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Important Message to all Members

As part of the merger with Lindfield Bowling Club, all NSBC
Members need to become members of Lindfield Bowling &
Bridge Club.  Because LB&BC is a Licensed Club, the
rules require you to sign an application form. 

We have made the process as simple as possible - but we
do need you to do your bit.  So please, please, please
when you get an email from Sharon Thompson via Adobe
Acrobat Sign - please open in and do the 4 clicks to sign
your membership form.  If you do it straight away, we won’t
bother you again - if you don’t act, we will annoy you every
second day.

If you don’t join, you will not be entitled to vote on any
LB&BC Clubs matters and you will have to re-sign up in
January 2027.  So literally 10 seconds when you receive
the email will save you (and us) heaps of hassle down the
track.

MyAccount

This system gives you a view of your charges and deposits
on our PrePay  System - we have put you in charge. If you
are one of the 350 members on Auto Topup - we love you,
this makes our lives so much simpler.  

To access go to www.myaccountnsbc.com - don’t know
your password. 

Click “forgot my password” and follow prompts.

This system is Step 1 in automation and the only place we
know of left to trim costs.  If you have not logged in, please
do so and familiarise yourself with it all. Customise your
notifications or even better set up an Auto Top Up.  If
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technology is not your thing?  Call Sue on 0416 290 867
and she will set you up in less than a minute.

Share the love of Bridge - next beginner class starts soon

Our beginner bridge programs get rave reviews, please
encourage your friends to take up the game or at least give
it a go.  Please pick up a flyer at The Willis or East
Lindfield or forward on these details. 

Our next Class with Garry Viner starts on Saturday 14th
February at East Lindfield

Starts 9:30am – Finishes around 11:30am

Click here to enroll

FROM THE PRESIDENT

February 2026 Newsletter – Already Exhausted
(In a Good Way)

Wow. It’s February already… and somehow we’re all
completely exhausted. Who approved January being this
long?

Behind the scenes, your Committee and volunteers have
hit the ground running, and I wanted to give you a
snapshot of just how much is happening.

• Jo is knee-deep (possibly waist-deep) in getting
the 2025 financials ship-shape for audit. No small task
– thank you, Jo.

• Mike and Gary are busy finalising bridge plans for the
year ahead. 
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• Jenny and her crack team of sponsorship
warriors are working hard to get our events
sponsored. If persistence earned masterpoints, they’d
all be Grand Masters by now.

• Robyn is about to get a new hip – we wish you a very
speedy recovery, Robyn. We’ll keep the chair warm.

• Terry is bravely stepping into an additional volunteer
role as Honorary Secretary of the new Lindfield
Bowling & Bridge Club. Thank you for putting your
hand up for this – hugely appreciated.  As well as all
his other Transition Tasks.

• Peter is meeting with Councils, exploring funding
opportunities for all the great ideas he has for our
future shared home. Watch this space. Plus he is
getting really really excited.

• Russell is working closely with Mike on KPIs and staff
incentive schemes – no easy task, but an important
one.  He is learning about McCutcheon trophies and
ABF awards. And keeping you all informed with the
Newsletter.

So… who does that leave?

Oh, just me 
I’m knee-deep in transition tasks – sharing ideas with the
Bowling Club, working through system integrations,
combining websites (goodbye duplication costs ), and
generally making sure the merger is smooth and sensible.
Our Bowling Club partners have been just as busy, and it’s
been great working together.  It really is a true
“partnership” and I am really excited about the
opportunities for us all.

Membership Renewals – A Big Thank You
I really want to share the success of our Membership
Renewal Campaign.

If you have Auto Top-Up enabled – you are
absolute legends. You saved us a huge amount of admin
time, and yes, this will be remembered.

If you paid your membership promptly and had your
account in credit when memberships were processed –
you’re legends too. We love you.

Thanks to the new systems (and your cooperation), Sue
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only spent two weeks chasing overdue accounts instead
of the usual two and a half months.
No exaggeration – that’s normally what Sue does from
January to March: chasing money owed.

This isn’t about naming or shaming anyone. It’s about
showing how, together, we keep our costs down.

A quick reality check:

• Every low-balance SMS costs the club 6 cents

• Ignore it for two weeks and we send several SMS's

• Multiply that by 1,500 members… and suddenly
we���re buying a lot fewer biscuits

If you’re on Auto Top-Up:

• No SMS reminders

• No admin chasing

• No extra cost to the club

Is it secure? Yes.
Australia has very strict rules around credit card storage.
NSBC does not store your card details. The bank
confirms your card is valid and gives us a meaningless
“gobbledygook” number – that’s all we ever see.

Even if the system were hacked, the worst anyone could
do is top up your PrePay account. No shopping sprees,
no Caribbean holidays.

If you’re not on Auto Top-Up yet:

• Sue can set it up for you in under a minute

• Or you can do it yourself via MyAccount:
https://myaccountnsbc.com/

Lindfield Bowling & Bridge Club Membership

Yes… this is the necessary administrative evil of
merging with a licensed club.

I pre-completed the forms for you (which helpfully
prompted some detail updates – thank you!).
If you haven’t signed yet, please search your inbox (or junk
folder) for an email from: Sharon Thompson via Adobe
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Acrobat Sign. Email address is
adobesign@adobesign.com

It is not spam.  It is your acceptance of membership to the
new Lindfield Bowling & Bridge Club.

Without this membership, you won’t be able to vote at the
LB&BC AGM in October.

If you genuinely can’t find the email but are happy to join,
just email me giving approval for me to sign on your behalf
and I’ll happily do it. I would love to tick this one off my
transition to-do list.

That’s all from me for February. I hope you had a fabulous
January, shook off the holiday rust, and are setting some
shiny new bridge goals for 2026.

See you at the tables,
Shaz Thompson
President

OUR MEMBERS OUR CLUB

Recently the Australian Bridge Federation recognised
players in each Masterpoint Rank – from the top, a
combination of Gold and Silver Grand Masters, to
intermediate ranks, to Rookie and down to Nil.

The McCutcheon award dates back to the seventies at
which time only the “Player of the Year” was
recognised. The McCutcheon awards are named after
George McCutcheon, who was a prominent member of the
Bridge community in the 1950’s -70’s.

George McCutcheon graduated in Medicine from the
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Aberdeen University in Scotland and migrated to Australia
in the 1950’s. He was a keen Bridge player and after
immigrating had a profound influence on the organization
of Bridge in Queensland and Australia. Dr. McCutcheon
was responsible for the introduction of a Masterpoint
scheme in Queensland and played a significant role in the
establishment of the National Masterpoint arrangements.
He also saw the need for a major congress in Queensland
that would attract players from the rest of Australia and
overseas, a vision that resulted in the organization of the
Gold Coast Congress.

The McCutcheon awards are quite simply calculated on
the number of Masterpoints accumulated individually in the
12-month period from January to December and are
identified in early January the following year. It is clear
looking at the results that those players who consistently
play in Red Point and Gold Point Events score very highly.
This year the highest Masterpoint earner was Pauline
Gumby who also gained the distinction of becoming the
first Diamond Grand Master and won a massive 504.01
Masterpoints in the 12-month period. One of her partners
Warren Lazer won 499.9 Masterpoints and these players
are in a different stratosphere to your humble Editor.

In this year’s McCutcheon Awards a number of NSBC
players held very high positions

Patrick Jiang was first in the Bronze Life Section

Meera Kudva was first in the Bronze Regional Section

Criag Becconsall was first in Silver Local

Paul Birkby and Debra Birkby were second and third
respectively in the Regional Section 

Jenny Clarke was 5th in the Local Section

There many other members who did well and achieved a
high status. I collated a list of various NSBC members who
finished in the top 20 nationally which must be seen as an
outstanding accomplishment.
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I caught up with one of NSBC players
who finished fifth in her division, Jenny
Clarke, a relative new-comer to our
Bridge ranks joining in 2023 and who
built in 2025 a record of 41.8
Masterpoints in the Local Division over
the 12 month period - in one of the
most competitive of sections, given
the number of players (see below for
the breakup of players into ABF
Ranks).

Jenny’s points are largely made up of
Green Points and we know how
difficult it is to build Green Points, so a
great outcome.
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Jenny began her Bridge life initially
undertaking Bridge lessons at TNSBC
just before Covid. During Covid I was
transferred to Singapore for work – I
was a Tax Partner at KPMG and there
was no bridge to play there at that
time.
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I had an affinity with playing cards through my family – we
often played 500, so this gave me an understanding of
card feel and a general understanding of how to play
cards. I took up Bridge on a consistent basis when I retired
about 2 years ago. Started playing Bridge regularly with my
mother at Turramurra – a great mutual interest for us.
Bridge then became an indispensable part of Jenny’s life.

I have made many friends who also love the complexity
and challenge of Bridge. I play regularly with these friends
as well as with my mother and my sister who is also a
member of NSBC. With these friends I have started to play
in tournaments/events/congresses at other places in the
state, making these outings, with a Bridge focus, a fun and
enjoyable getaway.

I prefer playing Face to Face because of the direct
interaction you have with people.

Whilst I think I have a good card sense. I am at the
beginning of my Bridge journey and still need to learn
some of the conventions of Bridge and generally continue
to improve.

I play three times a week but am looking to build that to 4
times a week this year. I still attend the Rookie sessions
run on an evening on Monday nights, by Jenny Barnes.
She is a great teacher who gives a lesson prior to our
playing, constantly expanding and growing my knowledge
of the game.

Jenny, Patrick, Meera, Craig and all the other NSBC
players on the list are to be congratulated on their
achievements over the last 12 months – well done all
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MAJOR RESULTS

There were several major events held in January, starting
with the

2026 Summer Online Teams Congress

The winners of this Event were:

Winner: Team Speiser - Ron Speiser, Andrew Peake,
Tania Lloyd & Hugh Grosvenor

Second: Team Andrew - Jake Andrew, Rakesh Kumar,
Anthony Burke & Phil Gue

Third:     Team Emul - Cevat Emul, Colin Clifford, Nick
Hughes & Nicoleta Giura

Best Intermediate team was:

Team Lai - Duncan Lai, Aaron Poon, Noah Klugman &
Clive Klugman

Then followed the Summer Online Pairs Championship

The winners of this Event were

Open

Winners: Andrew Peake and Giselle Mundell

Second:   Anthony Burke and Phil Gue

Third:       Peter Gill and Rob Ward
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Intermediate

Winners: Kit Meyers and Kerry Rymer

Second:   Jean Hydleman and Ralph Edwards

Restricted

Winners:  Russell Spear and Jo Ampherlaw

Second:    Mark Bloxham and Owen Aubrey

Rookie: Kym Hooper and Lis Sexton

On the Australia Day Weekend there was another all-day
online event for both Open and Intermediate/Restricted/
Rookie players which attracted large fields and where high
monetary prizes were awarded - The Australia Day
Online Swiss Pairs

The winners were

Open

Winners: Elli Urbach and Kevin Davies

Second:   Heath Henn and Alex Kemeny

Third:        Kenneth Christiansen and Ron Speiser

Intermediate 

Winners: Craig Mietzke and Christine Hanley

Second:    Tony Abbott and Neil Williams

Restricted

Winner: Lily D'Ambrosio and Shannon Queree
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Intermediate, Restricted & Rookie Summer Swiss Pairs
Congress
Sunday 15th February - All Day
NSBC Sunday | Pairs | Online | Red Masterpoints
Click here to enter via MyABF

Open Summer Swiss Pairs Congress
Sunday 15th February - All Day
NSBC Sunday | Pairs | Online | Red Masterpoints
Click here to enter via MyABF

GNOT (DIRECT QUALIFIER METRO+)
Thursday Nights, starting 19:00-21:30 Thursday,19th
February, 26th February, 5th March, 12th March & 26th
March
NSBC Thursday Nights | Teams | Online | Red Masterpoints
Click here to enter via MyABF

Monthly Winners Tournament
Friday 20th March 10:00- 17:00
NSBC Friday All Day | Pairs | F2F |Entry by Invitation

NSBC Kieser Intermediate, Restricted & Rookie Swiss
Pairs Event
Sunday 5th April 10:00-17:00
NSBC Sunday All Day | Pairs | F2F | Red Masterpoints
Click here to enter via MyABF
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NSBC Kieser Swiss Open Pairs Event
Sunday 5th April 10:00-17:00
NSBC Sunday | Pairs | F2F | Red Masterpoints
Click here to enter via MyABF

LESSONS

Introduction to Bridge

2 Hour lessons held each Saturday

Practice Session at East Lindfield each Monday evening
from 19:00 - 21:00

Course note provided

Teacher support throughout 

With Gary Viner at East Lindfield

Starting Saturday 14th February 09:30-11:30

Click Here to enroll

Will Jenner-O'Shea

On-Line with Will

Fundamental Bidding Tips

19th February 09:30 - Attend Live - Watch Recording -
Practice - No Expiry

The Fundamental principles of normal bidding. New suits
are forcing, old suits are passable. When to Jump and
when not to.
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Price $17 per lesson (if purchased prior to the lesson and
is a NSBC Member only offer), $17 will be charged to your
PP Account on the day that the lesson takes place.

To Purchase this lesson.  Click Here

On-Line with Will

Responding 1NT and what to do next

26th February 09:30 - Attend Live - Watch Recording -
Practice - No Expiry

The Dreaded 1NT response. What Opener and Responder
should do next to get to the best contract.

Price $17 per lesson (if purchased prior to the lesson and
is a NSBC Member only offer), $17 will be charged to your
PP Account on the day that the lesson takes place.

To Purchase this Lesson. Click Here

On-Line with Will

Double, Overcall, 1NT or Pass

Thursday 5 March 09:30 - 11:30

This lesson is about Which competitive bidding tool should
you use if you have a choice of more than one. Is an
Overcall or a Double a better description of your suits and
points. When to overcall 1NT and when not to.

Price $17 per lesson (if purchased prior to the lesson and
is a NSBC Member only offer), $17 will be charged to your
PP Account on the day that the lesson takes place.

To Purchase this lesson.  Click Here
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Wills Workshop

Commonly Misunderstood Auctions, And How to get
them right

Friday 6th March at East Lindfield starting at 09:30 - all day
session

Defining Which Jumps Are Strong And Weak
How Many Cards And How Many Points
Identifying When Conventions Apply, And Don’t

Click Here to register

On-Line with Will

Responding to a Double

Thursday 12th March at 09:30 - 11:30

The Fundamental principles of normal bidding. New suits
are forcing, old suits are passable. When to Jump and
when not to.

Price $17 per lesson (if purchased prior to the lesson and
is a NSBC Member only offer), $17 will be charged to your
PP Account on the day that the lesson takes place.

To Purchase this Lesson. Click Here

On-Line with Will

Checkback part 1: Simple Checkback

The Fundamental principles of normal bidding. New suits
are forcing, old suits are passable. When to Jump and
when not to.

Price $17 per lesson (if purchased prior to the lesson and
is a NSBC Member only offer), $17 will be charged to your
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PP Account on the day that the lesson takes place.

Price $17 per lesson (if purchased prior to the lesson and
is a NSBC Member only offer), $17 will be charged to your
PP Account on the day that the lesson takes place.

To Purchase this Lesson. Click Here

DEAR DIRECTOR

My tip for this month. When you sit down at the bridge
table or virtual table and you are playing against someone
who you deem better than you. Try not to be nervous, or
say “oh no we're playing against you!” Often players will
get intimidated and not play their normal game. So just try
to relax and have fun.

Board 12 Thursday East
Lindfield Open F2F. There
were lots of weird and
wonderful scores around the
room. I was asked about
this hand quite a few times
too. This is not a game force
hand so don't open 2 Clubs.
As South just open 1 Club.
If you are lucky opps may
come in with an unusual
2NT bid, showing 5
diamonds and 5 hearts. On
this hand that is how I would
have liked the bidding to go
but it didn’t turn out that way
at my table! I opened 1 Club
and E/W were silent.

My partner (I had not played with before) called 1 Spade. I
got excited and we ended up in 3NT for not a bottom but a
bad score. What I prefer is for my partner to call 2 Spades
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which says I have 6 Spades but less than 5 HCP. I would
then pass for a very good score. It doesn’t make but it
doesn’t go off nearly as much as 3NT or 5 Clubs X Of
course this is by partnership agreement

Board 3 Real Bridge (Open)
02/01/2026

On this hand, South opens
the bidding 1D, North
responds 1 Heart and South
calls 2 Diamonds, Pass,
Pass - and now East comes
in with a Takeout Double.
West calls 2 Spades, North
is happy to compete to 3
Diamonds with a nine card
fit. East with a great hand
calls 3 Spades. Now South
called 4 Diamonds (I don’t
like this bid at all). You have
pushed them to the 3 level
don’t bid your hand again
you have a minimum hand.
Yes 4 Spades does make
but it is unlikely the opps are
going to get to game only 1
pair did. 4 Diamonds X is a
great score for East West.

ASK GARY

Pre-Alerting!

Pre-Alerts are distinct from standard Alerts. When playing
a system or convention that may be unexpected for
opponents during either the auction or play, it is necessary
to pre-alert them at the beginning of each round.

In Australia, Standard (including its extension, 2/1) is the
predominant system taught and played. If you employ an
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alternative system—such as Precision, ACOL, Big Club,
Polish Club, or similar—you must inform your opponents at
the start of every round. This allows opponents to agree on
their preferred defensive style prior to the auction.

Moreover, playing a convention that could surprise your
opponents during bidding without offering a pre-alert at the
start of each round is considered unethical. Within the
Standard system, a 2C opening is regarded as strong and
typically requires an Alert. If opponents later discover that
your 2C opening was weak for both majors and were not
given adequate time to discuss their defense, the director
may assign an adjusted score. While playing 2C as weak
in both majors is permissible, opponents must receive a
pre-alert to appropriately prepare their response.

If you wish to know more about the rules about alerting,
you can find them here.

http://abfevents.com.au/events/tournregs/
ABFAlertRegs2017.pdf

Happy Bridging
Gary,

MONTHLY WINNERS

Congratulations to the following players who were the
overall Monthly Winners for their session.

EAST LINDFIELD
Monday 10.00 AM Rookie MONICA OLAVE / HELEN

CAMPLING
Monday 1.00 PM Open JANET CROCKER / PETER

MARSHALL
Monday 7.00 PM Rookie ALEDIS KEDWELL / DAVID

KEDWELL
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Tuesday 1.30 PM Rookie LOUISE REID / YEUNG
CHEUNG

Wednesday 10.00 AM Open PETER TAYLOR / ANNE
TAYLOR

Wednesday 10.00 AM Rookie
Thursday 9.45 AM Rookie JEANETTE CAO / JASON

SEARLE
Thursday 9.45 AM Supervised SAM SHERIFF / SEETHA

SHERIFF
Thursday 1.00 PM Open BEN POON / PETER POON
Saturday 1.00 PM Open MARLAINE GAHAN / HELEN

STEWART
Saturday 9.30 AM Supervised GRANT BOWDEN /

HOWARD WIGHAM
THE WILLIS

Monday 1.15 PM Rookie ANNE PERKOWSKI / KATE
MALLET

Tuesday 12.15 PM Open GWEN CORDINGLEY / LIDIA
PUNTURIERO

Wednesday 9.30 AM Supervised ISABELLA LEWIS / JEFF
LEWIS

Wednesday STEPHEN SHARP / JANET CROCKER
ONLINE

Mon 10.00 am Open SUSAN FEENEY / FELIX
SHTEYMAN

Mon 1.30 pm Open ROSLYN HOWES / TONY HOWES
Mon 2.00 pm Rookie PETA MCELHONE / MARINA

CLARK
Tue 1.30 pm Open ARLENE NORMAND / VERA

ROWLAND
Tue 2.00 pm Rookie DONALD CHISHOLM / CHRIS

LEWIS
Tue 7.00 pm Restricted STELLA JANSEN / MARINA
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SHTEYMAN
Wed 1.30 pm Open LIZ WILKINSON / JOHN SCOTFORD
Wed 2.00 pm Rookie ROSE BRAUDE / TRICIA HIGGINS

Wed 7.00 pm Open STEVEN BOCK / KEVIN DAVIES
Thu 1.30 pm Open DONALD CARTWRIGHT /MARGARET

GIDLEY-BAIRD
Thu 1.30 pm Restricted DENISE REILLY / DAVID BOYLE

Fri 1.30 pm Open ALICIA MERCER / CAROL
MCMURRAY

Sat 1.30 pm Open LIZ WILKINSON / PATRICK NEARY

MASTERPOINT PROMOTIONS

Congratulations to the following members on their
promotions.

Kerry Boytell to Gold Life Master
Lydia Gibbs to Gold Life Master

Donald Cartwright to Silver Life Master
Regina Feiler to Bronze Life Master

Ralph Edwards to Bronze Life Master
Alex Kemeny to Bronze Life Master

Hui Li to Bronze Life Master
Debra Birkby to National Master
Paul Birkby to National Master

David Craig to Bronze State Master
Vibeke Faurby to State Master
Maree Williams to State Master

Arlene Normand to Bronze Regional Master
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Peter Napier to Bronze Regional Master
Stephen Sharp to Regional Master

Marcus Dudley to Silver Local Master
John Leathart to Silver Local Master
Anne Bissaker to Silver Local Master

Lynda Ackroyd to Bronze Local Master
Lyn Solomon to Bronze Local Master

Monica Olave to Local Master
Jennifer Corrigan to Local Master

Kate McRae to Local Master
Grant Bowden to Club Master
Emma Stein to Club Master

Maureen Curtis to Club Master
Anne O'Driscoll to Graduate Master
Helen Campling to Graduate Master

Virginia Dowling to Silver Local Master
Nicky O'Brien to Bronze Local Master

Lois Hamlin Lewis to Local Master
Jason Searle to Club Master
Ronald Bird to Club Master
Emma Stein to Club Master

Fiona Dawson to Graduate Master
Rositta Lee to Graduate Master

Howard Wigham to Graduate Master

NEW MEMBERS

A warm welcome to our new members this month.
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Lynda Ackroyd - Naremburn
Bev Barton - St Ives

Viktoriya Butler - Wahroonga
Sarita Chand - South Turramurra

Howard Coleman - St Ives
Michelle Crowe - Avalon Beach

Marcus Dudley - Te Puke
Margie Gauld - Pymble

Lynn Gough - Greenwich
Heath Henn - Potts Point

Avril Jacobson - Rose Bay
Sue Koschade - Melbourne
Peter Maiden - Willoughby
Tricia Meers - Wahroonga

Jeanette O'Brien - Northbridge
Lisa Rush - Seaforth

John Russell - Petersham
Karin Schulz - Frenchs Forest
Judy Szwarc - Bondi Junction
Lindsay Tobin - North Rocks
Michael Waterlow - Avalon

Maree Williams - Sandringham
Paul Francis Woods - Corrimal
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