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   NSBC Newsletter 

2020 October Vol 3 Issue 10  Editors: Kevin Davies and Ian Maclaren

NSBC - BBO Tournament Schedules 
 

 
Our latest website club schedule can be 
viewed on this link: 

https://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/node/1231 
 

 

Challenge Hand 1 

 

Matchpoints 
Dealer N who passes 
EW Vulnerable 
 
 
South will bid 2♠ and if 
room North will compete 
to 3♠ 
 
These cards rotated for 
convenience 

 
Challenge Hand 2 

 

 

Matchpoints 
All: Nil Vul 
 
South the dealer 
 
West will overcall 2♠ 
(weak 2 style), then EW 
will remain silent as you 
bid to get to your best 
spot 

 

Challenge Hand 3 

 

 

Matchpoints 

NS Vulnerable 

Dealer S 

West will overcall 2NT 
(minors) and then EW will 
remain silent as you bid 
the hand to your best 
spot 
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Maryann Russett 

Profile of our 
new NSBC 
Committee 

Member 

 
Bridge Club experience 
I have been a member of the bridge club since 
2013.  I started with Liz’s beginners’ lessons 
then progressed to Anita and Kay’s transition 
classes.  Thanks to the excellent lessons by 
these educators, the hook was set!! Pre-
COVID-19, I played twice a week: Restricted 
session at CW on Wednesday mornings and 
Open session at EL on Thursday afternoons.  
The intellectual stimulation is fabulous, but I 
very much enjoy the people at NSBC. 
 
Career history 
I am a retired Chartered Accountant Australia 
and New Zealand.  For 30+ years I held several 
finance and risk management roles with the 
following organisations: KPMG, Wormald 
International, ICL Australia and finally Westpac.  
At Westpac, my roles included Head of 
Finance, roles for several divisions in the group, 
the General Manager Group Finance and 
General Manager Group Audit and Credit Audit.  
Corporate governance as well as financial 
control were important features in my career. 
 
Not-for-profit experience 
As well as the above corporate career, I have 
experience with non-profit organisations.  
Currently I am the Treasurer of Easy Care 
Gardening Inc.  Through 300+ very capable 
volunteers, this organisation on the upper north 
shore provides gardening services to older and 
disabled people to help them stay in their 
homes. 
 
In the past 15 years I have also been the 
Treasurer then President of Relationships 
Australia NSW from 2004 to 2008; and a 
Lifeline telephone counsellor. 
 

 
Mike Prescott 

NSBC 
Manager’s 
Message 

 
0435 528 872 

 
mikeprescott7 
@hotmail.com 

 

Donations keep the club going 

We (NSBC) decided to continue to run “Free 
BBO Sessions” with ABF Masterpoints for 
members, with financial support being obtained 
by asking for donations to keep the club 
running.  

The alternative that has not been used, was 
to use the ABF user pays virtual club system. 
Here BBO charges are paid by you on entry 
(fees are in $BBO dollars (equivalent to 1 $US), 
which you must pre-buy prior to any session 
you play in), but with a percentage of these 
entry fees being returned to club coffers via the 
BBO/ABF arrangement. 

 

Links for Donations  

Please continue to donate to the club as we 
have many costs to keep things running. Pre-
Paid players can email to the club, with ABF 
number and how much you wish to donate. Or 
click link below to donate.  

https://www.northshore.bridge-
club.org/payments-with-cart  

Kind regards  

Mike and the NSBC team 0435 528 872  

 

https://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/payments-with-cart
https://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/payments-with-cart
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Editor’s Column 

We have released 
our October 
congress date to 
the NSWBA  

 

We have given up our 5th October Monday 
Labour Day congress date to the NSWBA to 
allow them to run a BBO online congress on 
what was our established date. 
 

 
 
Mike is looking for another date, before we can 
run an online congress event. 

 
Current October Online Congresses 

 
 

2020 Sydney Spring Nationals Cancelled 
Considering the present situation of community 
transmission of the COVID-19 virus, the 2020 
Spring Nationals have been cancelled. 

 

2020 Metro North - Interclub Pairs 
 
The club needs pairs to play for our club on 
Sunday 27th September in the interclub Pairs on 
BBO. 
4 pairs required in each Grade, where the 
average MP for the pair must match the graded 
section category. (Open, Under 300, Under 100 
and Under 15 Masterpoints). Whilst most are 
now filled (see table opposite) If you are 
interested in being a reserve/sub, contact Mike. 

 

 
Entries as we go to print: 
 

https://www.abf.com.au/2020-sydney-spring-nationals-cancelled/
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NSBC BBO Swiss Pairs (Imp) 

 
 

 
Winners: Thomas and Prue 

 

 
George 

 
Kevin 

 

 
Ming 

 
Wenjie 

 

NSBC BBO Pairs (MP scoring) 
…

 
 
Online Congress Results 

 
 

DOWN UNDER 3 Day Bridge Online 
Tournament 

Enjoy playing online but missing the Swiss 
Teams format? Sophie Ashton has scheduled a 
3-day Swiss Teams Tournament from 25th-27th 
September. ($85/Team). She is hosting this 
event with Vigfus Palsson, who has 
successfully organised several online Swiss 
Teams events for the US/Europe time zone. For 
more information go to 
goulburnhealthhub.com/bridge 

 

MONDAY NIGHT BRIDGE  AT NSWBA IS 
RESTARTING!! 

These sessions will take place on a new platform 

called RealBridge, which can be described as a 

fusion between Zoom and BBO. Yes, it’s online 

bridge, but you get to see and talk to your partner 

and the opponents. Importantly, the NSWBA will be 

able to run multi-session events with sensible 

movements.  

We are planning to run a number of single session 

events to give people a chance to try out the 

experience.The first is this Monday, 21st September 

at 7.15pm 

 
 

https://www.goulburnhealthhub.com/bridge


NSBC October Newsletter Club News      
 

Page 5 of 23 

August Masterpoint Promotions  
Due to lock down and limited masterpoint files 
processed by the ABF Masterpoint Centre by 
the end of August, there have been limited 
promotions in Masterpoint ranks. This has 
improved with NSBC issuing masterpoint 
awards for all BBO sessions. 
 

From East Lindfield: 

 
 

And from Club Willoughby 

 
 
Most Improved NSBC players, based on the 

Masterpoint Centre, analysis 
 

 
 

 
 

BBO Open Session Results 
 

 
 
August BBO Open Monthly winners 
 

 
 

 
1=:  Bill  

 
1= Tom:  

 

 
=3  Eva and Les 
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BBO September Current Open Monthly 
leaders (to Sep 19) 

 
Note: Process has been changed to Masterpoint 
accumulation for September BBO sessions 
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Defence – 
Counting Points 
and Tricks 

 By Pat O’Connor  

 

We are sitting East.   
South opens 1NT, West 
passes and North raises to 
3NT.  This is an auction that 
reveals minimal information 
to the defenders.  All pass, 
partner leads the ♥2 and 
dummy comes down. 

 
 

Partners Lead: ♥2 
 

 
 
On partner’s lead dummy plays small ♥4 and 
we win with the ♥A. 
 
Q1 How many HCP does partner have? 
 
Declarer has 15-17 and in Dummy we can see 
12 hcp. We have 7hcp in your hand.  That 
leaves only 4-6 hcp for partner, not a lot. 
 
Q2 How are the hearts distributed around 

the table? 
 
Partner’s ♥2 is probably from a four-card suit.  
Dummy has three hearts and we have two, so 
declarer will have four.  So, with seven cards 

between declarer and dummy, this is their suit.  
We need partner to have started with ♥KQ102 
or ♥KQJ2 to score four tricks there, and he 
would have led the ♥K from those holdings.  
And even if somehow, we have four heart 
tricks, where is the setting trick coming from? 
 
Q3 Which suit should we switch to? 
 
Dummy’s diamonds and clubs look strong. So, 
the only feasible switch is to spades. 
 
Q4 Which card should we play? 
 
We have an attractive sequence headed by the 
♠Q, so it is the card to play.  If declarer ducks, 
we will continue with the ♠J. 
 
It turns out there is no way for declarer to avoid 
losing four spade tricks and the contract is 
defeated. 
 

Full Deal. 

 
 
If we had continued hearts at Trick 2, declarer 
would have made the contract, nine tricks: one 
heart, four diamonds and four clubs. 
 
Postmortem 
 
Do not return partner’s suit if it cannot 
provide the tricks you need. 
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Our Newer Player Team 

 
Kay 

 
Liz 

 
Kim 

 
Sue 

 
Jenny 

 
Sandra 

 
Alan 

 
June 

 
For our supervised players  
The Monday evening and Tuesday morning 
BBO games are going well, and we are now 
playing 15 boards per session.   
 
BBO Supervised Session Results 
 

 
 
For our rookie players  
We now have BBO games available Monday 
through Saturday during the day, and an 
evening game on a Tuesday. 
 

 
 
We have pregame talks on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays with Kim Neale and Liz Wilkinson, 
and full lessons with Jessica Brake and Anita 
Curtis Wednesday to Friday.   
 

Understanding Pairs scoring: 

You may have noticed your teachers 
mentioning “playing Pairs” or “Playing teams”.  
The bridge is the same, but the scoring – and 
hence the tactics – are a bit different.  The 
games that we play each day use “Pairs” or 
“Matchpoint” scoring.  How does it work? 
 
The computer awards you 2 MPs for each pair 
your score betters, and 1 MP for each pair your 
score equals. The computer then adds up your 
MPs and generally shows it as a percentage of 
the maximum available Matchpoint score on 
the board.  This is best understood by looking 
the example below: 
 
You were sitting NS, defending 4♠, but EW 
made 11 tricks for your score of -450 at the 
table (your score shown in Yellow below). 
 
2 scores were worse (-480,-460) = 2x2 =4 
You equalled with 3 more (-450)  = 3x1 =3 
3 NS scores were better (+50) = 3x0 =0 
      ----- 
Your total Match Points on the board =7 
Max MP on the board (T-1) x2 = 8x2       =16 
(where T is the number of Tables) 
Your percentage board score = 7/16      = 44% 
 

 
Or from EW pair perspective:  
 
2 EW scores bettered (460,480) 2x0 = 0 
3 EW scores equaled your 450 3x1 = 3 
3 EW scores were worse (-50) 3x2 = 6 
          -------- 
Your EW Matchpoints   9 
Max MP on the board (T-1) x2 = 8x2    =16 
EW Percentage  9/16  56% 
 
Note:  EW % = 100% - NS% on any board 
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Anita 

 
Jessica 

In 2020, our development teachers are Anita 
Curtis and Jessica Brake. 

 
Build on the Basics with Jessica Brake is for 
people who are returning to bridge after a long 
break or who have completed Beginners and 
have played for 3-6 months. 
The normal Build on the Basics lessons are 
now split into 2 on Zoom on Wednesdays at 
10am for approximately 1 hour & Thursdays at 
10am (approximately 1 hour). 
 

 
  
Develop Your Skills (DYS) with Anita Curtis 
is for players who have completed the “Build on 
the Basics” course or who have been playing 
for approximately one year. These lessons 
extend knowledge in bidding and play and 
prepare players to move to the Rookie level.  
They are held via Zoom/BBO sessions on 
Thursday afternoons at 2pm. 
 

 

 
  

Broaden Your Game/Intermediate with Anita is 
a set of lessons for intermediate players with 
typically 3 years of Bridge experience.  It follows 
on from Develop Your Skills. 

The lessons are held over Zoom video on Friday 
mornings at 10am. 
 

 
 

BBO Combined Rookie/Restricted 
Results 
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August Combined BBO Monthly winners 

 
 

 
1st Tien 

 
2nd Felix:  

 

 
3= Don & Mary 

 

 
 

 
 

BBO September Current Combined Monthly 
leaders (to Sep 19) 
 

 
Note: Process changed to Masterpoint accumulation 
from September BBO Sessions 
Note: Combined Monthly award is for players <300 MP 
i.e. < **National Rank 

 

BBO Rookie Only Session Results 
 

 
 

August Rookie BBO Monthly winners 
 

 
 

 
1st Felix 

 
2nd Tien 

 
3rd Sharon 
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BBO September Current Rookie Monthly 
leaders (to Sep 19) 
 

 
Note a): Rookie Monthly award is for players <100 MP 
i.e. < *Regional Rank 
Note b): Process changed to Masterpoint accumulation 
from September BBO sessions onwards 
 

 

 
The following article 
was published in the 

magazine  
Australian Bridge 
 Novice edition. 

 
It is published every 
2 months and is full 
of interesting articles 
aimed at our Rookie 

level. 

 
 

The chosen topic here is the Losing Trick 
Count, an idea that both our Tuesday and 
Wednesday pregame talks have included 
recently.  Note a slight difference: Ron talks 
about subtracting from 24 to give the number 
of tricks you can take, whereas we have been 
talking about subtracting from 18 to give the 
safe level of bid - it comes to the same 
answer.   
 
In the full article, Ron gives an alternate 
method, but to keep it simpler, we have just 
shown one method here. 

Kay Moyes 
 

 

WHAT IS THE 
LOSING TRICK 

COUNT? 

 
By Ron Klinger,  

author of some excellent 
and easy to read bridge 

books 

 

 
It is a way of estimating the number of tricks 
your side will take in a trump contract. The 
great advantage is that it is significantly more 
accurate than point count. 
 
WHEN CAN I USE IT? You need a good trump 
fit, at least eight cards together OR a self-
sufficient trump suit at least six cards long. 
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WHAT IS THE LTC FORMULA?  
• Count your losers 
• Add partner’s losers 
• Deduct this total from 24 
The answer is the number of tricks you and 
partner will make most of the time in the agreed 
trump suit. 
 
COUNTING YOUR LOSERS. The maximum 
number of losers in a suit is three. Look at just 
the top three cards in each suit and count the 
Ace, King or Queen as a winner. Count a loser 
for each of the Ace, King or Queen you are 
missing in a three-card or longer suit. 
Some examples: 
 

 
 

• Axx is clearly better than Qxx. 

• Where your suit is headed by the Queen, 
count two losers if you have the jack or 
ten as well, but count 2½ losers for suits 
headed by Q98 or worse.  

• If the suit contains the AQ or KQ, the 
Queen counts as a full trick.  

• If your Qxx or longer is in partner's long 
suit, you may count the Queen as a full 
trick. 

 
COUNTING LOSERS IN SHORT SUITS 
 
Doubletons: 
AK = no losers,  
AQ or KQ = 1 loser, 
Ax or Kx = 1 loser, 
 others = 2 losers. 
 
Singletons:  
Ace = no losers,  
all others = 1 loser. 
 
Void: No losers. 

MORE EXAMPLES 
 

 
 
From these example hands you can see that a 
minimum opening hand without much shape 
has around 7 losers. 
 
ASSESSING PARTNER'S LOSERS 
 
So, count a minimum opening hand (12-15 
points) as 7 losers. For each 3-point range 
better than this, deduct one loser. For each 3-
point range worse than this, add one loser.  
 
Thus:  
 
6-9  points = 9 losers 
10-12 points = 8 losers 
13-15 points = 7 losers 
16-18 points = 6 losers 
19-21 points = 5 losers 
 
If partner has an opening hand or better, play 
partner for 7 losers or fewer.  
If partner does not have opening values, play 
partner for 8 losers or worse. 
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If you and partner have a decent trump fit: 

• If partner opens and you have seven 
losers, game should be bid, a good bet. 

• If partner has an opening hand and you 
have five losers, slam should be 
investigated. 

 
If the LTC indicates that you have 12 or 13 
tricks potential, do not bid a slam without 
making sure first that the opponents cannot 
cash two quick tricks against a small slam. An 
LTC of 12, indicating 12 tricks potential, is little 
comfort if they cash two Aces.  
 
For a grand slam, you need trick potential of 13 
(or more!) and all the Aces plus the K-Q of 
trumps. If all are present, bid the grand slam. 
 
WHY DEDUCT FROM 24? 
 
Maximum losers in one suit = 3. 
Maximum losers in your whole hand therefore = 
12.  
So, maximum losers in the two hands = 24.  
 
What accounts for the difference between the 
maximum losers possible and the actual 
losers?  The tricks you will win.  
 
The LTC is a quick way of counting tricks, it is 
quicker than actually counting the Aces, Kings 
and Queens and cards beyond three in each 
suit. Some examples follow: 
 

 
West has a minimum opening 1♠, with 7 losers. 
East has superb support and again 7 losers.  
 

7 + 7 = 14; 24 - 14 = 10 tricks expected. 
So, raise to game 4♠ 

 

 
Here West has a five loser hand and opened 
1♠. East’s 1NT response, 6-9 points, figures to 
hold 9 losers. 
 

5 losers + 9 losers = 14 losers, subtract from 24 
= 10 tricks expected. So, bid 4♠ 

 

 
Here West has a five loser hand and opened 
1♥. East’s 6-9 point raise will usually be 9 
losers.   
 

5 losers + 9 losers = 14; 24 - 14 = 10 tricks. 
So, bid game 4♥ 

 
Note that if West bid an invitational bid after the 
2♥ raise, East would reject the invitation since 
they have their full 9 losers and West looks to 
have only 6 losers for the invite.  
 
One huge benefit is that you can use the Losing 
Trick Count even if partner has never heard of 
it. The LTC is not a convention but simply a 
better means of valuing hands where a trump fit 
exists. If you know partner's approximate point 
count, you can apply the LTC. 
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Thinking Bridge 
 
Adapted from an Eddie 
Kantar article in the 
ACBL Bridge feed 
website. 

 

 
 
Bidding commentary: East’s passed-hand 
leaps to 2NT showing a balanced 11 or 12 
high-card points, usually 11 since most 12-point 
hands are opened these days. Incidentally, a 
two-level response in a major, 2♥ in this case, 
passed hand or not, should guarantee at least 
five cards in the suit. 
 
Lead commentary: South leads the ♥3. 
This is a normal lead choice. How can South 
know that a heart lead is heading smack into 
East’s strongest suit? 
 
Play commentary: 
T1 South leads the fourth highest heart ♥3, 

west ♥5, partner ♥T, East wins the ♥J 
T2 East then starts on spades by leading the 

♠J, the high honour from the short side. 
There are side entries to dummy (♦AK), 
so south wins with the ♠A, Partner playing 
the ♠6 

 

Defensive commentary: After winning the 
second trick, South starts to count declarer’s 
likely winning tricks as  

• four spades, East must have ♠2  

• three hearts, East has ♥AKJ  

• at least two diamonds (♦AK on table) 
for a total of nine running tricks as soon as 
declarer or dummy regains the lead.  
 
If South entertains any hope of defeating this 
contract, it must be in the club suit, and must be 
right now!  
East, a passed hand, has already turned up 
with 9 HCP (the ♥AKJ and the ♠J) and cannot 
have the ♣A. If North has the ♣Q as well, a shift 
to the ♣K might really hit the jackpot and defeat 
the contract. Go for it!  
 
T3 South switches with an attacking ♣K lead, 

♣2, ♣7 (high club encouraging from 
partner), declarer the ♣9. 

 
T4 South continues ♣2, and as it happens, 

the defenders can race off five clubs’ 
tricks and defeat the contract by one trick! 

 

Counting declarer’s tricks and points 
is a must-do. So, try it. 
 
Another Hand: 
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Bidding commentary: North’s opening 1♦, is 
normal on a balanced hand stronger than our 
1NT range 15-17. South’s 2♥ bid is pre-
emptive, resembling a 2♥ weak 2 opening bid, 
showing 6 hearts and a 4-7 hcp. North bids on 
to 4♥ with his 19hcp and 3 hearts in a known 6-
3 fit. 
 
Lead commentary 
West leads the ♠A (ace from AK) which is a 
normal start by West. 
 
Defensive commentary:  
East can see four defensive tricks (as he will 
win 2 trumps ♥AQ) if West can be persuaded to 
cash the ♠K as well.  
 
If East plays a low spade at trick one, West is 
apt to switch to a club, trying to build up a trick 
in that suit before the declarer can establish the 
♠Q for a club discard. East can see that a 
minor-suit shift could be disastrous. It is up to 
East to take charge and play the ♠T at trick one, 
“faking” a doubleton. No matter.  
 
T1 West leads the ♠A, Dummy ♠6, East plays 

an encouraging ♠T, and declarer follows 
with the ♠5 

T2 West now continues with the ♠K, Once 
West can be tricked into cashing his ♠K, 
East knows the contract will be defeated. 

 
Every so often, third hand should encourage 
partner to continue the suit that has been led 
even though third hand has worthless cards in 
the suit. Why?  
 
Because third hand can see that if partner 
continues the suit, the contract will be defeated, 
but he if shifts, disaster could ensue.  
 
Yes, little white lies are a part of this game, 
too. 

 

 

 

Third Hand High and 
when to cover 
 
Adapted from an Andrew 
Robson article from his 
ARBC website 

 
This (Third Hand High) is perhaps the single 
most important motto for defenders. Bridge is 
the ultimate partnership game. When you are 
playing the third card to the trick, your partner 
has already played a card. If your partner has 
led low and the second card (of dummy’s, or 
declarer’s hand during the play) is also low, you 
must play high, or declarer will win a cheap 
trick. 
 

 
 
After partner west leads ♠3, North plays ♠2, you 
must play your ♠Q, or declarer will win a cheap 
trick with ♠J. 
 

 
 
After partner leads ♥3, Dummy plays ♥2, you 
must play ♥A, not ♥J, to prevent declarer 
winning ♥Q. After winning ♥A, you should 
return ♥J, the top of two remaining. In this way 
the defence can scoop the entire suit without 
blockage (especially important at notrumps). 
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Third Hand Plays High. but cheaper of 
touching cards (highest card necessary) 

 

 
 
After partner leads ♠3, dummy playing the ♠2, 
you must play ♠Q, the cheaper card. If West 
sees the trick proceed ♠3, ♠2, ♠K (erroneously), 
♠A, he should deduce that declarer holds ♠Q. 
 

 
 
After partner leads ♥3, dummy ♥2, you play ♥T 
When West sees this force out declarer’s ♥A, 
West can deduce that you also have ♥QJ – or 
declarer would have won the trick more 
cheaply. 
 

 
 
West leads ♦3, dummy playing ♦2 and you as 
East should play ♦9, the cheaper of your 
highest cards. When West sees this force out 
declarer’s ♦K, he can deduce that you also 
have ♦J10 – or declarer would have won the 
trick more cheaply. 
 
It is the beauty of the partnership. It does not 
matter to you which of the equals you play. But 
it helps partner hugely to correctly draw the 
right inferences. 

 

Defence: When to cover an honour with an 
honour? 
When declarer or dummy leads an honour, the 
default position is usually to cover the honour 
with your higher honour, to draw two of 
declarer’s high cards for one of yours: 

 
 
If you as East, are too mean to play ♠K on 
dummy’s ♠Q. The ♠Q will win and then the ♠2 to 
♠J will follow, enabling declarer to score all 
three tricks. If instead, cover ♠Q with ♠K and 
declarer can win ♠A and ♠J, but not ♠Q. 
 
But do not always cover an honour with an 
honour as a reflex reaction, however. If there is 
no chance of promoting lower cards for your 
side (effectively the point of covering an honour 
with an honour), then do not bother. 

 
 

If the ♠Q is led, you as East should play ♠4. 
You can see that covering ♠Q with ♠K declarer 
will promote ♠J109 and not a spade in your 
partner’s hand.  
On this deal, by playing ♠4 on ♠Q, declarer’s ♠A 
will win the second round perforce (because he 
only has two spades) and your ♠K will be a 
third-round winner. 
 
So, cover an honour with an honour if you 
think you can promote lower cards for your 
side. Otherwise do not. 
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Brett Manley 

Brett Manley was a guest 
co-editor of the Gold Coast 
daily bulletin. IPBA 
executive member and WBF 
bulletin editor. 
 
Article was adapted from a 
Brent Manly article “With 
Trumps or Without” in the 
Bridge feed Website 

 

  
 
Bidding 
This hand was played in a Teams’ match, 
and at both tables, West started the bidding 
with a 3♣ pre-emptive opening.  
 
You (South) choose at the first table, to bid 
3NT (15-18) in fourth seat. 
 
At the other table, the person in your seat 
chose to double (takeout and Values) and 
partner bid 4♣ (you choose a major suit 
partner) and so landed in a 4♠ game contract. 
 
The full deal: 

 
 

At both tables West leads the ♣K. Plan the 
play to make both your contracts. 
 

Preliminary Analysis in 3NT/S on ♣K lead 
Winners: 2♠+4♦+1♣ = 7 
Losers: Clubs after you take ♣A, and ♥A 
Strategies for making 9 tricks. 

• Establish the spade suit avoiding West 
getting on lead. Assuming ♥A is with east 

 
Best Solution at 3NT 
 
The play 3NT was routine, once you assume 
that East has the ♥A (else you have little to 
no chance). 
 
T1 Declarer ducked West’s ♣K lead, 

everybody following. 
T2 Declarer won the ♣Q continuation with 

the ♣A, whilst East discarded a small 
diamond ♦2. 

T3-4 Declarer then unblocked the diamonds 
by cashing the both the ♦AK. All 
following 

T5 Declarer then took the standard 
avoidance play of running the ♠J to 
East’s ♠Q. The last thing you want is to 
have to finesse into a short ♠Q into the 
West hand 

T6 East was endplayed and exited with a 
diamond ♦T and declarer had the required 
nine tricks (4x♠+4x♦+1♣ = 9). 

 
Club Sponsors 
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The full deal and alternate bidding repeated: 

 

 
 

Preliminary Analysis in 4♠/S on ♣K lead 
 
Top Winners: 2♠+4♦+1♣ = 7, + long spades 
Top Losers: ♥A, maybe deep ♥Q and ♠Q 
Strategies for making 10 tricks. 

• Take the ♣A, else East can ruff next 

• Need to unblock ♦AK, to enjoy 4 tricks 

• Play east for ♠Q and ♥A 
 
Best Solution in 4S contract 
 
T1 West leads the ♣K and declarer wins 

with the ♣A. East must be void in clubs 
now. 

T2 Declarer plays a trump ♠4, to the ♠A, all 
following. 

T3 Declarer then leads a trump ♠3 from 
dummy, intending to finesse. Luckily, 
the ♠Q appears, so declarer takes this 
with the ♠K 

T4  Declarer then draws the remaining ♠9 
from West with the ♠J 

T5-6 Then, after unblocking the diamonds by 
cashing the ♦AK, all following. 

T7 Declarer now needs to get to dummy, 
and plays a low heart ♥4 to the ♥J and 
East takes the trick with his ♥Q  

T8 East is down to red-suit cards only, he 
gets off play with a diamond to avoid 
conceding an overtrick.  

Declarer claims and makes 10 tricks – five 
trumps, four diamonds and the ♣A. 

 

Note1: Best defence 
4♠ can be defeated if West starts by the lead 
of his doubleton heart.  
 
T1 West leads the ♥7, and Declarer plays 

dummy’s ♥J and East must take the ♥Q 
T2 East cashes the ♥A, West playing ♥3 
T3 East must exit with the ♣3. Declarer can 

do no better than win the ♣A 
T4-5 Declarer then unblocks the diamond suit 

(cashing the ♦AK) 
T6-7 Cashing 2 top spades, ♠K and then 

followed by the ♠A. Both EW follow, but 
the ♠Q drops from the East hand 

T8 Declarer now tries to cash the ♦Q but 
alas, it is West who has the third trump 
and he ruffs in with the ♠9 

T9 West then quickly cashes a club winner 
♣Q for down one.  

 
Note2: But not if a heart ruff is attempted!  
 
T3 If East plays a third heart ♥2, instead of 

the club, declarer ruffs this with the ♠T 
from hand, as West discards a 
diamond.  

T4-5 Declarer continues with the unblocking 
of the diamonds trying to cash the ♦A 
and ♦K., but West can do no better than 
ruff the second diamond ♦K with the ♠2 

T6 West then plays the ♣K and Declarer 
wins this with the ♣A 

T7-8 Declarer now cashes the ♠K and ♠A, 
thus drawing the outstanding trumps,  

T9+ So, declarer throws his remaining club 
losers on dummy’s top three red-suit 
winners (♦QJ and ♥K), together with his 
remaining trumps to make the 4♠ 
contract. 
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Challenge hand 1 Solution 

 

Matchpoints 
Dealer N who passes 
EW Vulnerable 
 
 
South will bid 2♠ and if 
room; North will 
compete to 3♠ 
 
These cards were 
rotated for convenience 

 
This deal comes from the NSBC BBO open 
session played on July 28th. Board 5 The full 
deal 
 

 
Suggested bidding 

 

As North passes, East opens the auction with 
a 2♦ (Multi 2 bid, Either Weak (6 card Major) 
or a strong balanced hand).  
But South overcalls 2♠ vulnerable. 
West is sure that East has a Weak 2 but bids 
a forcing 2NT. North supports with a pre-
emptive bid of 3♠.  Your partner passes 
(confirming a weak 6+ ♥ suit). So, you bid the 
normal 4♥ game.  
 
If NS advance to a 4♠ save, you would 
penalty double. 
 
An alternate auction using weak 2 openings. 

 
 
Play of the hands 
 

4♥/West on ♠6 lead by North 
 
Preliminary Analysis 
Winners: 1♠+5♥+2♦+1♣= 9 tricks 
Losers: ♠A, Deep 1♣ + maybe ♦ and ♥Q 
Strategies for making 10 tricks 

• Toss ♣ loser on the high ♠K 

• Make a 3rd ♦ if the break 3-2. Maybe 4 if 

♦Q is onside in the South hand 

 
T1 North leads ♠6 (4th from length), and 

South takes the ♠A. 
T2 South then switches to the ♣K, you hop 

up with the ♣A, north following with ♣3 
T3/4 Your draw trumps ♥A the ♥K, finishing 

in hand. All the trumps come down 
T5 You cash the ♠K, discarding the club 

loser ♣J in dummy. 
T6-7 You then cash ♦A (all following) and 

take the finesse of the ♦Q which loses, 
but you claim the rest of the tricks make 
11 tricks (1♠+6x♥+3x♦+1♣) EW = +450 
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4♠X/S on ♥5 lead by West 
 
Preliminary Analysis 
Top Winners: 4-5♠+0♥+0♦+1♣= 6 tricks 
Top Losers: ♥A, 2x♦, ♣A, maybe ♣J and ♠K 
Strategy for keeping losses low. EW can 
surely make 4♥ (-420), so need to keep 
contract to -1 (-200) Target=9 tricks else will 
get poor match point Score 

• Find ♣J for 4 club tricks 

• Hope ♠K onside (unlikely) 

 
T1 West leads ♥5 (4th highest) to East’s ♥A, 

everybody following. 
T2 East can see the next ♥ will be ruffed, 

so he cashes the ♦A, with West 
encouraging. 

T3 East continues with ♦2 (count) to Wests 
♦K 

T4 West now cashes the ♣A to ensure 1 off 
T5 West then continues with the ♣9 which 

South wins with the ♣K 
T6 South with no entry to North hand, so 

plays the ♠A and hopes. But the ♠K 
does not appear 

South concedes the ♠K and claims the rest 
for 2 off doubled for -500, a Matchpoint 
bottom. 

 

Actual results on the hand:  Pianola B5 Link 

 
The Matchpoint results from the 20 table 
BBO event are summarised above.  To score 
well EW must reach 4♥ or to double a 4♠ 
save. 
 

Understanding MPs -Matchpoint scoring: 
 
The computer awards you 2 MPs for each 
pair your score betters, and 1 MP for each 
pair your score equals. The computer then 
adds up your MPs and generally shows it as 
a percentage of the maximum available 
Matchpoint score on the board. 
 
Example from the results table above: 
 
You were EW, and you made 5 in your 4♥ 
contract for a score of +450 at the table. 
You beat 11 scores   = 11x2 =22 
You drew with 5 more  = 5x1  =5 
3 bettered your score = 3x0  =0 
      ----- 
Total Match Points    =27 
 
Max MP on the board = 19x2 =38 
Your percentage score = 27/38 =71% 

 

 
 

https://app.pianola.net/Results/Session356235
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Solution Challenge Hand 2 

 
Brent Manley 

Brett Manley was a guest 
co-editor of the Gold Coast 
daily bulletin. IPBA 
executive member and 
WBF bulletin editor. 
These articles were adapted 
from articles by Brent “Go 
for it” and the next 
challenge “Silence is 
golden” from the ACBL 
bridge feed website. 

 

Matchpoints 
All: Nil Vul 
 
South the dealer 
 
West will overcall 2♠ 
weak 2 style, then EW 
will remain silent as 
you bid get to your best 
spot 

  
Suggested Bidding 
 

 
 

You are South and open the bidding with a 
bare minimum 12hcp – you do have three 

quick tricks. West interferes with a weak 2♠ 

jump (weak long Spades). Your partner cue 

raises 3♠ (forcing to 4♥), you signoff in 4♥. 

He again cues 4♠, so you respond with a 5♣ 

cue and soon find yourself in a somewhat iffy 

6♥ slam. 

 
West leads the ♠K. Can you justify your 
partner’s confidence and aggressive bidding? 
How do you manage to make 12 tricks in 

your 6♥ contract? 

 
The full deal: 

 
 
Preliminary Analysis 
After the opening lead, declarer saw that 
even with trumps 3-2 he would have only 11 
top tricks.  

Winners:  5x♥+1x♠+3x♦+2x♣ = 11 tricks 

Losers:1♠, maybe 1♥ if they break poorly 

Strategies for 12th trick 

• Will have to win the initial ♠K lead, as 
east will likely be out of spades after 1 
round. 

• After rejecting as hopeless the idea of 
ruffing a spade in dummy, as south’s 
trumps are not good enough to draw all 
the outstanding trumps, if I ruffed with the 

♥Q. 

• The likelihood of a squeeze in spades 
and a minor suit against West is only 
fractionally better chance.  

• Declarer saw a possible answer: a sort of 
dummy reversal. But ruffing all minor 
losers in hand. He would need to safely 
cash all his top minor tricks and to ruff 2 
clubs and the last Diamond in hand. 
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Solution 
 
1. West led the ♠K and declarer won with 

the ♠A. To duck was too dangerous. East 
the ♠3 and south ♠4. 

2. Declarer then led a small trump ♥4 to 

hand to the ♥A. East ♥8 and West ♥3. 

3. Declarer then cashed the ♥K, as west 

discarded a ♠2, he noted that the East 

now had a sure heart winner as he still 

held ♥JT after following with ♥9 

4. Declarer then starting on his minor suit 
plan by cashing the ♣A Both EW 
following ♣6 and ♣4. 

5. Then the ♣5 across to dummy’s ♣K. 
Again, both EW following ♣T and ♣8. 

6. Now the ♣3 from dummy for a ruff with 

the ♥2 in hand. Again, both EW following 

♣9 and ♣Q. 

7. Returning to dummy with ♦6 to ♦A, EW 

both following ♦2 and ♦5. 

8. Now the last club in dummy ♣7, East 

following ♣J, to a ruff with ♥5 in hand. 

9. Returning to dummy again via the ♦8 to 

♦K. EW Following ♦3 and ♦7. 

10. Declarer then cashed the ♦Q whilst in 

Dummy. Again, EW following ♦T and ♦9 

11. Then the lead of the final ♦4, East 
following ♦J and ruffed in-hand with the 

last trump ♥6.  

 
 
Declarer had made the first 11 tricks: the ♠A, 
, and five minor-suit top winners (♦AKQ, 

♣AK), five trumps in hand (♥AK and 3 minor 

ruffs ♥652), and still had the master trump 

♥Q left in dummy to come for the contract-

fulfilling twelfth winner!  
 
Declarer’s plan had a little less than a 50-50 
chance of succeeding but was his best 
available chance.  

Challenge Hand 3 Solution 

 

 

Matchpoints 

NS Vulnerable 

Dealer S 

West will overcall 2NT 
(minors) and then EW 
will remain silent as you 
bid the hand to your best 
spot 

Silence is Golden 

 
The suggested Bidding 
 
You (South) have a strong 3 loser hand, so 
open a game force 2♣. West interposes with 
a non-vulnerable 2NT (showing both Minors 
55). Partner responds with a 3♥ bid (positive 
hand with 5+ hearts).  
You have an extraordinarily strong spade 
hand, but have two weak hearts, so you 
decide to use 4NT (Keycard ask in hearts, to 
check for heart cover). Partner responds 5♣ 
(1 or 3 Heart Keycards), so you choose to bid 
the slam 6♠ in your self-sufficient spade suit. 
 
Against your 6♠ slam, West starts by leading 
the ♦Q. Do you see a way to 12 tricks? 
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Preliminary Analysis 
Top Winners: 6♠+2♦+2♣ + force ♥ trick=11 
Losers: ♥A and a Deep Diamond 
Strategies for the 12th 

• Force heart tricks for throwing the ♦ loser 

• Risks: West has shown 55+ minors, so 
East will have both majors! 

 
Solution 
Declarer counted 11 winners after dummy 
appeared. He saw that the only chance for 
the contract was for East to have the ♥A, and 
at most two diamonds and three clubs, 
almost certain on the 2NT bidding.  
T1 So, after winning Wests ♦Q lead with 

the ♦K in your hand (East playing ♦3). 
T2-6 You as declarer drew five rounds of 

trumps ♠AKQJT, drawing all easts 5 

trumps, throwing a diamond and two 
hearts from dummy.  

T7-8 Next, you cashed the top clubs in your 
hand, ♣A and ♣K, both EW following. 

T9 Then you lead ♥3 towards dummy’s ♥J 
East correctly withheld the ♥A and 
played a low heart ♥8. 

T10 And now the importance of keeping a 
small club in dummy became clear 
when declarer lead the ♣5 and ruffed it 
♠4 with your last trump, thereby 
removing East’s last minor-suit card.  

T11 Declarer continued by cashing the ♦A 
(in case West had started with 0♠-3♥-
5♦-5♣ shape), reducing everyone to just 
two cards only.  

T12 Dummy had the ♥KQ and East the ♥A9. 
When declarer played a final heart ♥6 to 
the king, East could only take the ace at 
his leisure, but dummy would make a 
heart for declarer’s vital 12th trick. 

 
East was about to say something about the 
folly of West’s overcall, but West spoke first: 
“I should have followed Terence Reese’s 
advice of not bidding and showing my hand 
type pattern, as there was little chance our 
side would play the hand. All it did was to 
give declarer a clearer roadmap on how to 
make 12 tricks. Sorry.” 
 

The full deal: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


