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Open Challenge Hand  
 

 

 

 
You are playing an IMPS teams 

game.  

You reach 6NT. West leads the 

♠J. What’s your plan to take 12 

tricks? 

♦️ Beginner Bridge Lessons 
 

Do you know anybody who may be interested 
in learning to play bridge?  
Online lessons began February 27. Players 
may watch the lessons live on Zoom or watch 
the recording when they have time. Practice is 
conducted live on our RealBridge platform. 
Please email for more details. 
New players may join in Week 2 if they have 
played 500 or another similar card game 
before. For More details please email  
info@learnbridgeinsydney.com.au 
 

 

A multi–Saturday Tournament in March, at 
both RB/EL venues, graded, best 3 out 4 
scores. 

 
 

Congress NSBC RB Swiss Teams 12/Mar 
 

 
 

 

Congress NSBC @ EL – Swiss Pairs 26/Mar 

 

 

mailto:info@learnbridgeinsydney.com.au
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♦️ BM – Careful Planning 

 
Brent Manley 

This Challenge hand was 
adapted from a Brent 
Manley article “Make them 
Pay2”. Sourced from the 
ACBL Bridge feed website  

 
 

2♦ = Showing at least 5-5 in the majors. 

The auction had some points of interest apart 

from West’s bid showing the majors, very 

helpful information for declarer.  

South’s pass, followed by 3♦, promised extras: 

He would have bid 3♦ at his second turn with 

fewer values. South also judged that a 

vulnerable game or slam was more promising 

than a penalty from 2♥ doubled. After that 

start, the partnership was forced to game. 

Control bidding followed, and once South 

confirmed a club control, North ended the 

auction by leaping to 6♦. 

West led the ♣K.  

T1 West led the ♣K, you took this with the 

♣A in hand. 

T2 You then led a low trump ♦7 toward the 

♦A. You were shocked by West’s heart 

discard & Easts long 5 Trump holding.  

How will you make 12 tricks on this deal? 

Solution 

Undaunted by the bad trump break, declarer 

saw that he could make 12 tricks provided 

West had exactly five spades headed by the 

jack. 

 

T2 You won the ♦A on the table. 

T3 You continued with the ♦4, east the ♦3 

and ♦8 winning in hand.  

T4 You then cashed the ♦K of trumps 

T5 You then followed by the cash of the ♠A.  

T6 You then he led a low spade ♠8 and, 

playing with the odds when West 

followed low, finessed the ♠T.as East 

followed with the ♠6.  

T7 You continued with the ♠K. East saw 

that ruffing it would allow the contract to 

make easily (declarer could overruff, 

draw trumps and claim 12 tricks). So, he 

threw a heart ♥3, and so did you from 

your hand ♥5.  

T8 Next came the ♠Q, again eliciting heart 

discards from East ♥6 and also from you 

♥Q.  

T9 You then cashed the ♥A, East threw a 

club discard ♣4  and your hand ♣8.  

T10 You then led a heart ♥2 and ruffed in 

hand with the ♦9 

T11 You then and exited with your club loser 

♣T to Wests ♣K. 

T12  East was reduced to the ♦J6, while you 

still held the ♦QT over him. You made 

the last two tricks and brought your 

contract home.  

 

The full deal: 

https://www.acbl.org/make-them-pay-2/
https://www.acbl.org/make-them-pay-2/
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♦️ JB – Mixed Teams Playoff  

 
Joan Butts & 
Michael Courtney 

 
joan@joanbuttsbridge.
com 

2 more hands 

Mixed Teams Playoff 

Joan Butts reminisces on playing with our 
2022 Club Champion Michael Courtney at the 
Australian Mixed Team Championships. 
 
Hand 3. Board 29 Set 2 Quarter finals 
You, South, both vul, hold: 

 
 
Partner North opens 1NT passed to you: 

 
Do you have a bid to describe this hand?  
What would a transfer to diamonds and then a 
bid of 3♥ mean in your partnership? Do you 
have super-accepts to minor suit transfers all 
sewn up? Would you reach slam whether 
partner super-accepted or not? (Questions, 
questions…) 
 
What Happened? The Whole Hand: 

 
As you can see, the grand is possible in three 
strains…either minor, and 7NT. 

 
The playoff results were: 

3NT (N)  + 720 
6♦ (S)   + 1390 
6♦ (N)  + 1390 
3NT(N)  + 720 

 
My view: 
My partner, Michael Courtney, who uses a lot 
of judgement in his hand evaluation, calling it 
“plastic evaluation”, decided NOT to open the 
north hand 1NT. This is not mainstream, as it’s 
a balanced 15-point hand. But we play four 
card suits, and Michael, with his two very good 
suits, he decided it was a “suit hand”. He 
opened 1♥, and over my natural 2♦ response, 
raised to 3♦ (still not liking his small doubleton 
spade for no trumps).  I used Keycard 
(probably a gross overbid) and bid 6♦ over his 
“two without the ♦Q” key 
card response. 
Our bidding: 

 
 
How would you have reached the slam via a 
1NT opening? I think a transfer to diamonds is 
normal, but partner wouldn’t super accept with 
♦T64 would they? Over the transfer, 3♥ should 
be a splinter. Is that good news for opener? 
At the other table where 6♦ was reached, their 
bidding proceeded as suggested:  
1NT p 2NT (transfer to diamonds) p 3♦ p 3♥ 
(splinter). Over the splinter their partner raised 
to 4♥ (hopefully a cue agreeing diamonds, not 
natural). Blackwood was next followed by 6♦. 
 
The two tables who missed slam were not 
excited to hear the transfer to diamonds, and 
signed off in 3NT. Understandably no-one 
found the grand (missing the ♦Q). 
 

mailto:joan@joanbuttsbridge.com
mailto:joan@joanbuttsbridge.com
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Hand 4. Board 19 Set 4 Quarter finals 
You, South, dealer, EW vul, hold: 

 
What’s the best opening bid? 
 
3♣ is wimpy, 3NT better, and 4♣ or 5♣ seem 
best. What Happened: 
Our Bidding: 

 
 
The Whole Hand: 

As you can see, 7♦ and 6♥ are possible. The 
playoff results were: 
 

6♥ (E)  - 1430 
6♥ (E)  - 1430 
5♣X (S) - 300 
4♥(W)  - 680 

 
My view: I think 5♣ is the best opening.  
West will probably double for take-out, and 
East will bid 6♥.  
At our table, I’m embarrassed to say that I 
chose the worst (wimpy) opening of 3♣ and 
then broke a cardinal rule of pre-emptive 
bidding by coming in with 5♣ over the 
opponents’ 4♥. (Michael did show me club 
support). Strangely enough I was left there, 
doubled! (a totally undeserved good result). 

♦️ MAR/APR Advanced Courses 
 

Link to Website Advanced Teaching 

Anita 

Curtis 

Anita Curtis, has 

restarted “Develop 

your Skills”, 

“Gentle Hand 

Analysis” & 

Broaden your 

game  

 

 

https://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/already-playing-regularly
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♦️ JF – Slam or Game?  

JF – Hand Analysis 

 

Julian Foster (many times NSW 
representative) analysing (bidding 
& play) on an interesting hand 
from a club session.  Sourced SBC 
Wisdom articles. 

Slam-Game? 

 
This Board in a club game, was a NS hand 
with a decision about game or slam and 
whether to play in hearts or no-trumps. Plus, a 
tricky play problem in 4♥.  
 
The auction is likely to be uncontested NS and 
start. 

 
 
North now has the key decision. Obviously 
with 16 points opposite an opening bid they will 
bid to at least game. Are they strong enough to 
look for slam?  
 
Two tables did and both ended in 6♥ going off. 
I’d say no. Their 16hcp hand is very balanced 
and partner could only raise to 2♥. We have a 
lot of losers to do something with. Especially 
these days with people opening lighter and 
lighter. If partner is balanced they will be at 
most 14 points (with 15 they would have 
opened 1NT). That’s at most 30, not usually 
enough for slam (two balanced hands tend to 
need around 33 points to make slam).  
 
Even when partner is unbalanced we’ll need 
them to have perfect cards for us – something 

like ♠Kx ♥K10xx ♦x ♣AQxxxx. Slam is 

certainly possible but it’s not that likely.  
Second question is which game? 4♥ is 
obviously an option but when both hands are 
balanced, 3NT can be better. With 4333 shape 
North should bid 3NT next. This gives a good 
description of their hand and gives South the 
choice of games. North also has some points 
to spare which is important when considering 
playing 3NT with a known fit elsewhere (see 
advanced section for why).  
 
As South, being 4333 as well I would elect to 
pass 3NT. If I had had a doubleton I’d have 
converted to 4♥ though as a 4-4 fit will then 
usually play better (with a ruff in one hand 
being an extra trick).  
 
3NT by North will probably make 10 tricks on 
the likely spade lead by East. Declarer wins 
the 1st spade and takes a losing diamond 
finesse. Now declarer scores 2♠,4♥,2♦ and 2♣. 
If East leads a passive diamond, it might only 
be 9 tricks but it’s still easy to make 3NT.  
 
What about 4♥? On a spade lead it’ll be the 
same 10 tricks, the only difference being 
declarer draws trumps before finessing 
diamonds. But on the ♦T lead it’s much harder 
to make. There is a risk of declarer losing 2♠ 
and a trick in each minor. It can be done with 
an endplay though - see advanced section.  
Note that the passive diamond lead is better 
for the defence. This is often the case, 
especially when leading round to a hand 
known to be quite strong. So, should we be 
leading a diamond not a spade? I believe the 
answer depends what form of scoring we are 
playing.  
 
Playing imps (i.e., teams, butler and most 
Swiss pairs events), your primary objective is 
to try and beat the contract (because the 
difference in score between the contract 
making and going one off is enormous - 
overtricks don’t really matter). A spade lead is 
probably the most likely to set up tricks for the 
defence. But it’s also risky as it is leading 
round into a known strong hand.  
 
When playing match pointed pairs (i.e. most 
club sessions) it’s not the same – you are just 
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trying to outscore other pairs, it doesn’t 
whether the difference in score is 10 points or 
1100 points, you still only get 2 matchpoints for 
each pair you beat! This means beating the 
contract is actually not the most important 
aspect - you just don’t want to give a cheap 
trick away. Hence at pairs it tends to be better 
to lead passively and a diamond on this hand 
is a good example of that.  
Key points to note.  
 
• Balanced hands aren’t so great when 

considering slam. You need points and a 
source of tricks.  

• 4333 in both hands can often play better 
in NT even with a major suit fit (especially 
if you have more than minimum game 
values).  

• Prefer passive leads when playing 
matchpoints. Don’t give cheap tricks 
away.  

• A lot of defenders are too “active”. There 
are times for that, but frequently passive 
defence is best – then declarer has to do 
his own work!  

• It can sometimes be possible to avoid 
taking finesses and instead force the 
opponents to give tricks by end playing 
them (see advanced section).  

 
More advanced  
 
A 5-4 major fit should almost always play in the 
major and not in no-trumps (because 9 card 
trump fits are so much more powerful than 8). 
But sometimes when you have a 4-4 fit and 
two balanced hands, you may consider 
whether it is better to play in that or play 3NT.  
 
A lot of pairs try 3NT hoping to score the extra 
10 points (e.g., 630 instead of 620). Often that 
doesn’t work though because they forget that 
most of the time the 4-4 fit is worth a trick more 
(with the ability to ruff a loser in the other 
hand). So, you find you actually score 630 
instead of 650!  
 
There are two situations where that argument 
DOES work:  
a) When both hands are 4333 (now no ruffs 

are available in the 4-4 fit).  

b) When you have some extra points (e.g. 
you have 29-30 between the hands 
instead of 25-26). This means some of 
your additional cards are probably ♠Q and 
♠J instead of small spot cards. These may 
well now be high winners without needing 
to be ruffed. Hence you’ll make the same 
number of tricks as the suit contract and 
now you do score 660 instead of 650.  

 
In this hand, both apply so playing 3NT is 
definitely a feasible option.  
We saw 4♥ was easy to make on a spade 
lead. But what about on the ♦T lead? We 
would normally take the diamond finesse at 
trick one so West will be on lead a trick 2. I’ll 
look at two scenarios. In the first West either 
returns a diamond or the ♣Q. We have 9 tricks 
for sure (1♠,4♥,2♦,2♣). We draw trumps, cash 
any remaining top diamonds and top clubs and 
arrive at this position:  

 
Now we exit with the 3rd round of clubs leaving 
only the spade suit left to be played. If East 
had won the club, he would have to lead a 
spade into our AQ or give us a ruff and 
discard.  
As it happens on this hand West has to win the 
club, and he will lead a spade through us. But 
we simply cover his leading card (e.g. ♠8 ♠9 ♠J 
♠5). Once East wins that NOW he is endplayed 
to lead spades back or give us a ruff & discard. 
Both routes lead to 10 tricks. The critical thing 
is we have eliminated the diamonds and the 
other clubs by cashing our winners in those 
suits so the defence cannot safely exit to them.  
 
The 2nd scenario is harder - it’s where West 
switches to a spade through us at trick 2. We 
finesse and lose to the ♠J. East now exits 
passively again (see how annoying it is as 
declarer when the defence don’t give you 
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tricks?!). After drawing trumps we can make 4♥ 
but it’s very specific. We have to cash the 
♣AK, ♦AQ and reach the position below:  

 
Now we can either play ♠AQ which East wins 
but, because he only started with two clubs, he 
has no more clubs left and has to give us a ruff 
and discard to get rid of our club loser.  
 
Or we can cash the ♠A and exit our club. This 
time West wins and, because he has no more 
spades left, he has to give us a ruff and 
discard to get rid of our spade loser!  
 
Neither line of play is very realistic though as it 
requires both spade honours offside and both 
black suits 5-2. In practice you might well 
prefer just to take a second spade finesse!  
Julian Foster (many times NSW 
representative) 
 
 

 

 
 

Come and join us at East Lindfield or The 
Willis for Coffee, Cake and F2F Bridge or 
Cheese, Biscuits and Bridge, we have been 
hermits since our COVID lockdowns, let’s get 
out, play some bridge and socialise. 
 

 
 

♦️ Bridge Puzzle 8 
 
Solution - Open Challenge Hand 1 

– 

 

This article was 

derived from 

Bridgefeed, 

“Puzzle This no 8” 

 

You are playing an IMPS teams game.  

You reach 6NT. West leads the ♠J. What’s 

your plan to take 12 tricks? 

 

Preliminary Analysis 

You have 11 tricks on top:  

2♠+3♥+4♦+2♣, just 1 short 

Top Losers=None 

 

If you can get another trick in clubs, you’re 

home — but what’s the right way to tackle the 

suit? 

 

It may look right to simply play a low club 

toward your hand to finesse the ♣J.  

Many would even be tempted to play the ♣A 

first and then take the finesse. These players 

reason that even if the finesse loses, the suit 

may break 3–2, allowing declarer to score 

three tricks in the suit. On this layout, however, 

that plan would be disastrous. Was this play 

unlucky or inferior?  

The answer: inferior. 

 

https://www.acbl.org/puzzle-this-3/
https://www.acbl.org/puzzle-this-3/


2023 NSBC March Open Hands Open Hands      

 

 

There is a way to guarantee three club tricks 

regardless of the layout of the suit. With this 

particular holding,  

 

 A–9–x–x opposite K–J–x–x,  

 

Solution: 

 

T1 The right play (a safety play) is to start by 

cashing the ♣K in hand. Leaving a ♣ 

honour card still in each hand. 

T2 If both opponents follow, play a low club 

♣4 toward dummy, intending to play the 

♣9 if West plays low. 

 

 
 

What if West has the singleton and East has 

♣QJxx ? It makes no difference!  

 

T1 Start with the cashing of the ♣K. 

T2 Next, play a low club on the next round of 

the suit. If West shows out, go up with the 

♣A 

T3 Then play a low club back toward your 

♣J. East can take the ♣Q, but that’s all. 

 

♦️ JM – Modern Pre-empts 
 

 
John Mottram 

 
Our ex-president provides 
insights on bidding. 

Modern Day Pre-empting 

 
When I was first introduced to pre-emptive 
bidding many decades ago, it only applied to 
3-level opening bids (weak 2’s had yet to be 
invented). Some discipline was recommended 
when undertaking such bidding, in order to 
minimise the chances of a hefty penalty.  
 
The rule of 2 and 3 (see Google or  
Wikipedia) was usually applied. To illustrate 
the point, I quoted a hand last year (in a 
different context) where partner opened 5♣ 
and with 3 Aces I confidently bid 6♣. 
 
As bridge has developed since those days, 
both in theory and in practice, so too has pre-
emptive bidding and defence to such bidding. 
In particular, there appears to be a ‘no fear’ 
approach to opening at the 3 level. And it 
seems to me that this is truer in online rather 
than face to face sessions. In addition, the 
emphasis these days is to get into the action 
sooner rather than later. 
It is worth remembering that in 1st and 2nd 
seats one is pre-empting partner as well as 
opponents. If the range of pre-empter’s points 
and/or tricks is too wide, partner’s possible 
options will be unclear.  
 
With one of my partners,  

• our opening 3’s, apart from Clubs, follow 
the rule of 2 and 3.  

• If we have a weaker 3, we include it in 
our weak 2’s.  

An alternative is to pre-empt on the weaker 
3’s, and open at the 1 level on the stronger 3’s. 
 
In 3rd seat I would possibly only use the strong 
option. In 4th seat I would definitely only use 
the strong option. In both instances, partner 
may be able to envisage game even as a 
passed hand. 
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In defence, there are some general guidelines 
for bidding, including:  

• ‘Don’t pre-empt over a pre-empt’. 

• ‘Don’t attempt slams unless you can be 
certain’; ‘ 

• Make sure you and partner are agreed on 
the meaning of doubles.  

This latter applies to both sides. 
Because pre-empting is frequently successful, 
it remains part of the game, and should be 
treated with respect. In defence, don’t try and 
compete purely for the sake of it. Unless you 
have an obvious bid, you can leave it to 
partner to protect if appropriate. 
 
The following is a recent hand from a club on-
line session: I was north. 

 
East-West are a strong pair who relish action 
at the table. So, it was no surprise when West 

opened 3♥ on this weak, weak, hand.  
 
As North, I had to try and anticipate how the 
auction would proceed depending on my 
action. There would probably still be bidding at 
the 6 level.  
 

So, I went against my 2nd rule and bid 6♣.  
 

As expected, East bid 6♥, which was doubled.  
 

6♣ was making (1370),  

6♥X went 4 off for -1100. The par result 

(theoretically).  
 
Unfortunately for East-West, no other pair bid 

6♣. 
 
There must be a moral to this story! 

♦️ RK – Deals of Doom 
 

 
Rakesh Kumar 

NSBC Australia Day 
Weekend Swiss 

Pairs 2023 
More deals of doom … 

 

 
North Shore Bridge Club's Australia Day 
Weekend Online Swiss Pairs was held on 29 
January and had a strong turnout, with 48 
pairs in the Open section as well as 24 pairs in 

the Restricted section. After 7  8-board 
rounds (what a nice change from what has 

lately been the usual format of 6  9-board 
rounds!) the winners, by a fairly substantial 
margin, were Fraser Rew - Julian Foster. 
 

Before I show you some interesting deals from 
the day, here are 3 bidding problems for you. 
Firstly, you hold: 

 
With both sides vulnerable, partner opens 1♠ in 
second seat, RHO passes, and you bid 2♥, 
forcing to game and promising 5+ cards. 
Partner rebids 2♠. What will you bid now? If 
you choose 3♦, partner rebids 3NT. What 
then? 

 

Secondly, you are vulnerable, and your 
opponents are not. As dealer, your RHO opens 
3♣. This is your hand: 

 
 
What are you going to do? Would you do 
anything different if RHO had opened 4♣? 

 



2023 NSBC March Open Hands Open Hands      

 

And thirdly, you hold another quite strong hand 
with both red suits: 

 
Not vulnerable against opponents who are 
vulnerable, you decide to open your major suit 
first rather than attempting to reverse and rebid 
the hearts. LHO passes and partner responds 
3NT, promising 3-card support and a balanced 
(usually 4333) hand with 13-15 hcp. Your next 
action? 

 
There's some luck involved at Swiss Pairs 
because there is a significant directional 
element, but when you are fortunate enough to 
hold the cards it's mostly about hyper-
aggressive bidding and careful play, otherwise 
it's all about tight defence.  
 
However, there are days hyper-aggressive 
bidding doesn't pay off. Back in 2021, I wrote 
about the IBA Swiss Pairs, in the course of 
which the card gods offered up several "deals 
of doom" where the declaring side was always 
going to get into trouble – the only question 
being just how bad. There was no shortage of 
doomed contracts in this NSBC event! Most of 
them turned up in the afternoon and caused 
much movement up and down in the rankings. 
 
Here's the deal associated with the first 
problem: 

 

 
 
It's tempting for East to go slam-hunting and 7 
pairs did indeed end up in either 6♦ or 6NT, but 
these contracts do not fare well … 
interestingly, Fraser Rew - Julian Foster 
stayed well out of trouble after 1♠-2♥-2♠-3♦-
3NT-4NT-all pass. This contract just made. 
  
The second problem deal was a genuine "deal 
of doom" because after a pre-emptive opening 
by West, any contract by North-South goes 
down, while 3♣ is also unsuccessful. However, 
many Norths looked at their incredibly strong 
(not) spade suit and just couldn't resist bidding 
3♠, while some others doubled. The resultant 
game contracts all failed. 

 

 
 
Things were even more awkward when West 
started proceedings with 4♣. If North now got 
into the action with a double, the result was 
thoroughly disappointing. Life was simplest for 
North-South when West opened 5♣, because 
now a penalty double was the standout action 
– this happened 3 times. 
 
Once again, Julian Foster - Fraser Rew were 
among the few who showed restraint: in the 
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North seat, Fraser passed 3♣ and they turned 
a small profit. 
 
The third problem deal was cruel to the North-
South pairs who got to a reasonable-looking 
slam in hearts: 

 

 
 
Unfortunately, the typical result was that 
declarer lost a trick in each of the red suits and 
went one down. Just to be annoying, Bridge 
Solver demonstrates that it is possible to make 
6♥ even after a club opening lead takes out 
one of dummy's two entries. The successful 
line involves playing ace and another heart, 
winning the spade return in dummy, taking a 
diamond finesse and cashing two more top 

diamonds, then ruffing out the Q with 
dummy's last remaining trump. Not in the real 
world … 
 

 

 
Can you think of anyone who would benefit 
from playing bridge in a relaxed environment, 
where they can ask questions, won’t get into 
trouble for doing the wrong thing?  If so, we 
are inviting you to bring that friend along to one 
of our Supervised Sessions, you will partner 
them and help them develop their skills and 
confidence to play in a Club duplicate game. 

 

Link to Website Teaching Basics  

 

 
Jessica Brake 

Jessica Brake will 

restart lessons later in 

the year.  

 

Wedding Plans! 

 

♦️Upcoming NSBC Congresses 

 
Sunday 12 March: Online Teams  
 

 
 

 
 
Sunday 26 March: F2F Swiss Pairs @ EL 
 

 

https://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/building-your-basic-skills
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Sunday 26 April: Online Swiss Pairs 

 
 

 
 

♦️ Thursday Comp Night –Q1 2023 
 
The current competition Night Event is the 
Mixed Pairs  

 
 

A further 1 week break for the Tasmanian 
Bridge Festival, then: 

 
 
 

 
 
A further 1 week break for the Autumn 
Nationals in Adelaide. 
 

 
 

 


