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   NSBC Newsletter 

2020 September Vol 3 Issue 9  Editors: Kevin Davies & Ian Maclaren

NSBC - BBO Tournament Schedules 
 

 
Latest schedule can be viewed on this link: 

https://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/node/1231 
 

2020 AGM Election Results 

 
 
2020 NSBC Committee  
The only contested committee position was 
that of Vice President, and David Hudson 
was voted in electronically by the members. 
That left a vacancy for a committee member, 

and as Maryann Russett was the sole 
candidate she was automatically appointed.  
 
President David Fryda  

 

The role of president 
was not contested, so 
on behalf of all NSBC 
members we would like 
to wish David well, and 
thank him for taking on 
this task during these 
trying times. 

 
Vice President David Hudson  

 

This was a contested 
position with John Mottram. 
David, who was previously 
a committee member, was 
elected by the members by 
electronic voting. 

 
Hon Treasurer Les Grewcock  

 

Les continues as our 
treasurer. He has been in 
this position for several 
years. 
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Hon Secretary David Hagley  

 

David continues in the 
position of secretary which 
he has held for the past two 
years. 

 
Committee 1 Maryann Russett 

 

Maryann is a new member 
to join the NSBC committee 
and we would like to 
welcome her and wish her 
all the best as our new 
committee member. 

 
Committee 2 Elana Kohn  

 

Elana has been on the 
committee for several years 
and will continue in her 
position. 

 
Committee 3 Graham Murray  

 

Graham has been vice 
president of NSBC for 
several years, he will 
continue to give his 
support to the NSBC as a 
committee member. 

 
AGM Discussion Topics 
 
A. Changes to the Club’s Constitution were 

voted for and accepted. These are to 
permit future meetings to be held at two or 
more venues using technology and to also 
allow electronic ballots. 

B. The club’s finances have not significantly 
declined, with the support of Members’ 
(donations) and Governments’ (Job 
Keeper). 

C. We are unlikely to be able to restart face 
to face bridge in the immediate future. The 
risks for the club, staff & members with 
COVID are too great. A couple of private 
clubs have restarted, but attendance is 

extremely low. For now, we will continue 
to play bridge on the BBO platform. 

D. Our hard-working manager Mike has been 
providing numerous BBO sessions. These 
are currently satisfying player demand and 
will continue as free sessions 

E. Accommodation @ EL: It was confirmed 
that East Lindfield will remain a key club 
venue. 

F. Accommodation @ CW: The site will 
undergo major building works & restricted 
parking over the next 4-6 years. The 
existing building is in poor condition. 

G. Possibility at Help St: A likely new venue 
is being investigated at Chatswood, near 
the railway station & bus hub. This is likely 
to be on a lease (5+5), allowing possible 
relocation back to a completed Club 
Willoughby function rooms if desired.  

H. Parking is an issue, with limited available 
at the proposed site (likely reserved for 
disabled), but only short walks from 
existing parking stations (many offering 
3Hrs free and options for 4Hrs).   

I. Consultants are being engaged in support 
of change-of-use and occupancy 
requirements for this office building site. 

J. David Fryda highlighted and thanked 
John Mottram (retiring NSBC President) 
for his contribution and commitment to the 
club.  

K. He also thanked all club staff for adapting 
and helping with the changed COVID-19 
environment and spoke in glowing terms 
about club’s Manager Mike Prescott’s 
performance. 
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NSBC New 
2020 President 
 
David Fryda 

Dear Members, 
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to 
play this important role in our club’s 
administration.  I recognise that I was elected 
unopposed to this position.  However, please 
rest assured that I know I am accountable to 
all of you for carrying out my responsibilities 
with the highest integrity.  At any time during 
my tenure I would encourage all of you to hold 
me to task if you feel I am not steering the 
club in what you believe is the right direction. 
 
This year has been an extremely challenging 
one for all of us and for any of you who may 
have been directly affected by the coronavirus 
my thoughts are with you.  Personally, I have 
so far been fortunate not to be impacted 
above and beyond any other member of the 
general public.  As a passionate bridge player, 
I have, of course, been impacted.  I miss the 
experience of playing at our club, other clubs, 
congresses and tournaments and I am eager 
in anticipation of returning to play “in person”.  
However, I am also, like many, anxious not to 
put my health or the health of others at risk by 
participating in an activity where social 
distancing is exceedingly difficult. 
At our AGM on the weekend, those of us who 
assembled in person for the event naturally 
found ourselves mingling.  The appointed 
COVID marshal correctly advised us that this 
was not to be done, but in the process, I was 
quickly reminded of how a bridge club 
environment does not lend itself to the safe 
practices we are all being urged to uphold. 
Hence, when questions were being asked 
about when we would be returning to face-to-
face bridge it further reinforced to me that one 
of the priorities for the incoming committee is 
to prepare our club for the “new normal” of 
bridge in the post-pandemic world.  We will 
need to consider the safety or our staff, 
members, and visitors very carefully.  We will 
also need to ensure that we are able to 
provide access to bridge games for all our 

members who wish to participate.  As the 
country’s largest bridge club by membership, 
the scale of the challenge is different to those 
small clubs with ample space to accommodate 
the demand of their members wishing to play.  
We certainly do want to avoid disappointing 
our members by having to post “HOUSE 
FULL” signs. 
 
Your incoming committee’s other top priority is 
of course premises.  As was explained at the 
AGM, the Willoughby Club redevelopment 
which we expect will take place over an 
extended (up to five year) timeframe, means 
that we need to find new premises.  Playing 
bridge in a construction site is just not viable.  
We have been exploring countless 
alternatives.  We are currently working on a 
submission to Willoughby Council to occupy 
part of an office building in Help Street in 
Chatswood.  Gaining approval is a complex 
and time-consuming process and we have 
engaged a Planning Consultant to assist.  
Unfortunately, the outcome is by no means a 
foregone conclusion.  Please be assured that 
your Committee understands the things that 
are important to you, our members.  
Unfortunately, the reality is there will likely be 
some aspects of wherever we select that will 
not be popular with some members.   
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to 
thank you all for your generous donations over 
recent months.  For a range of reasons, we 
elected to provide all members with access to 
online bridge without implementing a pay-to-
play model.  Our wonderful staff have 
embraced learning how to run bridge games 
and lessons online.  Job Keeper has helped 
us to support and retain our staff.  However, 
we still have ongoing costs of operating 
without any income.  Your support through 
donations helps us to address this and I urge 
you all to continue to donate regularly until we 
can again re-open our doors. 
 
Once again, thank you for allowing me this 
opportunity.  I am a member of a committee 
with people who really care about the future of 
your club and I am looking forward to working 
with them and supporting you. 
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Mike Prescott 

NSBC 
Manager’s 
Message 

 
0435 528 872 

 
mikeprescott7 
@hotmail.com 

 

Changes to NSBC BBO tournaments starting 
Thursday 6th August  

1. Monday and Wednesday morning 
10.00am Restricted session will now 
become a combined “Rookie and 
Restricted” - the same as Thursday, 
Friday, and Saturday. We are trying to get 
more players joining in these sessions. If 
we fail to build them up, we will cancel the 
Monday and Wednesday morning 
sessions, so please join in, and support 
these time slots.  

2. As a trial the morning open sessions will 
be run as un-clocked, with the time set at 
a faster 18 minutes (6 min/Board). This 
way you will get to complete your boards. 
This is a trial to see how it goes.  

3. Registrations will now be available for all 
sessions, two hours before the session 
start times. (Open Morning 10.00am 
registration from 8.00am; the 1.30pm 
session registration from 11.30am)  

 

Donations  

We (NSBC) decided to continue to run “Free 
BBO Sessions” for members, with financial 
support being obtained by asking for 
donations to keep the club running.  

The alternative that has not been used, was 
to use the ABF user pays virtual club system. 
Here BBO charges are paid on entry (fees are 
in $BBO dollars (equivalent to 1 $US), which 
you must pre-buy prior to any session you 
play in), but with a percentage of these entry 
fees being returned to club coffers via the ABF 
arrangement. 

Links for Donations  

Please continue to donate to the club as we 
have many costs to keep things running. Pre-
Paid players can email to the club, with ABF 
number and how much you wish to donate. Or 
click link below to donate.  

https://www.northshore.bridge-
club.org/payments-with-cart  

Kind regards  

Mike and the NSBC team 0435 528 872  

 

 
Challenge Hand 1 
 

 

Match points 
EW Vul, Dealer South 
 
West will overcall a 
vulnerable 2♥ 
 
Can you bid these hands to 
the best match point 
contract? 

 
Challenge Hand 2 
 

 

Teams match vs 
Newcastle 
 
EW Vulnerable 
If South opens at 1 level, 
West will bid 1NT (15-18 
balanced) with a stopper 
 
Suggest your bidding to 
your best spot. 

 

https://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/payments-with-cart
https://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/payments-with-cart
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NSW State Veterans Pairs on BBO - 
results 
The first BBO based NSW state tournament 
was run in July over 3 sessions. The winners 
and best placed NSBC members were: 

 
 
 

 
PRESS RELEASE 31st July 2020 Funbridge 
and BBO wish to emphasise their policy 
regarding zero tolerance of bad behaviour 
and cheating by participants playing bridge 
online at their sites. Both organisations strive 
daily to prevent and detect cheating.  
 
Considerable human and IT resources have 
been deployed to this end. Both organisations 
are also working with the World Bridge 
Federation and all National Bridge 
Organisations to stamp out any form of 
cheating, any behaviour contrary to normal, 
accepted standards or anything that may 
affect the running of the game. Conditions and 
Regulations are published on both sites and 
all participants are encouraged to read them 
and commit to abiding by them.  
 
Breaches of acceptable behaviour or cheating 
will be dealt with by the online provider initially 
and, particularly in the case of cheating, 
referred for further action as deemed 
appropriate. “We like this game too much to 
let a few alter its nature by cheating. We are 
intransigent on the issue.” Olivier Comte - 52 
Entertainment President. 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

2020 Sydney Spring Nationals Cancelled 
 
Considering the present situation of 
community transmission of the COVID-19 
virus the 2020 Spring Nationals are cancelled. 

 

2021 Gold Coast Congress Cancelled 

• International travel without isolation will not 
happen till late 2021 if not 2022 

• The age group of participants is 
predominantly over 70 

• The GCCEC only allowing 60% of 
participants in the room space even after 
special dispensation from the Government 
to allow more participants than other 
venues. This would mean having the same 
room but with fewer people 

• A survey to current participants had over 
10% saying that they would not attend 
regardless, 3.7% would not attend until a 
vaccine is available and 2.8 sitting on the 
fence and just waiting. 

• Covid-19 has not gone away yet 

• Domestic travel may not be available to its 
pre-pandemic extent 

• Our sponsors may no longer be able to 
commit. 
 

The GCCEC has been notified that the QBA 
WOULD NOT be hosting the 2021 Gold Coast 
Congress. 

 
 

https://www.abf.com.au/2020-sydney-spring-nationals-cancelled/
https://www.abf.com.au/2021-gold-coast-congress-cancelled/
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2020 Club Champion Progress 

 
Link to Full CC Results to date 

 
We have now completed only 5 CC 
qualifying events by end July the leaders table 
is: 
 
The qualifying events for the Club Champion 
have been updated to allow the 2020 process 
to progress.  A few more changes will likely be 
made if the lock down continues with more 
events being cancelled. 
 
 
The McCutcheon’s (midway) 
 
The June Masterpoint Centre report listed 
players who are initially leading (after 6 
months) in the 2020 McCutcheon award 
grades. Members appearing are listed below. 
 

NSBC BBO Swiss Pairs 

 
 

 
Winners: Thomas & Prue 

 
John 

 
Helen 

 

 
Mischa 

 
Alicia 

 

http://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/node/1147
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NSBC BBO Pairs (Imp scoring) 

 
 

 
Winners: Thomas & Prue 

 

 
David & Alexis 

 

 
John 

 
Helen 

  

July BBO Monthly winners 

 

 
Winner: Alicia 

 
2nd: John 

 

 
Winner: Felix 

 
Winner: Tien 

Note: Restricted Monthly award is for pairs <300 MP 
i.e. max Rank= *National Master 

 

 
Winner Sue 

 
2nd Yeung 

Note: Rookie Monthly award is for players <100 MP i.e. 
Max Rank = Regional Master
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July Masterpoint Promotions  
Due to lock down and limited masterpoint files 
processed by the ABF Masterpoint Centre by 
the end of July, there have been limited 
promotions in Masterpoint ranks. This has 
improved with NSBC issuing masterpoint 
awards for all BBO sessions. 
 

From East Lindfield: 

 
 

And from Club Willoughby: 

 
 

Club Sponsors 
 

  

 

 
 

BBO Open Session Results 
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BBO Open Session Results 

 
 

 
 

 
 

BBO August Open Monthly BBO leaders 
 

 
 
BBO Combined Rookie/Restricted Results 
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BBO August Combined Monthly BBO 
leaders 
 

 
 
Note: Combined (Restricted & Rookie) Monthly award 
is for players with <300 Masterpoints i.e. MP Rank 

below “**National Rank” 

 
BBO Rookie Only Session Results 

 
 

 
 

BBO August Rookie Monthly BBO leaders 
 
 

 
 
Note: Rookie Monthly award is for players with <100 

Masterpoints i.e. MP Rank below “*Regional Rank” 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Visit the NSBC 
club Website 
 
Leo Goorevich 
NSBC Web Master 

 
Have you visited our club website? Come and 
explore!   
http://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/ 
 

 
 

 

http://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/
http://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/
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Trump Techniques 

 By Pat O’Connor  

 
West leads the ♣A then the ♣K and switches to 
the ♦3 at trick three to reduce your ruffing 
power.  You play the ♦5 from dummy, East 
plays the ♦2 and you win in hand with the ♦6.  
 
What next? 
 
Analysis 
 
Counting losers, you have already lost two in 
clubs and you have four in hearts.  You may be 
able to set up the heart suit by ruffing some 
heart losers in dummy, but you would need a 
friendly heart distribution. 
 
The only outstanding trump still held by the 
opponents is the lowly four.  Should you draw it 
and start ruffing hearts in dummy? 
 
Is there some other way to play the hand? 

 

The Full Deal 

 

 
 
This is the time for a special type of play – a 
crossruff. 
 
South is short of spades and North is short of 
hearts.  The aim of a crossruff is to take your 
trumps separately.  This is how it works: 
 
As a general principle, in a crossruff it is 
important to cash your side winners first 
because if you leave them until later, they may 
be ruffed.  So, cash the ♠A and the ♥A. The 
lead will be in your hand.  Lead a heart and ruff 
it in dummy.  The lead is now in dummy, so 
lead a spade and trump it in your hand.  Ruff 
another heart in dummy and another spade in 
hand, continuing this way until you have made 
all the tricks!  You managed to ruff four hearts 
in dummy and four spades in hand.  Add the ♠A 
and the ♥A and the diamond you won at trick 3 
and that comes to eleven tricks. 
 
We have ignored the outstanding trump – the 
♦4.  East can play it at any time, but it will not 
beat your trumps, which are all higher than the 
four.  Note that it would be a mistake to draw 
the ♦4 before embarking on the crossruff 
because you would then only be able to ruff 
three times in each hand and would end up one 
trick short. 
 
Key Point 
 
When you have trump length in both your 
hand and dummy, and shortness in two side 
suits, consider a crossruff. 
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Timing of the play 
to maximise your 
chances 
 
Adapted from an Eddie 
Kantar article from the 
ACBL Bridge feed 
website. 

Timing the play 

 
Bidding 
You (South) open a game-force 2♣, and rebid 
2NT (showing 22 to 24 HCP) after partner’s 2♦ 
‘waiting bid’ response. Partner then checks 
major holdings by a stayman bid 3♣, but 
discovers you have no 4 major (my 3♦ bid). 
Partner then just boosts you to 6NT knowing of 
at least 34-36 HCP between the two hands. 
The opening lead is the ♠T. Plan the play.  
 
Preliminary analysis: 
Winners = 3x♠+2x♥+4x♦+2x♣=11 
Losers: = No top losers 
You have 11 top tricks with two clear chances 
for a 12th trick & your contract:  

• If the Hearts break 3-3 (a 36% chance)  

• Finesse ♣Q hopefully with East (a 50% 
chance) 

 
Solution: 
You should try setting up an extra trick in the 
longer suit (hearts) first, is best because if the 
suit does not break 3-3, you are still alive, and 
can then take the club finesse. You combine 
both chances as the best solution. 
 
The combined plan, therefore, is to first duck a 
heart and then test hearts by cashing ♥AK.  

 
T1 West leads ♠T which you win in hand with 

the ♠Q, both EW follow. 
T2 Declarer now leads the ♥2 to the ♥4, 

which east likely wins 
T3 Declarer wins whatever suit that East exits 
T45 Declarer then cashes the ♥A, and then the 

♥K in dummy. He is rewarded with the 
hearts being 33 and claims as you have 
the high 13th heart and 12 tricks and will 
not need the club finesse.  

 
If hearts do not break 33, you are still alive and 
then you must take the club finesse for 
contract. Your chances for the combined 
strategy success have improved to about 68%.   

For the technically minded: 
 
Success = 3-3 Break% + (50% x Non break%) 
Success = 36% + (50% x 64%) = 68% 

 
The technique of ducking a heart and then 
playing the ♥AK is far superior to playing the 
♥AK and then a heart to see if they divide 3-3 
for two reasons:  
a. You retain control of the suit if they break 

poorly 4-2 so you can still take the club 
finesse. 

b. If hearts are 4-2, the opponents can take 
two heart tricks in which case you never 
do get a chance to take a club finesse 
(after cashing the club ace beforehand in 
case of a singleton queen). 

The full deal: 

 
 
Here it is vital to duck a heart trick. On this 
hand your club position is safe from an 
immediate attack, so you have time to test the 
hearts while keeping control of the suit.  



NSBC September Newsletter For our Newer players      
 

Page 13 of 22 

New Player Team 

 
Kay 

 
Liz 

 
Kim 

 
Sue 

 
Jenny 

 
Sandra 

 
Alan 

 
June 

There is a lot on offer to help our newer players 
to keep improving their game. 
 
For our supervised players we are now 
offering a day-time game and an evening 
game. Supervisors are available to answer 
questions on bidding and play. Later in the 
week the supervised players receive some 
written feedback on a topic that came up 
frequently in the games that week, for example 
NT rebids. 
 
BBO Supervised Session Results 

 
 
For our rookie players we now have games 
available Monday through Saturday during the 
day, and an evening game on a Tuesday. 
 
We also have a half-hour pregame talk on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and full lessons 
Wednesday through Friday. 
 
Times of all the games can be found on our 
website at: 
https://www.northshore.bridge-
club.org/node/1231 
 
.

Responding to pre-empts - to make life even more 
difficult for the opponents 
The principle is the same whether responding 
to an overcall, a Weak Two opener, a Weak 
Three opener or a Weak Jump Overcall. 
Holding a weak hand with support, work out 
how many cards are held by the partnership 
and bid for that number of tricks. It is termed 
bidding to the level of the fit and it is a winning 
competitive bidding strategy — because of the 
Law of Total Tricks (more in another edition). 
A word about Weak Jump Overcalls. Say an 
opponent opens 1 ♣. If you jump to 2♥, you are 
showing a hand which would have opened (a 
Weak) 2♥; if you jump to 3♥, you are showing a 
hand which would have opened 3♥. Simple and 
highly effective. 
Back to responding to the level of the fit. Say 
partner opens (or indeed makes a Weak Jump 
overcall of) 3♦, showing a 7-card suit. How 
should you respond with these hands? 
 

 

 
 

With this hand, bid 5♦. There 
is an 11-card diamond fit, so 
bid for 11 tricks. You would 
do this non-vulnerable or 
vulnerable. But if your shape 
were duller (flat), making two 
of your clubs into hearts, you 
would be wise to settle for 4♦ 
if vulnerable. 

 

 

With this hand, raise to 4♦, 
the (ten-card) level of the fit. 
Your opponents will now 
have to guess what to do at 
an uncomfortably high level. 

 
 

 
 
 

With this hand, you need to 
use your nous, because of 
the defensive nature of your 
hand together with the flat 
shape. If you bid 4♦, the 
level of the fit, and the 
opponents may double you, 
and you could lose a lot of 
tricks and there is no 
guarantee the opponents are 
making a game. The wise 
action here is to take no 
action and just Pass.  

Always remember that the level of the fit is a 
guide, not a gospel.

https://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/node/1231
https://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/node/1231
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Anita 

 
Jessica 

In 2020, our development teachers are Anita 
Curtis and Jessica Brake. 

 
Build on the Basics is for people who are 
returning to bridge after a long break or who 
have completed Beginners and have played for 
3-6 months. The normal Build on the Basics 
lessons are now split into 2: Wednesdays & 
Thursdays at 10am for approximately 1 hour 
each session on Zoom/BBO. 
.  

 
  
Develop Your Skills (DYS) with Anita is for 
players who have completed the “Build on the 
Basics” course or who have been playing for 
approximately one year. These lessons extend 
knowledge in bidding and play and prepare 
players to move to the Rookie level.  They are 
held via Zoom/BBO sessions on Thursday 
afternoons at 2pm. 

 

 

 
  

Broaden Your Game/Intermediate with Anita is 
a set of lessons for intermediate players with 
typically 3 years of Bridge experience.  It follows 
on from Develop Your Skills. 

The lessons are held over Zoom video on Friday 
mornings at 10am. 
 

 
 

A new monthly session on Friday afternoons for 
gentle hand analysis fans. 
 

 
 



NSBC September Newsletter Our Game of Bridge      
 

Page 15 of 22 

 

 

 

Tips on Fourth 
Seat Openings 

 
After Pass-Pass-Pass, there are some items 
to consider such as: 
 
Fourth-seat weak two-bids 
 
The normal range for a weak two-bid is about 
6-10 HCP. But, after three passes, surely you 
would not open the bidding with 6 points (nor 
7, 8, or 9). Really, the range for a 4th-seat 
weak two should be about 10-14.  
 
After three passes, I would be happy to open 

2♠ with: ♠KQT965 ♥K3 ♦98 ♣KJ5. This 

combines pre-emption with description. Of 
course, you cannot open this hand 2♠ in any 
other seat, because it is too strong.  
 
Three-level pre-empts in fourth seat also 
show close to opening-bid values and 7 card 
suits. 
 
Rule of 15 
 
The “book” rule on whether to open with a 
one-level bid in 4th seat says to add your 
HCP to your number of spades. If the total is 
15, open the bidding. If less than 15, pass it 
out.  
 
The theory is that it will be a part score battle, 
and if your side does not have enough of the 
high-ranking spade suit, you could easily lose 
the battle.  
So, you would pass out this hand: 

♠4 ♥KJ54 ♦KJ87 ♣K987 (11 HCP+1♠ =12) 

but open this hand:  

♠KQT92 ♥AJ4 ♦876 ♣53 (10 HCP+5♠s =15).  

 

Drury 
When you open in 4th seat, you are often on 
the light side. If you open 1♠ with 

♠KQT92 ♥AJ4 ♦876 ♣53, you do not want 

partner to get too excited. Say that he has a 
good hand with game interest  

♠AJ5 ♥76 ♦J42 ♣AJ872. 

You would not want to get too high opposite 
that hand (8 tricks are the limit). The 
responder is too strong for 2♠, but rather than 
bid 3♠ or a 3♥ Bergen, he can bid an artificial 
2♣ bid (Drury) to say he has a limit raise (it is 
just a coincidence that this example contains 
a club suit.  The Drury 2♣ bid says nothing 
about clubs. Playing modern Drury, the 
opener would then rebid 2♠ to say he is not 
interested in game and the partnership stops 
safely on the two level. (Technically, this is 
called “Reverse Drury”, but it is the way 
“everyone” plays it today.) Drury is also often 
used after 3rd-seat openings (also potentially 
light). 
 
CRIFS 
Now, forget the Rule of 15 for deciding 
whether to open or pass out the deal in fourth 
seat. I prefer CRIFS- “Cohen’s Rule in Fourth 
Seat.” Any time it is borderline (like 10, 11, 12 
HCP), evaluate your opponents! Yes, I am 
serious.  
If you are playing against Jeff Meckstroth and 
Eric Rodwell (or the best pair at your local 
duplicate game), then pass it out. You will 
likely get a middle Matchpoint score/result. 
Who needs to open and then do battle with 
an expert pair who will fight hard for the part 
score and play or defend well?  
 
Conversely, if you look up at your opponents 
and see Schlemiel and Schlimazel (the worst 
pair), then open the bidding. You can push 
them around in the auction and will get an 
extra trick or two in the play/defence. You 
rate to go plus—so do not pass the board 
out. 
 
Please do not tell your opponent’s why you 
opened that 10-count in fourth seat (I do not 
want them to know what we think of their 
game).
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The difference 
between play in 
Matchpoints & IMPS  
 
Adapted from an Eddie 
Kantar article from the ACBL 
Bridge feed site. 

 
There are many hands where more than one 
line of play exists to try and make your 
contract. If you select the best percentage 
line(s) your chances of making the hand 
increase, but if you do not, you will often 
struggle. 
But why make the worst of it? The idea is to 
take the line of play, which if it does not work, 
still allows you to take the other line, and 
there may even be a third line! This is called 
‘staying alive’. In other words, avoid putting 
all your eggs in one basket! 

 
You (south) decide to treat your hand as 
worth 15 points (look at those clubs) and 
open 1NT. Partner raises you to 3NT and you 
wind up playing the hand from the wrong 
side. Hopefully, partner will not count your 
points. 
 
T1 West leads the ♥J. You try the ♥Q, but 

no luck East wins the ♥K. 
T2  East returns the ♥8 to dummy’s ♥A 
T3 You lead a ♣2 to the ♣Q and it wins.  
 
Plan the play from here. 
 
You need five clubs’ tricks to make the 
contract and it looks like East has the needed 
king.  

Option-A 
One possibility is to cash three spades 
discarding a diamond and repeat the club 
finesse. If East has Kx or Kxx you score five 
club tricks or 10 tricks in all. 
 
Option-B 
But what if East has four clubs headed by the 
king? In that case you will need two 
additional dummy entries to take two more 
club finesses. The safest way to take five 
club tricks is to overtake the ♠K, take a 
second club finesse, and assuming if West 
shows out, cross to the ♠Q and take a third 
club finesse. You wind up with nine tricks 
(and a grateful partner). Five clubs, two 
spades and two red aces. 
 
This hand is one of many that illustrate the 
difference between IMP and Matchpoint play 
on the hand strategy.  
 
At IMPs you do not worry that much about 
overtricks because your primary concern is 
making your contract with minimum risk. 
Hence option B is preferred at IMPS 
 
At Matchpoints although, you often risk the 
contract for the sake of an overtrick (or two) 
providing the odds favour the risk. In this 
case the odds favour the risk. It is far more 
likely that East has two or three clubs headed 
by the king than four clubs headed by the 
king. At Matchpoints, cash three spades and 
repeat the club finesse just one last time. 
 
The full deal, you would have gone down at 
Matchpoints using play option-A 
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Your Best Chance 

 
 
Bidding 
You (South) open 1NT (15-17 balanced), 
even with your 5-card spade suit as the best 
description of the hand. Partner used the 
Stayman convention and you showed your 4 
spades and you are quickly placed into a 4♠ 
contract. 
West leads the ♥J. Plan the play. 
 
Preliminary Analysis 
Winners: 4-5♠+1♥+5♦=11  Looks Ok 
Losers: ♣A+♥T+ maybe deep ♠ and 2nd 
♣ 
Strategy Easy if trumps are 2-2 or ♥K 
onside. If not keep East off lead. 
Before playing to trick one, declarer paused 
to form a plan. He correctly assessed that the 
main danger to the contract was from East 
ever gaining the lead and switching to clubs. 
If South had a trump loser, he would have to 
best guess the club position to make the 
contract. He could also lose four tricks if 
West had both the ♣A and the ♣Q. 
 
Solution 
The best aim (safety play) was to play to stop 
East from ever gaining the lead. So,  
T1 Declarer played low from dummy ♥4 at 

trick one and allowed West’s lead, the 

♥J to win the first trick. East 
encouraging. 

T2 Then winning the heart continuation ♥7, 
♥Q, ♥K with the ♥A,  

T3 Declarer was about to play the ♠A when 
he thought of an extra small chance: A 
singleton ♠Q with West. With that in 
mind, declarer led a low trump ♠2 at 
trick three and was rewarded when the 
♠Q appeared. Putting his plan into 
action, declarer ducked low ♠3 from 
dummy with East contributing ♠7.  

T4 West knew from the opening bid that 
declarer had to hold both the ♦K and 
♦Q, so West exited with a high diamond 
(do not like) ♦7, which declarer won in 
hand.  

T5-6 Declarer now quickly drew all the 
outstanding trumps with the ♠A and ♠K.  

 
Declarer then claimed 10 tricks for his 
contract: four trumps, a heart and five 
diamonds.  
 
The full deal: 

 
 
You should note, that if you do not find both 
safety plays, your contract will go down! 

• If you quickly cover the ♥J lead, you 
create a possible entry for West (if 
trumps 3-1 break) to cross over to the 
East hand for a club switch 

• If you quickly cash the ♠AK, you create a 
trump entry to the East hand on a (1-3 
break) will hold the high trump and can 
switch clubs. 

Whilst both safety plays are routine in teams 
bridge (IMPS scoring), in match point pairs 
you will often take more aggressive plays as 
over tricks are gold!  
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On this hand in a Pairs competition (match 
points) several Pairs will go down. In a 
teams’ competition (IMPs) no pair should go 
down.   

 

 
Get Out of the Way 

 
Bidding 
Your partner opened the bidding with a 
prepared 1♣, you bid 1♠, and his double of 
the West 2♥ overall was a “Support Double” 
(showing a three-card spade support), so you 
bid the normal game in a 4♠ contract.  
 
West starts with the ♥A lead, then continuing 
with the ♥K.  What is your plan for making 
this 4♠ contract? 
 
Preliminary Analysis 
Winners: 5x♠+5x♦ = 10 Good 
Losers:   1x♥+1x♣+ 2nd ♣ if ♣A is over ♣K 
 
T1 West lead the ♥A, East encouraging, 

and you drop your singleton ♥Q 
T2 West continues with the ♥K, East 

showing even number of hearts, and 
you South ruff with the ♠3 

 
It appeared West was attempting to weaken 
declarer’s long trump holding. Declarer saw 
that if spades were 3-2, he would have an 
easy 10 tricks: five each in spades and 
diamonds. In that case, after ruffing the 
second heart and drawing trumps, declarer 
would cash dummy’s diamonds and try for an 
overtrick by leading a club. 
Alas, this was not to be.  

T3 ♠A seeing that all followed ♠2, ♠4, ♠5 
to the first trump lead 

T4 Declarer played a low trump ♠7, West 
♠8, to dummy’s ♠Q. The bad news 
came when East discarded a heart ♥9. 
The 4-1 trump break was a nuisance 
because he could not draw the rest of 
the trumps without losing control.  

 
Revised Solution 
 
If he did draw trumps, he could do no better 
than cash the three high diamond tricks in 
dummy, and then lead a club towards ♣Kx. 
The West would more than likely with his 
vulnerable overcall, would then take the ♣A 
and cashed three more tricks (hearts and 
possibly ♣Q) for a contract defeat. 
 
With that in mind, declarer abandoned 
trumps for the moment to cash dummy’s top 
two diamonds.  
T5-6 Declarer cashed ♦AK and was 

relieved to see that West had at least 
two diamonds as all followed. 

T7 Declarer now switched back to trumps 
leading ♠6 back to his ♠K  

T8 Drew West’s remaining trump with the 
♠J. But carefully discarded the ♦Q 
from dummy which was blocking 
communications between hands. 

 
Declarer had taken seven tricks already and 
was then able to claim three more high 
diamond tricks in hand to make his contract. 
 
The full deal: 
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Trump Entries 

 
You are south, playing in a team’s match, 
and West opens 1♦, your partner with 21hcp 
and diamond shortage, doubles for takeout.  
You squeak 1♥ (your best Major).  West 
rebids 2♦ and your partner flies into a game 
in 4♥, which gets passed out. 
 
T1 West leads the ♦K (Count request) 

against your 4♥ game. East showed 
odd number of diamonds.  

T2 When it held, West continued with the 
♦Q.  

 
How will you get to 10 tricks? The auction 
was the same at both tables. The opening 
lead and continuation were also the same 
 
Preliminary Analysis 
Winners: 4-5x♥+1♠+3x♣=8  2 short 
Losers:   1♦ (cashed) + 1-2 ♠, maybe ♥Q 
Strategies to make 10 tricks 

• Need to get the Spades going 

• Ruff another ♦ in Dummy 

• Get to hand and make some ♠ finesses. 
One if both the ♠KQ are in West hand, 
else need 2 finesses. 

 
Solution at your Table 
 
T2 You as declarer, ruffed the second 

diamond with dummy’s ♥4  
T3-4 Declarer cashed the top two trumps, 

♥AK but when West discarded a 
diamond, declarer knew he was in 
trouble, and had to rely on West having 
both the ♠K and ♠Q. 

T5-7 Declarer then cashed out the three top 
clubs ♣AKQ, eliminating them from both 
hands. 

T8 Declarer then led the ♠J from dummy 
which West took this with the ♠K  

T9 West again forced dummy by exiting 
with the ♦J. You ruffed this in dummy 
with the ♥8 

T10 You then played dummy’s remaining 
trump ♥9 to East’s ♥Q.  

T11 East now exited the ♣9, which declarer 
ruffed in hand ♥T. West dropping a ♦ 

T12 You are at last in-hand for the critical 
spade finesse. When ♠3 to the ♠J lost to 
East’s ♠Q, declarer was down one 
trick! 

T13 East returned a ♠8 to Dummy ♠A 
 

At score comparison time, your teammates 
claimed they could not defeat the 4♥ contract! 
NS Score (our table) = -100 
EW Score (Other Table) = -620 
 
Your team lost -720, -12 imps on the hand.  

 
The full deal:  

 
 

Solution by the expert declarer at other 
table. 
 
T1 West leads the ♦K (Count request) 

against your 4♥ game. East showed 
odd number of diamonds.  

T2 At the other table, the expert declarer 
realised that he would need extra 
entries to hand if he wanted to take two 
finesses in spades, so he started with a 
high ruff ♥K on the ♦Q continuation. 
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T3 The declarer then led a low trump ♥4 
from the table. After his ♥7 held the trick 
(it is no better for the defence for East to 
rise with the ♥Q),  

T4 Declarer led a low spade ♠2 to the ♠6, 
♠T and East’s ♠Q.  

T5 East exited with his last diamond ♦T, 
which was ruffed low ♥8 in dummy. 

T6 Declarer cashed the ♥A,  
T7-9 Then followed up cashing the three top 

clubs. ♣AKQ 
T10  East was put on lead with a trump ♥9 to 

his high ♥Q and he could do no better 
than exit with the 13th club ♣9. Declarer 
ruffed this in hand and threw the ♠4 
from dummy.  

T11-12 As expected, a spade to the ♠J 
finesse won, and thus declarer made 10 
tricks after cashing the ♠A.  

 

 
 
 

 

Challenge hand 1 Solution 
 

 

Match points 
EW Vul, Dealer South 
 
West will overcall a 
vulnerable 2♥ 
 
Can you bid these hands to 
the best match point 
contract? 

 

 
Brett Manley 

This bidding challenge was 
adapted from a Brent 
Manly article from the 
Bridge feed website. 
 

A Time for 
Counting 

 
The suggested bidding 
 
South opened 1♠ with his exceptionally good 
19-point hand, and then West made a 
vulnerable overcall of 2♥. Partner made a cue 

raise 3♥ (agreeing spades) and suggesting a 
good raise based on high card strength.  
Cue bids of Clubs and Diamonds led to a 
Keycard inquiry. North showed (2+♠Q as he 
held extra 5th spade length, so expected the 
♠Q if out to drop).  
South settled for a final 6♠ contract 
 

 
West started the defence with the ♥K lead 
 
Preliminary Analysis 
 
Top Tricks 5x♠+1♥+1♦+3x♣+♥ ruff=11 
Losers: None, but the ♦K likely in West hand, 
so possibly 2 deep ♦ losers 
Strategies for the 12th trick include:  

• Clubs could break 33 else find the ♣J and 
make 4♣ tricks 

• Or unlikely if East has ♦K, lead up to ♦Q 
 
Declarer could count 10 top tricks, with an 
11th to come from ruffing dummy’s second 
heart. West was the favourite to have the ♦K 
for his vulnerable overcall, so it appeared that 
declarer would have to rely on making four 
tricks in the club suit to make his contract. 
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Solution 
 
You as Declarer showed that this was at best 
a half-truth.  
T1 You win the ♥K lead, dummy ♥3 with 

the ♥A as East follows with the ♥6 
T2 You cash the ♠K (both EW following 

with the ♠6 and the ♠8). Trumps are 
breaking 2-1. 

T3 You played a low trump (♠4) to 
dummy’s ♠T. East contributed the last 
trump ♠9, and West dropped a small ♥.  

T4 You now ruffed dummy’s last heart ♥3 
in hand with the ♠7. This is good play 
technique to void both hands and 
threaten opponents with ruff discard 
situations. 

T5 You then cashed the ♣K in hand, and 
all followed (♣5, ♣2, ♣4) 

T6 Then you played the ♣9 to dummy’s 
♣Q. Again, all following (♣7, ♣Q, ♣6). 

T7 Your next move was a low club ♣3 from 
dummy. When East followed with the 
♣8, declarer covered with the ♣T. 

 
When the ♣T held, declarer claimed his 
contract, making five trumps, a heart, a heart 
ruff, the ♦A and four clubs for 12 tricks. 
 
“That was a rather lucky guess in clubs,” said 
East. “Not at all,” replied declarer. “If the ♣T 
had lost to the ♣J, West would have had only 
red cards left and would have had to lead 
away from the ♦K or concede a ruff-and-
discard by exiting with a heart”. 
 
“Also, if West had started with four clubs to 
the jack, East would have shown out on the 
third round, and I would have won with the 
♣A and then endplayed West with a club to 
his ♣J.” This again would end play the West 
hand, and I get the red card exit from the 
west hand. 
 
Then declarer concluded his remarks with, 
“So, as long as West started with the king of 
diamonds, my plan guaranteed the contract.” 
 

The full deal: 

 
On the hand layout a 6♣ contract can be 
easily made. But this scores poorly in match 
point scoring compared with 6♠ (920 v 980) 
 

 
 
Challenge Hand 2 

 

Teams match vs 
Newcastle 
 
EW Vulnerable 
If South opens at 1 level, 
West will bid 1NT (15-18) 
with stopper 
 
Suggest your bidding to 
your best spot. 

 
The hand comes from a BBO friendly team’s 
match NSBC vs Newcastle. The final contract 
was duplicated at both tables. 
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The best approach for a strong 76 hand is to 
bid your longest suit and reverse (or just bid 
game) in your other suit.  
 
So, South opens 1♦. You only have 12 hcp 
so the bidding will not stop. On this hand 
West will overcall 1NT (15-18) and a stopper. 
 
Your partner (North) has a choice of bidding 
2♣ (he has 2 diamonds tolerance, with his 
good 10 hcp) or doubling the 1NT bidder.  
Either way, south should press on to 4♠ 
which makes easily. 
At the table, both North choose to bid 2♣ 
(5+suit and competitive points). And both 
teams arrived in 4♠ contract very quickly. 
 

 
 
An alternate Bidding sequences 

 
 
The full deal 

 

 
There is not much in the play 
T1 Both wests started with the lead of the 

♥3 as the least likely to concede a trick. 
Declarer won this with the ♥A. No need 
to tap the south hand, discarding the ♦2. 

T2 Declarer then started on trumps and ran 
the ♠7 to the ♠Q, and West took the ♠K 

T3 West Continued with the ♥J which south 
ruffed with ♠5 

T4-5 Declarer drew all outstanding trumps 
with ♠AJ, happy with the 33 break. 

T6  Declarer led a small ♦4 toward the ♦J, 
west ducked and the ♦J won and East 
followed with ♦6.  So, the diamond suit 
was running, and declarer then claimed 
11 tricks, just conceding the outstanding 
♦A  

 

 
Covid-19 Guidance 
 

The NSBC are unlikely to be able to 
restart face to face bridge in the 
immediate future. The risks for the 
club, staff & members with COVID 
are too great 
 
 

ABF Guidance for face-to-face 
bridge sessions 
Dr Andrew Slutzkin has provided an updated guide to 
face-to-face bridge sessions. 

» 2020 July 20 ABF updated guide 
 

 
NSWBA publishes Covid advice 
http://www.nswba.com.au/news/news.asp?2020Br

idgeCovidSafe 

 

https://www.abf.com.au/abf-guidance-for-face-to-face-bridge-sessions/
https://www.abf.com.au/abf-guidance-for-face-to-face-bridge-sessions/
https://www.abf.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/2020-July-20-ABF-updated-guide.pdf
http://www.nswba.com.au/news/news.asp?2020BridgeCovidSafe
http://www.nswba.com.au/news/news.asp?2020BridgeCovidSafe

