed out East’s 
♥T with ♠9 as he covered. It would do no 
good to duck, as a loser would be thrown 
from hand for 12 tricks. 

T8 The ♦K provided the entry to the 
established ♥8, on which declarer’s losing 
diamond was thrown.  

Thus, making the contract of 6 spades 
 
The full deal. 

 
 
If West had shown up with just one trump, it 
would still be correct to lead the ♥J at trick three 
as it would be at least two to one odds that East 
had the ♥Q.  
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It is only when West has a void in trumps that a 
different strategy is required. 
 
T1 ♣A 
T2  ♠K West shows out - void 
T3 ♠A 
T4 ♥A return to hand  
T5-7 ♠QJT drawing all Easts trumps 
T8 ♥K Cash the king, then, if West 

produced the ♥T 
T9 declarer should make certain of the 

contract by playing the ♥9 and discarding 
the ♣2 from hand.  

T10 If the ♥9 loses to the ♥Q, the ♥8 would still 
take care of declarer’s diamond loser. 

 
If a heart honour does not appear at T8, you 
ruff a heart and hope for ♥Q coming down from 
West. 
 

NSBC Pre-Paid System 
 
Join the North Shore Bridge Club Pre-Paid 
system (PP) and enjoy the benefits.  
 

• 5% discount on table money, 

• no need to find cash at the table. 
 
You will receive a monthly statement by email.  
When your balance is low you will receive a 
reminder to top it up with the director at the 
club, or via the NSBC website. 
 
PP system is a club member only benefit. 
 

 
 

 

Fallback Plan 
 

 
 
After you open 1NT, partner transfers to spades 
and asks you to pick a slam (6♠ or 6NT) with 
his 18hcp hand. You decided on spades 
because you might need to ruff a club in hand.  
 
West leads the ♣J. How will you get to 12 
tricks? 
 
Analysis 
 
After West’s lead of the ♣J, declarer counted 12 
tricks if the spades were no worse than a 4-1 
break.  
Top Winners: 4♠+1♥+4♦+3♣ = 12 Tricks 
Top Losers  None, but deep ♥K 
 
T1 With that in mind, declarer played low 

from dummy and took the trick with the 
♣K.  

T2 His next move was to lead the ♠3 to 
dummy’s ♠K. When East discarded a club, 
declarer was not able to avoid saying, 
“Really?” 

 
After getting confirmation that trumps were 
indeed 5-0, declarer paused to reconsider the 
situation 
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Solution 
 
The only hope seemed to be that West started 
with 5=1=4=3 shape allowing declarer to cash 
all his high tricks without trump interference by 
the opponents. So, with this in mind: 
 
T3 So, declarer therefore needed to unblock 

the clubs, by leading ♣4 to his ♣A in hand. 
T4 Then crossed back to dummy via ♦3 to the 

♦K  
T5 He now cashed the ♣Q and threw one of 

his hearts from hand.  
T6 Next, he cashed the ♥A 
T7 Then led the ♦J and overtook it with his 

♦Q to re-enter hand. 
T8 Cashed the ♦A throwing a heart from 

dummy 
T9 The moment of truth had arrived. Declarer 

led his last diamond ♦4. When West 
followed with ♦T, it was a beautiful sight, 
and declarer ruffed it with the ♠2 in 
dummy. 

 
Declarer had taken all the first nine tricks and 
West had only four trumps left.  
 
T10 So, when declarer exited dummy via the 

remaining ♥7 to East’s ♥K, West was 
forced to ruff (♠7) the trick! 

T11 West was now end played! And had to 
lead away from his ♠Q98 of trumps with 
the ♠8. which declarer won this with the ♠T 
in hand. 

T12-13. This gave declarer the last two tricks 
by finessing the ♠Q9 with ♠KJ in over the 
top in dummy. 

 
Thus, making his 12 tricks and the 6♠ contract.  
 
The full deal: 
 

 
 
Editors Notes: Lead and Contract choices 
 
Lead choice 
 
An interesting consideration is the choice of 
West’s best lead against the 6♠ by South.  
♣J The suggested lead (♣J) as he wanted to 

surprise declarer with his long strong 
trump holding, he was looking for a safe 
lead, which would not finesse any honour 
holding that partner had. 

♥6 The singleton heart lead would destroy the 
6♠ contract. North would surely have had 
to finesse and West’s ♥K would win. 
Then, East’s long Spades would defeat 
the contract. 

 
Contract choice 
 
Another is the final choice of contract by NS. At 
match points, a 6NT contract scores much 
better than 6♠ for the same 12 tricks.  
 
Not so at teams where 6♠ is usually safer and 
no value in bidding a 6NT contract.  
 
North choose to quickly push south into a slam 
choice. A slower constructive approach 
(Keycard after the transfer) would have 
suggested double stoppers in all suits, and the 
Spades likely to provide 5 tricks. A good 6NT 
match point bidding option. 
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A Time for Counting 
 

 
Bidding: 
A sound auction to a good 6♠ contract.  West 
leads the ♥K. What is your line of play to make 
this contract? 
 
Analysis: 
Winners: 5♠+1♥+1♦+3♣ + ♥ ruff = 11 tricks 
Losers:  None, but possibly 2 Diamonds 
Strategies for the 12 tricks 

• Declarer has 10 top tricks, with an 11th to 
come from ruffing dummy’s second heart.  

• West was the favourite to have the ♦K for 
his vulnerable overcall.  

• So, it appears that declarer would have to 
rely on making four tricks in the club suit to 
make his 6♠ contract. 

 
Solution 
 
Declarer showed that this was at best a half-
truth if West held the ♦K. 
 
T1 He won the first trick with the ♥A, 
T2 Cashed the ♠K (both EW followed) 
T3 Played a low trump to dummy’s ♠T 

drawing all outstanding trumps. 
T4 Declarer ruffed dummy’s last heart ♥5 in 

hand eliminating hearts from the NS 
hands. Good technique! 

T5 Declarer then cashed the ♣K in hand. All 
followed.  

T6 Played the ♣9 to dummy’s ♣Q, again both 
EW following. 

T7 Declarer’s next move was to lead a low 
club ♣3 from dummy. When East followed 
with the ♣8, declarer just covered with the 
♣T. 

 
When that held, declarer claimed his contract, 
making five trumps, a heart, a heart ruff, the ♦A 
and four clubs.  
 
“That was a rather lucky guess in clubs,” said 
East. “Not at all,” replied declarer. “If the ♣10 
had lost to the jack, West would have had only 
red cards left and would have had to lead away 
from the ♦K or concede a ruff-and-discard by 
exiting with a heart. 
 
“Also, if West had started with four clubs to the 
jack, I would have found East discarding at trick 
7, and would have won the third round of clubs 
with the ♣A, and then I would have end played 
West with my ♣T.”  The declarer concluded his 
remarks with, “So, as long as West started with 
the king of diamonds, my plan guaranteed the 
contract.” 
 
The full deal: 

 
 

 

Eddie Kantar 

Member of the 
Bridge Hall of Fame 
National and World 

Champion 
Teacher, Writer 
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How would you play 5♦/South? 
 

 

Contract 5♦/South after no 
opponent bidding. 
 
Opening Lead:  
West leads ♠2 lead 
East wins ♠K,  
East cashes ♠A 
East leads a third small ♠ 
 
You ruff high with ♦7 in Hand 

How do you now play 
this hand? 

 
Preliminary Analysis 
Top winners: 6x♦ + 1♥+ 2♣ = 9. (2 tricks short). 
But extras can come from either the Heart or 
Club suits. 
Top losers: 2x♠ (already cashed) 
Strategies for the 11 trick contract: 
There are four of possible lines of play to make 
the 5♦ contract. 
1. Run ♥Q finessing hopefully West’s ♥K. 

then cashing ♥A and ruffing a heart. 

Hoping wests hearts are exactly ♥Kx or 

♥Kxx. As you need 3 heart tricks to pitch 2 

♣ losers. 

2. Better odds are to Play ♥Q to ♥A, then run 

♥J finessing hopefully East’s ♥K. If he does 

not cover, the finesse can be repeated. 

3. Finesse hopefully East’s ♣Q, then hope 

clubs are breaking 33 for the contract. 

4. Cash ♣AK, If the ♣Q comes down you are 

OK making 4 club tricks. 

 
Solution: 
 
Your best shot is to combine options and try 
line 4 first, to see if the ♣Q drops, then if it does 
not, take your best guess on who has the ♥K. 
Better percentage chance, is the ♥Q to ♥A and 
finesse East. 
 
This combination of chances, cashing the top 
Clubs before the Heart guess is the most likely 
to succeed.  On the actual deal, the ♣Q drops 
and you do not have to find the heart, 
6♦+4♣+1♥=11 
 
The full Deal: 

 
 

 

Challenge hand 1 
 

 
North the dealer NS are silent, what is your bidding to the 
best contract? 

 
 
Suggested Solution 
The bidding problem lies around how you 
manage a game forcing hand with10 cards in 
the minors (2 suits) opposite a strong NT 
opening. 
 
If the suits are 6♣/4♦ and you are using 4-way 
transfers, you can transfer to the long ♣ and 
then bid a forcing 3♦ showing a GF 6/4. 
 
But with 5♣/5♦ or 4♣/6♦, you need some 
system bidding tools or you are just guessing 
what is likely to be the best contract. 
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The 3♥, agrees a club preference. The 4H is 
a cue (denying A of C/D), the 4S is a Cue 
(partner mist have at least 1 of the minor 
aces). Thence via Keycard to 6C 
 

The above auction, the 3♦ bid shows usually 
a 55 or 46 shaped minors, game forcing 
(maybe slamish) for the NT hand to decide 
what to do. 
 
Our agreement is for East here, to give some 
indication of where we are going. As the 
major bids (even if 5 card) are not useful, we 
use them to show preference. 
So, over 1NT – 3♦ (GF Minors) 

• 3♥ shows ♣ preference, then cue 

• 3♠ shows ♦ preference, then cue 

• 3NT Suggests adequate major 

stoppers for NT contract 

• 4♣ Directly is Keycard (♣) 

• 4♦ Directly is Keycard (♦) 

 
An alternative method, suggested by Ian, 
(Kaplan method) where 1NT – 3♦ is GF 5/4 
 

 
 
On the hand 6♣ can be easily made 
 
The full hand 

 
 
Editor Note: 
If your auction stopped at the 3NT, South 
would lead the ♠K. This quickly results in the 
contact being set as soon as you touched the 
diamond suit 
 

Play of the hand in 6♣ by East 
 
Best lead by South? 
Standout is the ♠K 
 
Planning in 6♣/East on ♠K lead 
Winners: 4x♣+5x♦+2x♥+1♠=12 
Losers:  ♦A and ♠Q 
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Plan: Need to quickly dispose of the ♠ loser in 
the west hand, on the ♥K, draw trumps 
(hopefully 3=2) and then force out the 
diamond tricks. 
 
T1 Win ♠K lead in hand with ♠A 
T2 Unblock hearts, ♥2 to ♥A 
T3 Return to hand ♣7 to ♣A, both 

opponents follow 
T4 Cash ♥K, disposing of the losing ♠J in 

dummy 
T5 Cash ♣K, everybody follows 
T6 Cash ♣Q and drawing the last rump 
T7 Forcing out the ♦A, then claim as you 

still have the ♣8 in dummy to control a 
major card exit, or as a reentry to 
dummy if the ♦A is ducked twice. 

 
Bidding challenge 2 
 

 
North opens 1♥, and south competes to at 
least 5♥. How do you bid these cards? 

 
Solutions 
 
Most open players have two suited overcalls 
in their armoury. Here 2 alternatives are 
suggested 

• Michaels Cue Bids 

• Ghestem 2 suited overcalls 
 
Results: 

 
 

The computer predicted results 

 
 
The full deal 

 
 
Using Michaels cue bids, the 2♥ cue shows 
a 55 Spades + minor. This allows EW to push 
the NS pair up to the five level. 
 

 
 
An alternate 2 suiter approach is Ghestem, 
which clearly shows everybody the exact 2 
suits involved.  Below, the 3♣ bid is a Ghestem 
takeout showing 55 ♠/♦ hand. This allows EW 
to sacrifice in 5♠x as West knows about the 
double fits between the EW hands (55 and 
54), and can envisage little defence to the 5♥ 
contract, and the likelihood of a good save. 
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Play of the hand in 5♥ by North 
Best Lead by East? 
The ♦K or ♠Q are equally likely leads. I prefer 
the ♦K as forcing a likely defensive trick 
 
Planning in 5♥/N on ♦K lead 
Winners: 1♠+6♥+3/4 ♣ = 10/11 tricks 
Losers: two Quick ♦ tricks 
11th trick from ♣K finesse 
  
Play straightforward 

 

Play of the hand in 5♠x/West 
Best lead by North? 
♥A to have a look at dummy. You are unlikely 
to get more than I trick 
 
Planning in 5♠x by West on ♥A lead 
Winners: 4x♠+5x♦+ maybe ♣K 
Losers: 1♥ + 1♣ and maybe second ♣ 
It looks a good save, with 5♥ contract losing 
no ♥ or ♠, and maybe just 2♦. The location of 
the ♣A is key. 
 
T1 ♥A is led, all follow.  Partner playing the 

♥2 as a suit preference signal for a club 
switch 

T2 North leads a small club (♣5) suggesting 
a club honour.  Declarer tries the ♣K, 
only hope to make the contract. But the 
♣K loses to souths ♣A. 

T3 South returns the ♣2 (count card), which 
North wins with ♣T. 

T4 North now tries a diamond, in case south 
has the ♦A.  But declarer wins the ♦A in 
hand. 

T5 Declarer leads a small spade (♠2) to 
wards table ♠Q and North ducks ♠9, just 
in case south has ♠K.  No luck! 

T6 Declarer now claims, giving up the ♠A 
 
He has made his just 9 tricks and is -300, but 
this is a good match point score as NS would 
have made the 5♥ contract for -450. This 
results in an EW=74% match point score on 
the hand, whilst NS=26%. 

 
 

A message from the ABF President 

 
 
The ABF Management Committee is 
currently holding monthly meeting to 
reconfigure and readjust our response in real 
time as Covid-19 restrictions are tightened in 
some States and eased in others.  Our 
thoughts are with our Victorian members and 
their families who have recently gone back 
into lockdown. 
 
The ABF Management Committee thanks the 
retiring Accountant Sue Nixon for her nine 
years of service, especially for being diligent 
with the record keeping and the balancing of 
the books. 
 
A number of clubs returned to face-to-face 
bridge in June. The Management Committee 
discussed the continuation of ABF and club 
on-line bridge in the future. A meeting will be 
held with the National Event Coordinators, 
the Head of Marketing, and the Secretariat, 
to discuss the logistics of overseeing on-line 
games. Clubs, States and Territories are 
advised that from August 1st, it is expected 
that masterpoints will be issued for all on-line 
sessions regardless of whether these 
sessions are free of charge to the players. 

https://www.abf.com.au/a-message-from-the-president/
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The Management Committee accepted the 
recommendation from the Tournament 
Committee to cancel the Playoffs scheduled 
for November, December 2020, and January 
2021. The current 2020 teams will represent 
Australia in 2021. If no WBF Championships 
are held in 2021 the rights of the current 
Australian Teams will terminate and not be 
carried forward to 2022. If this is the case, 
the ABF will look at ways of recognising the 
current Australian Teams by sending them to 
compete in an appropriate event. 
 
The Management Committee also agreed in 
principle to the current PQP cycle ending with 
the Canberra in Bloom Bridge Festival in 
October 2021, but decided to delay a 
decision on awarding PQPs to events where 
travel is restricted until we have a clearer 
picture of what scheduled PQP events are 
able to run. The resumption of national 
events remains uncertain and we will 
continue to monitor the situation closely 
before making a decision about the Summer 
Festival of Bridge in January. 
 
To all of the Australian Bridge Community, 
take care, stay resilient and keep safe. 
 
Allison Stralow 
ABF President 
12 July, 2020 
 

 
 

 

 

ABF guidance 
on returning to 
bridge in clubs 

 
The last Newsletter referenced a page that was 
updated and moved.  The NSWBA also links 
readers to these pages. 
https://www.abf.com.au/abf-guidance-on-
returning-to-bridge-in-clubs/ 

We, the North Shore Bridge Club, 
remain unable to advise when we will 
be able to return to face to face Bridge, 
we will continue to keep North Shore 
Bridge Club Members updated as we 
progress. The most important thing is 
that all North Shore Bridge Club 
members and staff remain safe and 
heathy. 

Kind regards  

Mike 0435 528 872  

At our venues: 
 

East Lindfield Bowling Club 
 
The Lindfield Rollers club has reopened for 
its bowlers, with Covid separation limits of 20 
players per green max allowed. 

 
 
No NSBC bridge has been scheduled 

 
 

At Club Willoughby RSL Club, they have 
extended their bar trading hours a little on 
Thursdays, Friday, and Saturdays 
 
No NSBC bridge has been scheduled 
 

https://www.abf.com.au/abf-guidance-on-returning-to-bridge-in-clubs/
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