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We have added a Restricted-Rookie section for the

Christmas lunch on 28th November. \When placing an entry
lease (R) after your name if appropriate. To register for

I_r|1e Christmas Event on the 5th December - Please Click
ere

The Christmas lunch on the 5th December is sold out.

Wills Online Lessons.

These are proving extremely popular with high attendance.
Please see LESSONS (below? to see what is covered
each Thursday until the end of December. Please note - if
you can't attend a lesson you can still ?et the recording of
it and then work through them at your leisure.

Melbourne Cup Fun Day

Bridge and Lunch Tuesday, 04 Nov 25, 10:00am for
10.30am Start. Come to East Lindfield at 10:00am for a
day of bridge and fun. Best Hat prize, lots of sweeps and
some spot prizes. Bring a plate to share. Drinks provided.
No entry required just come along.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Congratulations to all members who did well at the Spring
Nationals.

It's been another strong month for our Club, and I'm
delighted to report positive news across the board. East
Lindtield continues to grow, The Willis is steady, and—very
leasingly—there has been no decline in Online Bridge.
hank you to everyone for your continued support; your
participation is what keeps our Club vibrant and thriving.
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Merger Discussions

Yes... the merger talks with East Lindfield are still ongoing
(collective S|gh1. While the pace is slower than any of us
would choose, | continue to believe that this is a once-in-a-
generation opportunity. It may never present itself again,
and for that reason, | am staying the course and remaining
patient—mostly.

We have now confirmed our Members’ Information
Session:

e Friday 7th November at 10am
e East Lindfield & via Internet Meeting Link (like Zoom)

e Followed by a Special Red Point 24-board session —
| encourage you to attend, ask questions, and then
stay and play. If you have not received your information
;%ack, please contact Mike or Sue and they will resend
It.

Launch of MyAccount - Putting You in Control

The launch of MyAccount has been a great success, and |
want to thank thé 60% of PrePay members who have
already logged in. A few of you had challenges (yes, m%/
choice of an overly creative password generator did no
help—my apologiés), but the benefits are already evident.

e You can now manage your own PrePay account
notifications.

e You can set up an automated top-up so you never
go into the red again.

e And if you're not set up yet — just call Sue or me. We
can do the whole thing for you over the phone,
including the auto top-up.

MyAccount is the start of automating our financial
processes. For automation to be worthwhile,we need 80%
of members paying through MyAccount. This is not
mandatory, but 'want you to understand the upside:

e If you pay via bank transfer or the website, we cannot
automate it due to incorrect references and manual
reconciliation.

e Automation saves time, reduces admin, and lowers our
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operating costs.

Why This Matters

ABF fees are going up each year. Living costs are rising.
Wages will increase. By streamlining now, we can absorb
these costs and avoid raising member fees. This is how
you can play a part in keeping bridge affordable for
everyone.

Not on PrePay Yet?

There are only 48 members not yet on our PrePay
system. If you're one of them, please let Sue or Mike know
and they will set you up. If you ever choose to leave the
Club, we will refund any crédit balance — so nothing is lost.
PrePay saves you time, saves the Director time, saves
Mike time... which ultimately saves the Club money.

Christmas Lunches

Our Christmas lunches are coming up quickly — one is
already full, and Mike has added a Rookie/Restricted
section to the other event to make sure everyone can take
part. Please book early so you don’t miss out’— these are
aIways highlights of the year. Click here to reserve your
place.

WhatsApp Partnership Program

Our WhatsApp Partnership Groups are going great guns!
| am so proud of many of you who have embraced the new
system and are reg|ularly Inding partners with ease. If you
haven’t joined yet, 1 strongly encourage you to do so.

e |t is self-graded (so you're only matched with your
standard).

e You can mute the group if you don’t want notifications.

e You never know — someone you’'d /ove to play with
]gnlgr'mt be looking for a partner at the same time you are
ree!
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For more information and to join, visit:

https://www.northshore.bridge-club.org/contact/

Wﬁatsapp_;oartnersn||c_>_groups

M})ll: Opén’it on your phone Tor direct access to the
hatsApp links.

In Closing

That’s all from me for now. | hope to see you at the
Information Session, the EGM, or one of our Christmas
Lunches. Thank you for your continued trust, enthusiasm
and participation. By wor mg together, we are ensuring the
strength and sustainability of our Club for many years o
come.

OUR MEMBERS OUR CLUB

This month’s conversation was with

SBC member Sophie Ashton, one of
the highest ranked Bridge Players in
Australia and the first woman 1o
represent Australia since Pauline
Gumby in 2007 (see Footnote 1.
below), in the Australian Open Team
at the Asia Pacific Bridge Federation
Championships in China in May and
later the Bermuda Bowl in August. Our
conversation took place via video as
Sophie resides and works in
Goulburn.

From a young age Sophie says numbers came naturally to

her and remembers doing her mums “stolen” logic
roblems under bedclothes until late at night at the age of
. Her family played a lot of games and various card
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ames, but Sophie’s background in bridge didn’t start until

er late teens on a trip with her father to- South America.
On the trip her father taught her two- handed Brlcll\?e,
where one player bids East/South and the other North/
West and on return Sophleiomed the University of Sydney
Bridge Club - at the age of 21, | attended my first Gold
Coast conference and met up with a really welcoming

youth group — and my first boyfriend.

Bridge then went into hibernation as she completed her
degree in Applied Mathematics, graduating with the
University Medal. Sophie then embarked on a career in
investment banking, working in Australia, Japan and
Englarl][d q[s a quantitative analyst and risk management
consultant.

Leaving investment banking, her entrepreneurial skill base
came to the fore and she started a medical centre hub in
Goulburn — we started it from scratch in 2016 — we had 2
doctors to start with and now we have nine GP’s and over
50 specialists, about 30 staff and it's very busy.

Sophie took up Bridge again in her late 20’s - | played with
people like Michael Wilkinson, who taught me a lot and |
also played with Peter Gill — | was very lucky, and | hate to
say it but it had to do with being a young female, in the
bridge world all the men are kind of happy to play bridge
with'you and give advice — and | probably showed some
Fotentlal and in some ways had more of an advantage
han if | had been a man.

| met my husband Sartaj (see Footnote 2. below) over a
bridge table — he’s just come back from playing in the HCL
(HCL International Bridge Championship in"India) where he
won, in a team of four, about $50K (US). Playing in those
International Events such as he and | have just done, in
the last few months is very exhausting — it's the intensity of
play and the intense focus required.

When asked why there are so few women at the top of
International Bridge playing, Sophie thought the answer
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could lie in the fact for the top players Bridge is their thing
— the top bridge players are bridge players. Even for Sariaj
— he and | work together at the health hub — at this years’
Christmas party he’'s going to get the award for always
being on holidays — because he’s playing bridge — for
women it's maybe too much of a risky path because
there’s not that much security in professional bridge.

To really commit your life to bridge is a risk — it's a big risk.
| also think there’s an element, that you know is changing
but culturally we haven’t brought up"-women with the belief
that they can play cards, do the maths as well as men or
think logically as 'well as men.

Sophie believes to become a good bridge player you have
to be single-minded about the game itself and women are
better and more focused on multi-tasking — for men bridge
is just bridge, bridge, bridge. It's much less common to find
a woman who is so single minded and focused. | also want
to have some kind of income that is a little more secure.
You're just not going to be the best bridge player in the
world if you're like that. For men though™— “no;, bridge is my
thing — that’s what | am going to do”.

Sophie has played professionally only once in a team for
Geeska Joel who is a regular brld%_sponsqr. | played in a
mixed team and played with Liam Milne. | did get paid but
my preference is not, I've got a good job which | e.njo%/. |
would always prefer to play in a good team that might win
where | don'’t get paid as opposed to playing professionally
in a team where I'm less likely to win.

| think | am a_good multitasker — when asked on
references Sophie was clear — they sometimes change
ut always family is first (Sophie and Sartaj have two

young daughters) — recently bridge moved’into second

Blaqe for the tournament period but usually it's family first,
usiness second and bridge third.

When speaking about playing in tournaments Sophie plays
two over one with her regular partner (where a response at
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the two level in a different suit is game forcing) but when
Playlng with a number of others such as Sartaj or Liam she
oves playing Precision (see Footnote 3. below)

Sophie thanks her husband for much of the skill she now

has — Sartaj is a much better player than me but he’s also
a very good coach — he has spent hours coachln% me —
he's the t¥8e of person who when he discovered bridge in
his early 20’s would spend 6 hours a day studying it- he’s
an exceptionally good declarer and only plays Precision

He didn’t get to represent Australia in the tournaments
Sophie has just played — no she said with cheeky grin — no
- | beat him 1n the play offs but he has done very'well
overseas in recent times at the US Nationals and in India.

| found our conversation both enjoyable and enlightening —
a pleasure meeting Sophie even'if’it was over the video

Footnote 1. Pauline Gumby represented Australia in the

2007 Bermuda Bowl, In 2024 Pauline became Australia’s

1|'__|)rs_t It3|amond Grand Master with over 15,000 Master
oints

Footnote 2. Sartaj Hans (Sophie’s husband), has
represented Australia many times over the last 25 years.
He won his first GNOT in 2002. He qualified for his first
Australian overseas representation in 2003 and has
continued to represent Australia in many events since

Footnote 3. Precision - uses a 1 Club opening for any
hand with 16 or more HCP’s, a 1bid in a major indicatés 5
cards of that suit and 11-15 points and a 1NT opening bid
indicates 13-15 HCP’s). It came into prominence when
used by the Taiwanese team in their effort to come second
in the 1969 Bermuda Bowl
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Friday, 5th December 10:00
NSBC Thursday Nights | Pairs | F2F | Bridge | Lunch|

Christmas - Open - Teams Championship

Week 1, Thursday, 11th December 7:00pm, Week 2, 18th
December 7:00pm

NSBC Thursday Night | Teams | Online | Red Masterpoints
Click here to enter via MyABF

Festive Season - Intermediate/Restricted/Rookie - Swiss
Pairs Congress

Saturday, 13th December, 10:00 | 1:30pm

NSBC Saturday All Day | Pairs | Online | Red Masterpoints
Click here to enter via MyABF

Festive Season - Open - Swiss Pairs Congress
Saturday, 13th December, 10:00 | 1:30pm

NSBC Saturday All Day | Pairs | Online | Red Masterpoints
Click here to enter via MyABF

Festive Season - Open - Swiss Teams Congress
Sunday, 14th December, 10:00 | 1:30

NSBC Sunday All Day | Teams | Online | Red Masterpoints
Click here to enter via MyABF

Festive Season - Intermediate/Restricted/Rookie - Swiss
Teams Congress

Sunday, 14th December 10:00 | 1:30

NSBC Sunday All Day | Teams | Online | Red Masterpoints
Click here to enter via MyABF
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LESSONS

Will Jenner-O'Shea's Lessons

Counting the Opponents Shape

Listen to the Bidding and decide how to play the hand. Use
the Opponent's bidding against them! Learn the Expert skill
of counting all of the cards.

November 6th 0930 - 1130
Members $20

Includes 2 hours of recorded video lesson, firstly covering

the theory. Then Will shows us the theory with real hands.

Lastly Will gets Students to play the hands. The choice of

two tools to practice what you have learned. You can
ractice on your own, with Wlll'spgéjldance throughout. The
resentation, Hand Notes, plus PBN and LIN filés for you

tlg %plfad to BBO for practice with friends or practice with
obots.

To Register for this lesson Click Here

Counting The Opponents Points

Listen to the Bidding to improve your play. Count the points
of your opponents to work out where the other missing
cards are. Improve your "guessing".

November 13th 0930 - 1130
Members $20

Includes 2 hours of recorded video lesson, firstly covering
the theory. Then Will shows us the theory with real hands.
Lastly Will gets Students to play the hands. The choice of
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two tools to practice what you have learned. You can

Bractlce on your own, with Wlll'quéjldance throughout. The
resentation, Hand Notes, plus PBN and LIN files for you

’Icg %plfad to BBO for practice with friends or practice with
obots.

To Register for this lesson Click Here

Signalling On Our Leads

Use Attitude signals to tell partner when you want them to
continue their lead, or to switch suits. Knowing when to
Encourage or Discourage the lead. Which cards are
actually high or low.

November 20th 0930 - 1130
Members $20

Includes 2 hours of recorded video lesson, firstly covering

the theory. Then Will shows us the theory with real hands.

Lastly Will gets Students to play the hands. The choice of

two tools to practice what you have learned. You can
ractice on your own, with Wlll'slgéjldance throughout. The
resentation, Hand Notes, plus PBN and LIN files for you

tlg %pltoad to BBO for practice with friends or practice with
obots.

To Register for this lesson Click Here

Signalling on Discards and What to Throw/Keep

Using Signals later in the play to show which suit you like
or don't like. Improve your defence by helping partner to
know what to discard and lead later in the play.

November 27th 0930 - 1130
Members $20

Includes 2 hours of recorded video lesson, firstly covering
the theory. Then Will shows us the theory with real hands.
Lastly Will gets Students to play the hands. The choice of
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two tools to practice what you have learned. You can

Bractlce on your own, with Wlll'quéjldance throughout. The
resentation, Hand Notes, plus PBN and LIN files for you

’Icg %plfad to BBO for practice with friends or practice with
obots.

To Register for this lesson Click Here

The Stopper Asking Cue Bid

How to get to No-Trumps in a competitive auction. How to
ask if partner has a stopper in the opponent's suit. Using a
Cue Bid to get to the best game.

December 4th 0930 - 1130
Members $20

Includes 2 hours of recorded video lesson, firstly covering

the theory. Then Will shows us the theory with real hands.

Lastly Will gets Students to play the hands. The choice of

two tools to practice what you have learned. You can
ractice on your own, with Wlll'slégllaudance throughout. The
resentation, Hand Notes, plus PBN and LIN filés for you

tRO Llj)plf)ad to BBO for practice with friends or practice with
obots.

To Register for this lesson Click Here

Fourth Suit Forcing

How to get to No-Trumps, the best game or the best slam.
Making sure that everything is covered before bidding No-
Trumps. Finding the best fit, while making sure your
partner doesn’t pass along the way.

December 11th 0930 - 1130

Members $20 _ _ _
Includes 2 hours of recorded video lesson, firstly covering
the theory. Then Will shows us the theory with real hands.
Lastly Will gets Students to play the hands. The choice of
two tools to practice what you have learned. You can
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ractice on your own, with WiII'slgllBJidance throughout. The
resentation, Hand Notes, plus PBN and LIN filés for you

tR? %plfad to BBO for practice with friends or practice with
obots.

To Register for this lesson Click Here

The Gambling Three No Trump Opening

A Fun and useful opening bid to play 3NT with a long
minor suit. Knowing how the Gambling 3NT convention
works, and what to do next.

December 18th 0930 - 1130
Members $20 _ _ .
Includes 2 hours of recorded video lesson, firstly covering
the theory. Then Will shows us the theory with real hands.
Lastly Will gets Students to play the hands. The choice of
two tools to practice what you have learned. You can
ractice on your own, with Wlll'slégéjldance throughout. The
resentation, Hand Notes, plus PBN and LIN filés for you
tRo Llj)plf)ad to BBO for practice with friends or practice with
obots.

To Register for this lesson Click Here

DEAR DIRECTOR

My Tip for this month

So often players ask me how do | improve my bridge
scores? What | like to do after my game is look at the
boards | did badly on. Sometimes 1 is just bad luck but
often there is a theme. Ask yourself, am | being too
conservative? Or too afg%r_esswe. Do we let the opps play
at a cheap level? Do | 1all in love with my hand and keep
bidding when | should just keep quiet affer | have told my
partner what my hand is?
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Board 23 East Lindfield
03/10/25

On this hand some pairs
played in a part score.
About 72 the field was in
game and only 3 pairs
called 7 Diamonds. Once
you have your diamond fit
and ask partner for Ace b
calling 4NT when they show
you one key card. You are
super excited. Yes 7/NT
does make but | am_more
than happY tobein7
Diamonds!

& AKQ8
¥ AK

4 AQ9865
% A

Board 17 Greg Quittner -
Richard Madden McGrath
MP Pairs 06/10/25

This hand is a bit of a funny
story.

It was the first round of the
Greg Quittner Richard
Madden pairs. | was not
supposed to be playing but
someone had not turned up.
S0 play, | did. The opps said
Don’t mean to complain but
that’s not fair as you are too
good. (Now this made me_
smile as years ago | filled in
and soméone complained
that | was too hopeless to
be a substitute (this was
true, | was a little
traumatized by the
comment!).

& J1098732
4

¢ 75
% K1085

4 Q64
¥ QJ1094
4 QJ98
S A

| said to my opponents yes that is ?uit_e true and if you
have been disadvantaged, | will get Mike to adjust the
score. On the first board they got a great score. Now the
next board, opps opened 1 Heart and | overcalled 3
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Spades. Now South liked their 5 card support for partner’s
hand and singleton and called 4NT. North responded 5
Diamonds - there seemed to be a bit of confusion as to
whether they were playing 1430 or 3140. But South %ust
confidently called 6 Hearts. Jack of Spades lead to the
Ace. The declarer drew trumps. Now declarer took a
diamond finesse Q, King Ace. | was thinking maybe we
have a chance here to take them down. Declarer plays a
small Spade and my partner only has the King. Now
declarer can get back to dummy play the Queen of Spades
and discard their diamond loser. So even though | may
have been an overweight substitute, the opps scored
another fantastic board. On this hand ever%/thln worked. It
is not a great slam. Some E/W pairs went {o 6 Spades; this
was a huge disaster. Our opps worked out an excellent
plan of how to play the hand.

ASK GARY

Gary's contribution this month is some of the Do's and
Dt())n ts o(fj playing bridge - important etiquette to be
observed.

Gary's tips are: _ _

Learn to keep a poker face at all times during the match.
Pro players are exceptionally good at this .
Pass in'tempo. Avoid pausing before passing, don'’t give
your partner the idea that you may be thinking of
Sacrificing, doubling or inviting to game etc.

Never ask about a bid when it is not your turn to call.
Never ever ask about a bid during the auction unless you
are intending to bid or double at your next turn to call
Don’t ask for a review of the auction when you are
intending to pass in the pass out seat as this may suggest
to your partner they may have missed something that will
affect the lead. _ _ _

If your partner has made a mistaken explanation during the
blddln%hand you are defending you must not say anything
about this until play has completed as this may draw
attention to your partner that they have made a mistake.
This is un-athorised information.
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If you're new to bridge or even been playing a while, here
are some guidelines to help you play fairly:

. Only ask questions during the bidding when you
really plan to bid yourself. Asking about bids just to'get
information is not allowed, because you might give away
clues to your partner like that’s the suit | have or what
that’s the suit | want _¥ou to lead. A big NO-NO!

. For example, it you ask what a™'2D" bid means and
Kour partner later leads a diamond, this could accidentally
elp your side unfairly. If director see’s that the diamond
lead wasn't natural or there were better choices, they may

change the score. _

* " Any hints you get from your partner are considered

off-limits for you, but your opponents can use them.

. Try to’keep a neutral attitude “poker face” during the

matchvvﬁro players do this all the time.

. en it's your turn to pass, do it in tempo and don't

pause and think, since hesitating might tell your partner

you're thinking about sacrificing, or bidding on to slam etc.

. If you need to know about a specific bid or double

then only ask about bids when it's actually your turn and it

genuinely affects your bid. ,

. _If you’re going to pass in the last seat, don’t ask for

a review of the bidding, because this could tip off your

Phar_tnler tc?at something important happened and will affect
eir lead.

If your partner explains something wrong during

bidding and you're c_jefend_ln% wait until play ends to

mention |t;dp0|nt|n it out rig faway might warn your

partner and break the rules.

MONTHLY WINNERS

Congratulations to the following players who were the
overall Monthly Winners for their session.

East Lindfield
East Lindfield Monday 10.00 AM Rookie GEOFF LYONS /
LES OWEN
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East Lindfield Monday 1.00 PM Open PETER BROOK/
JEFFREY WARE
East Lindfield Monday 7.00 PM Rookie PETER TAYLOR /
ANNE TAYLOR
East Lindfield Tuesday 1.30 PM Rookie NINA MENZIES /
GERALDINE HARDMAN
East Lindfield Wednesday 10.00 AM Open PETER
TAYLOR / ANNE TAYLOR
East Lindfield Wednesday 10.00 AM Rookie
East Lindfield Thursday 9.45 AM Rookie JUDI RAYMOND
/ PHILIP RAYMOND
East Lindfield Thursday 9.45 AM Supervised CARROLE
LOVE / STEVE RAWNSLEY
East Lindfield Thursday 1.00 PM Open IVAN KERDIC /
RICHARD ULRICK
East Lindfield Saturday 1.00 PM Open MARLAINE
GAHAN / HELEN STEWART
East Lindfield Saturday 9.30 AM Supervised LAURA
RIDDELL / POOKIE VAN ROOYEN
THE WILLIS
The Willis Monday 1.30 PM Rookie SANDRA BELCHER /
YEUNG CHEUNG
The Willis Tuesday 12.30 PM Open GRAHAM MCMAHON
/ YU-SHIUN CHEN
The Willis Wednesday 9.30 AM Supervised ISABELLA
LEWIS / JEFF LEWIS
The Willis Wednesday 12.30 PM Open JULIE MANSFIELD
/ IAN PLUMMER
ONLINE
Online Mon 10.00 am Open FRAN CAMPBELL / ESTHER
LEE
Online Mon 1.30 pm Open GARY LANE / LEO
GOOREVICH
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Online Mon 2.00 pm Rookie MAXINE FOSTER / PETER
BURTON
Online Tue 1.30 pm Open MISCHA SOLAR / HELEN
LOWRY
Online Tue 2.00 pm Rookie ANNE MAREE GLEESON /
ROSEMARY CHRISTIE
Online Tue 7.00 pm Restricted ROSEMARY MAYES /
JANN PAMMER
Online Wed 1.30 pm Open DAVID SMEE / DEREK MALTZ
Online Wed 2.00 pm Rookie RUTH HARRISSON /
JENNIFER GODFREY
Online Wed 7.00 pm Open JUDY OSIE / DAVID OSIE
Online Thu 1.30 pm Open NICKY OCONNELL / SHAZ
THOMPSON
Online Thu 1.30 pm Restricted RUSSELL SPEAR/
PETER NAPIER
Online Fri 1.30 pm Open STEVEN BOCK / PETER
LIVESEY
Online Sat 1.30 pm Open LYNN KALMIN / LESTER
KALMIN

MASTERPOINT PROMOTIONS

Congratulations to the following members on their
promotions.

Elliott Kaplan to Gold Life Master
Peter Clarke to Gold Life Master
Elizabeth Neil to Silver Life Master

19 of 21 4/02/2026, 10:44 pm



20 of 21

Monthly Newsletter - November 2025

Karen Irvine to Bronze Life Master
Mary Carter to Silver National Master
Christine Hanley to Silver National Master
Julie Mansfield to National Master
Craig Becconsall to National Master
Debra Birkby to Bronze State Master
Mike Murphy to Regional Master
Judy Muller to Regional Master
Jeffrey Ware to Silver Local Master
David Brazier to Silver Local Master
Jennifer Watson to Silver Local Master
Adrian Lang to Silver Local Master
Greg White to Silver Local Master
Melissa Iverach to Bronze Local Master
Catherine Hicks to Bronze Local Master
Jen Maneschi to Bronze Local Master
Tony Ramage to Bronze Local Master
Patrick Horsley to Bronze Local Master
Louise Horsley to Bronze Local Master
Helen Freeman to Bronze Local Master
Judy Reddy to Local Master
David Bavin to Club Master
Phillip Cunich to Club Master
Glen Armstrong to Graduate Master
John Ackerman to Graduate Master
Libby Barrie to Graduate Master
Gordon Ogborne to Graduate Master
Leslie Silk to Graduate Master
Felix Shteyman to Life Master
Mark Bloxham to Regional Master
Mal Colderick to Bronze Local Master
Beatriz Fink to Club Master
Karen McSpeerin to Graduate Master
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Donna Sun to Graduate Master
Sarah Fisher to Graduate Master

NEW MEMBERS

A warm welcome to our new members this month.

Glen Armstrong - Warrawee
Sarah Armstrong - Warrawee
Leanne Haywood - Kingscliff
Ronald Mann — Wetherill Park
Rosemary Peers — Frenchs Forest

TH Sty
o o,
©

BRIDGE CLUB
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