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MG — President
Mark Guthrie

North Shore Bridge Club: Contacts

President:

Mark Guthrie

0423 861 767

Vice P resident

Jane Russ

Hon Secretary

Sharon Thompson

0422 613 530

Hon Treasurer

Rod Owen

Committee Carol McMurray

Committee lan MacLaren _0418 680 879 _
imhmaclaren@bigpond.com

Committee Jake Andrew 0478 838 588

Club Manager:

Mike Prescott

0435 528 872

mikeprescott?7@hotmail.com

Online Operations
Manager

Gary Barwick

0413 884 805

garybarwick@outlook.com

NSBC Office
Administrator

Margaret Owen

0410 657 048

National Director

Ronnie Ng

0405 507 753

Bridge Teaching &
Training

Kay Moyes

0416 002 701

moyes kay@hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor

Kevin Davies

0403 018 979

kdav1951@gmail.com

Web Master Leo Goorevich 0410 490_123__
leo.goorevich@iinet.net.au

RB Venue Gary Mobile 0413 884 805

EL Venue EL Phone 02 9415 8344

WS Venue GM mobile 0435 528 872

0423 861 767

President

»

You often hear people talking about things
being like a duck. All calm on the surface and
mad chaos under the water. | think that is a fair
way to describe a bridge club. As the president,
| was expecting to sit on the duck’s back and
wave at the crowds, or on a good day, be
hanging off the back water-skiing. It has been a
bit of a surprise to find myself under the water
getting kicked in the face, especially since |
can’t swim (/ honestly can't).

However tough a job might be, there is nothing
as sweet as when the first pay cheque comes
in. I've been hitting refresh on my online bank
statement since the middle of the month, to no
avail. Finally, | called Kit Myers, our accountant
to check up on things.

“Can you say that again? I’'m not sure | follow.” |
said.

“For the third time, THE PRESIDENT DOESN'T
GET PAID.”

| was imagining Kit as Neville Bartos in
Chopper “There’s no cash here. Here, there’s
no cash.”
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“Typical of the mistakes | make.” | said,
“Imagine me taking the only honorary
committee position that doesn’t get paid!”

“Err. Nobody on the committee gets paid.”

This could make some of the promises | had
employed to get people to take the more
difficult positions a little hard to follow through
on. Still 20% more than the last person is
technically still zero.

‘I get it, Kit.” | replied, with a knowing wink,
which was a bit silly because we were talking
on the phone, “I've worked in these situations
before. Expenses are King. Work lunches, taxi
rides to the club, the odd bit of furniture that
gets accidentally delivered to my house. Say no
more. I'll just need a credit card with a decent
limit.”

At this point we seemed to get cut off, so |
called him back. Repeatedly.

Apparently, COVID hasn’t been the blessing it
first seemed to face-to-face activities and the
club has been losing a small amount of money
every month since the government introduced
it. Now, | had fully expected my time as
president to be a loss-making period for the
club, with the club’s losses, being my gains, so
to speak. However, if | am not going to be the
one profiting then we needed a new approach.

What | needed here was a group of smart
people who could come up with my ideas for
me, put them into action, and explain to me
what had just happened in case anyone asked
about it. What | needed was a Committee!
Ideally one that doesn’t get paid

“You're late.”

| turned around quickly. “Who said that?”

“We did. The Committee.” [Electric Music]

| saw a group of Spandex covered, mask

wearing superheroes. Anrd-behind-them-was-the
comtee:

Shaz “The Lightning” Thompson, who had more
iIdeas before she was born than | have had
since, let a long scroll fall out from her hand
along the floor towards me. It had little squiggly
writing on it and all | could make out was the
top that said, “Shaz’s Ideas Since 10 Minutes
Ago”.

“l think we should take on chess once we get
this sorted.” She said smiling at me.

Rod “Numbers” Owen was busy typing on his
cash register. He looked up and gave me a
knowing look too. A look that said, “I can see
the Matrix.”

Jake “Brains” Andrew, was stood at a collection
of virtual computer screens, swiping his hands
across them and moving things around. He
combined a picture of a group of people with a
pack of cards and another pack of cards. |
shouted “Snap!” but the screens formed the
word “Strategy”.

Janie “Come to my house after dark next
Wednesday” Russ was doing some yoga
moves and staying very Zen ready for the plan
to form. | was wondering why her quotey thing
in the middle of her name was so long when
she pointed out that she had actually said that,
hence the quotes, and that was when and
where the next committee meeting was being
held.

Carol “Captain Marvel” McMurray was
examining an alien lifeform. She looked like she
was trying to save it, but the butter sauce in the
pan next to her gave away her real intent.

As they all noticed my arrival, they gave out a
collective groan “Oh no, he’s back.”

Carol looked around the group and asked
“Where is Lunch?”

| thought this was a good idea, even at 9am,
but it turns out that Captain Marvel was actually
referring to the last member of the Committee,
lan “Lunch” MacLaren who runs one of the
largest printer company recycling empires in
Sydney.
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Anyway, that is probably enough nonsense for
one month. Mike Prescott

_ 0435 528 872
For those of you that prefer your news in bullet '

point form, here you go:

e The club is doing well (but losing money,
which we are looking into)

e The committee is awesome (the staff and
volunteers are better, but don’t tell the
committee)

e Bridge is a card game

Next time | can fill you in more on the strategy
work the committee have been doing, cost
saving initiatives, and a bunch of growth things Club Manager
that are going on. Boring!

Stay Safe - Play Bridge - Eat Chocolate

Biscuits Gary Barwick

0413 884 805

Mark

Lo
Online Bridge Manager
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2021 Statistics

. Avr -
Ven | 2020 | ven | 2021 ven | Active | No RB EL | Willig |NetNumof
Note | Tables | MNote | Tables 20 Mote | Tables | Sess Tablrles.l Comments Tables | Tables | Tables """
Session End of month
2020=( 15,533 2021=| 18,852 tIt-::l]s Y- | 5475 | 510 | 10.74 4,257 | 918 | 300
ABF RB Summer Festival, Covid
| 631 | re | 1,140 | Jan-22 | "] 1,328 | 129 10.20 | resurgence, NSBC Congress event, 1,118 | 153 | 57 | 1,736
RB=84% Tables, Open grade =71% Tables
ABF F2F Surfers, NZB RB Congress, Covid
cw RB EL improving, RB=80%, Open=68%, 100 new
gL | 1,648 |RBEL| 1,188 | Feb-22 | ", =1 1,331 | 121 11.00 members from beginner lessons, Members 1,061 | 195 75 1,755
not renewing being removed.
ABF F2F Tas, NSBC F2F Congress @ EL,
cwW RB FL RB EL Covid improving, Floods, RB=79%,
gL | 826 ne | 1,455 | Mar-22 | ", 7| 1,559 | 141 11.06 Open=66%, Membership ABF 1,150 | 314 95 1,728
rationalisation, Mike Prescott back as Mgr
RB FL RB EL AGM, ABF Adelaide, limited Easter Sessions,
BBO | 1,365 | g | 1,267 | Apr-22 | ", | 1,257 | 119 10.56 Limited Anzac, RB=74%, Open=71%, 928 | 256 73 1,737
Apr Tables - Club Planned |\ i i
p Venue | Actve Aa!ve Tabh_as’! %Tables April Tables by - Session Type Active | rables
Venues Use Tables | Sessions | Session Tables
"RB" RealBridge Online Totals 90 928 84 11.05 | 73.83% | "Open" Type Sessions 892 71%
"EL" East Lindfield F2F Totals 25 256 24 10.67 | 20.37% | "Restricted" Type Sessions 98 8%
"WS" Willis Sports & Rec Centre 11 73 11 6.64 | 5.81% | "Rookie" Type Sessions 228 18%
"Supervised" Type Sessions 39 3%
April Totals 126 (1257 119 |10.56 April Membership= 1737 1257
[‘-"J embers NMEWEST MEMEERS MOST FREQUENT VISITORS
MName ABF # Date joined
J Madden 035517 238 Apr 2022
1 ; ; ; I Hogan 910279 25 Apr 2022
T ACKERMAM 155326 20 Apr 2022
S e B BURSILL 630535 19 Apr 2022

P Clarke 537901 17 Apr 2022



